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�         Beijing Sunny Green Environmental Protection Foundation, China and

�         Institute of Constructions and Urban Economics, Viet Nam,

to its next meeting .
 
You are therefore kindly invited to reply to this message by 12 September 2020
with your response to the question whether you approve the above draft
decision.
 
This message will be sent for information to Council members who are not members of
the Bureau, inviting them to share with the Bureau any queries or concerns they may
have before 12 September 2020.
 
Once approved by the Bureau, Council members will receive the Bureau’s decision for
validation through the no-objection procedure provided by Regulation 58.
 
With my best wishes,
 
ZHANG Xinsheng
President
IUCN (International Union for Conservation of Nature)
www.iucn.org
www.iucncongress2020.org
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https://www.instagram.com/iucn_congress/
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http://www.wildlife.org/
https://canopyplanet.org/
https://portals.iucn.org/union/sites/union/files/doc/25977_cgwc_inclddp.pdf


IUCN 
Statutory 

region
# Organisation name Acronym

IUCN Statutory 
State

Website
Member 
Category

Letters of endorsement from IUCN Members, 
National/Regional Committees, Councillors, Honorary 
Members

Detailed application

   
    

    
     

     
    

1) NG/25340 Human Resource Development Network, 
Pakistan
2) NG/25352 Institute of Rural Management, Pakistan

25989Pakistan www.preparedpakistan.org NG

1) NG/25373 Society of Entrepreneurs & Ecology, China
2) NG/25044 All-China Environment Foundation, China
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1) NG/25062 Field researchers` Union - CAMPESTER, 
Georgia
2) ST/25100 Ministry of Environmental Protection and 
Agriculture of Georgia

2592323
The Regional Environmental Centre for the 
Caucasus

RECC Georgia www.rec-caucasus.org NG

22
Udruga Dinarica 
(Dinarica Association)

Bosnia and 
Herzegovina

NG
1) NG/409 WWF, Switzerland
2) NG/487 WWF, The Netherlands

25929

NG

JBW_incl DDP

O
ce

an
ia

21 The Colong Foundation for Wilderness CFW Australia www.colongwilderness.org.au NG
1) NG/270 Autralian Conservation Foundation, Australia
2) NG/518 Nature Conservation Council

CFW_incl DDP

24
Lovacki savez Srbije (Hunting Association of 
Serbia)

LSS Serbia http://www.lss.rs/
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1) IN\1063 International Council for Game and Wildlife 
Conservation, Hungary
2) IN/788 Federation of Associations of Hunting and 
Conservation of Wildlife of the European Union, Belgium

25975

GA n/a 25919

1) IN/213 BirdLife Intl, UK
2) NG/24611 World Land Trust, UK

25920

20 Jordan BirdWatch Association JBW Jordan www.jordanbirdwatch.com NG

1) NG/25198 Royal Botanic Garden, Jordan
2) NG/25469 The Environmental Education Center of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan and the Holy Land, 
Palestine

19 Nature Iraq Organization NI Iraq www.natureiraq.org

18
Centre for Restoration of the Iraqi Marshlands 
and Wetlands

CRIMW Iraq https://crim.mowr.gov.iq
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https://portals.iucn.org/union/sites/union/files/doc/25910_planopac_forgcc.pdf
http://www.planopac.cm/
https://portals.iucn.org/union/sites/union/files/doc/25914_jbw_inclddp.pdf
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25 Sharkproject Austria Austria
www.sharkproject.org/category/aus

tria
NG

1) NG/25149 Wildlands Conservation Trust, South Africa
2) NG/25217 Preserve Planet, Costa Rica

25924

27 Gallifrey Foundation Switzerland www.gallifrey.foundation NG

1) IN/25930 SHARKPROJECT International e.V., Germany
2) NG/25638 SYLVIA EARLE ALLIANCE (DBA MISSION 
BLUE), USA
3) IN/25358 WWF International, Switzerland

Gallifrey_Addl 
info.pdf

28 Blue Marine Foundation BLUE United Kingdom www.bluemarinefoundation.com NG
1) NG/226 Royal Society for the Protection of Birds, UK
2) NG/25002 The Pew Charitable Trusts, USA

25964

3 Membership applications rejected by GCC
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3 European Sustainable Use Group ESUG Belgium http://esug.sycl.net NG
1) IN/1416 International Association for Falconry and 
Conservation of Birds of Prey, Belgium
2) Hilde Eggermont, IUCN Councillor

