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Background 
The global population is 7.8 billion people and growing. Population growth and increasing per capita wealth 
is driving up the demand for food, while demand for biofuel, biomaterials and other commodities place 
further pressure on agricultural land. Globally we produce enough food for the population of 2050 – some 9 
billion people – yet one third of this is lost or wasted.  

By focusing on food production goals in isolation from other considerations, agriculture has become the 
leading driver of global land-use change and biodiversity loss (IPBES, 2019), while also contributing 
malnutrition, exacerbation of inequitable land and resource rights, and other undesirable outcomes. The 
environmental hazards generated by agriculture threaten the viability and sustainability of production. Land 
degradation, pollution of water sources, decline in pollinators and other hazards are already compromising 
the agriculture sector, while compromising ecosystem services like water supply and climate regulation. 

Sustainable agriculture boosts on-farm biodiversity, conserves off-farm biodiversity in agricultural 
landscapes, mitigates habitat loss due to expansion of farmland, and safeguards long-term viability and 
resilient productivity for farmers’ natural capital. Land health is therefore an effective concept for fostering 
dialogue between actors in the agriculture and conservation sectors, as demonstrated by IUCN’s “Common 
Ground” report and related Common Ground dialogues. 

Unfortunately, dialogue between the conservation and the agriculture sectors is most often conflictual, 
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