Hablando
un Lenguaje
Comun

Los usos y el desempefo
del Sistema UICN de
Categorias de Manejo
de Areas Protegidas

Hay mas de 100,000 areas protegidas

en el mundo. Se denominan de distintas
maneras y son manejadas con varios
propositos. Para dar un poco de orden a
éste paisaje tan confuso, la Unién Mundial
para la Conservacion (UICN) disefié un
sistema para clasificar las areas protegidas.
Este sistema fue adoptado por la UICN
en 1994 y los lineamentos para
promoverlo se publicaron el mismo afio.

En preparacion para el Vto. Congreso
Mundial de Parques de la UICN, la
Universidad de Cardiff y Equilibrium
Consult bajarc
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What did we find?

All the aims set out in 1994 hare been
at least partiall| fulfilled, although
success has been uneren. The s/ stem
of categories has certainl{ helped to
encourage the derelopment of s/ stems
and net} orks of protected areas using a
range of the categories. The 1997 and
2003 rersions of the United Nations List
of Protected Areas hare used the






Confirming the system

We beliere that the fundamental
design of the 1994 s/ stem is right.

The definition of a protected area

does not need to be changed, though
IUCN should be clear that it sees no
significant difference betd een its
definition and that used b/ the CBD.

A s/ stem of objectires-based categories
is sound and there is no need to modif|
the si main categories. To do so ) ould
cause much confusion.

Updating the guidance
But there is much that should be done
b/ IUCN to promote the s/ stem in Vas
that address the problems brought to
light bj our research. A rerised rersion
of the 1994 guidance is urgentl/
required. This should:
Relate the s/ stem to broadscale
conserration initiatires
Consider remoring generic names,
and using onl{ numbers for each
categor|
Include a matri of management
objectires and categories
Include criteria for e cluding uses
from certain categories
Gire more emphasis to marine,
freshd ater and forest protected areas
Link better the categories to
considerations of sustainable
lirelihoods
Gire more emphasis to cultural and
spiritual ralues
Address issues of gorernance and
management effectireness
Clarif{ the relation of -oning to the
categories

Validité du systeme

Nous cro/ ons que la mani re dont le
s/st mea t con u [lorigine est

ad quate. Il n'est pas n cessaire de
modifier la d finition d'une aire

prot g e, mais I'UICN derrait pr ciser
gu’elle ne per oit aucune diff rence
notable entre sa d finition et celle de la
CDB. Un s/st me de cat gories fond
sur des objectifs a/ ant un caract re
opportun, il n‘est aucunement utile de
modifier les si principales cat gories,
car cela proroquerait une grande
confusion.

Actualisation des lignes directrices
L'UICN a beaucoup faire pour que le
s/ st me permette de r soudre les
probl mes reler s au cours de la
recherche. Il faudrait qu'elle r rise au
plus rite les lignes directrices de 1994 et
derrait:
tablir une relation entre le /st me

et les actirit s de conserration

grande chelle

enrisager d' liminer les termes

L



Clarif{ the process by } hich protected
areas are assigned to categories

Shot ¥ hois responsible for
assignment and reporting.

Supplementary guidance

We also recommend that IUCN derelop:
Adrice on the use of the categories
in particular biomes (especiall/
marine and forests) and on certain
categories (especialll Categor{ VI)
E pert adrice for those putting the
s/ stem into national lad
Supplementar| adrice, e.g. on the
relationship bet! een the categories
and certification s{ stems (e.g. for
forestr{, fisheries)
A manual to help gorernments to
collect protected areas data, reried
its qualit/ } ith stakeholder input and
r



s{ stem and of the Speaking a Common
Language (SaCl) research, and
encouraged Gorernments and others
to assign protected area management
categories to their protected areas.

World Conserration Congress
Motion 36 4 ill gire effect to the
Recommendation 19 of the WPC
and to the CBD decision, and to
the conclusions of the SaCL project.
It deserres } ide support.

The full report can be found at

www.iucn.org/themes/wcpa/pubs/
other.htm - to obtain a hard copy
contact: delwyn.dupuis@iucn.org

au liens entre le s{st me et les
droits des Autochtones et des
collectirit s

I'utilisation du s/ st me par les
gourernements lorsqu'ils laborent
des politiques et des lois

I'int gration du s/ st me dans les
trarau sur l'efficacit de la gestion
au rapport qu‘ont les cat gories arec



