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i. recognise the social, economic and cultural rights of indigenous peoples such as 

their right to their lands, territories and natural resources, and respect their social 

and cultural identity, customs, traditions and institutions;  

ii. respect indigenous peoples' knowledge and innovations, and their social, cultural, 

religious and spiritual values and practices; 

iii. ensure the full and effective participation of 



4 

 

C. Guiding principles 

8. The following principles inform all stages of the application of this standard. These are 

complementary to the overarching ESMS principles in the ESMS Policy Framework, the policy 

objectives stated in section A (paragraph 5) and the purpose statement in section B.  
 

i. IUCN projects intentionally and proactively support the rights and livelihoods of 

indigenous peoples and indigenous communities (in particular their rights to lands, 

territories and resources) and include specific measures to avoid any negative impacts 

on them; if avoidance is not possible, appropriate mitigation measures including 

compensation are put in place to prevent any net loss of rights and livelihoods. 

ii. Project proponents and executing entities are aware of customary management 

regimes and support their improvement as required from a perspective of environmental 



http://tinyurl.com/IFC2012PS
http://tinyurl.com/WorldBankIP
http://tinyurl.com/GEFSafeguards2015
http://tinyurl.com/IUCNPolicyConservation-HR2012
https://cmsdata.iucn.org/downloads/sp_equity_policy.pdf
https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/resrecfiles/WCC_2008_RES_55_EN.pdf
https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/resrecfiles/WCC_2008_RES_99_EN.pdf
http://tinyurl.com/UNDRIP2007
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v. The Convention on Biological Diversity’s Convention on Biological Diversity’s Akwé: 

Kon Guidelines.11 

E. Scope of application 

11. The standard applies in any of the following situations:  

i. Indigenous peoples are present in the proposed project area. 

ii. Indigenous peoples have a collective attachment to the area.  

iii. Indigenous peoples could be affected negatively by the project (even without being 

present in the project site).  

12. The standard’s applicability is determined through a case-by-case examination as part of the 

ESMS screening.12 The screening is a preliminary desk assessment of potential impacts and 

their significance. It is based on information, including the ESMS Screening Questionnaire, 

provided by the project proponent and is conducted by the ESMS Coordinator in consultation 

with members of the IUCN ESMS Expert Team and, as needed, with staff from IUCN regional 

programmes. Theplicationplication

https://www.cbd.int/doc/publications/akwe-brochure-en.pdf
http://www.iucn.org/esms


http://www.iucn.org/esms
https://portals.iucn.org/union/cont/documents/686/11388
http://www.iucn.org/esms
http://www.iucn.org/esms


http://www.iucn.org/esms