ESUG

26
Fondazione UNA
(UNA Foundation)

UNA Italy www.fondazioneuna.org NG
1) NG/1036 Federparchi, Italy
2) GA/22714 National Park of Cilento, Vallodi Diano and 
Alburni, Italy

Una

W
es
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e

https://portals.iucn.org/union/sites/union/files/doc/25910_planopac_forgcc.pdf
http://www.planopac.cm/
https://portals.iucn.org/union/sites/union/files/doc/25924_sharkproject.pdf
https://portals.iucn.org/union/sites/union/files/doc/25895_esug.pdf
https://portals.iucn.org/union/sites/union/files/doc/25917_una.pdf




https://portals.iucn.org/union/sites/union/files/doc/25986_amdap_incl_ddp.pdf
http://www.funsalprodese.org.sv/
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https://portals.iucn.org/union/sites/union/files/doc/25910_planopac_forgcc.pdf
http://www.planopac.cm/
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1) NG/25340 Human Resource Development Network, 
Pakistan
2) NG/25352 Institute of Rural Management, Pakistan

25989Pakistan www.preparedpakistan.org NG

1) NG/25373 Society of Entrepreneurs & Ecology, China
2) NG/25044 All-China Environment Foundation, China
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https://portals.iucn.org/union/sites/union/files/doc/25910_planopac_forgcc.pdf
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1) NG/25062 Field researchers` Union - CAMPESTER, 
Georgia
2) ST/25100 Ministry of Environmental Protection and 
Agriculture of Georgia

2592323
The Regional Environmental Centre for the 
Caucasus

RECC Georgia www.rec-caucasus.org NG

22
Udruga Dinarica 
(Dinarica Association)

Bosnia and 
Herzegovina

NG
1) NG/409 WWF, Switzerland
2) NG/487 WWF, The Netherlands

25929

NG

JBW_incl DDP

O
ce

an
ia

21 The Colong Foundation for Wilderness CFW Australia www.colongwilderness.org.au NG
1) NG/270 Autralian Conservation Foundation, Australia
2) NG/518 Nature Conservation Council

CFW_incl DDP

24
Lovacki savez Srbije (Hunting Association of 
Serbia)

LSS Serbia http://www.lss.rs/

E
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e,
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NG

1) IN\1063 International Council for Game and Wildlife 
Conservation, Hungary
2) IN/788 Federation of Associations of Hunting and 
Conservation of Wildlife of the European Union, Belgium

25975

GA n/a 25919

1) IN/213 BirdLife Intl, UK
2) NG/24611 World Land Trust, UK

25920

20 Jordan BirdWatch Association JBW Jordan www.jordanbirdwatch.com NG

1) NG/25198 Royal Botanic Garden, Jordan
2) NG/25469 The Environmental Education Center of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan and the Holy Land, 
Palestine

19 Nature Iraq Organization NI Iraq www.natureiraq.org

18
Centre for Restoration of the Iraqi Marshlands 
and Wetlands

CRIMW Iraq https://crim.mowr.gov.iq

W
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t A
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a

https://portals.iucn.org/union/sites/union/files/doc/25910_planopac_forgcc.pdf
http://www.planopac.cm/
https://portals.iucn.org/union/sites/union/files/doc/25914_jbw_inclddp.pdf
https://portals.iucn.org/union/sites/union/files/doc/25975_lss.pdf
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25 Sharkproject Austria Austria
www.sharkproject.org/category/aus

tria
NG

1) NG/25149 Wildlands Conservation Trust, South Africa
2) NG/25217 Preserve Planet, Costa Rica

25924

27 Gallifrey Foundation Switzerland www.gallifrey.foundation NG

1) IN/25930 SHARKPROJECT International e.V., Germany
2) NG/25638 SYLVIA EARLE ALLIANCE (DBA MISSION 
BLUE), USA
3) IN/25358 WWF International, Switzerland

Gallifrey_Addl 
info.pdf

28 Blue Marine Foundation BLUE United Kingdom www.bluemarinefoundation.com NG
1) NG/226 Royal Society for the Protection of Birds, UK
2) NG/25002 The Pew Charitable Trusts, USA

25964

3 Membership applications rejected by GCC
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3 European Sustainable Use Group ESUG Belgium http://esug.sycl.net NG
1) IN/1416 International Association for Falconry and 
Conservation of Birds of Prey, Belgium
2) Hilde Eggermont, IUCN Councillor

ESUG

26
Fondazione UNA
(UNA Foundation)

UNA Italy www.fondazioneuna.org NG
1) NG/1036 Federparchi, Italy
2) GA/22714 National Park of Cilento, Vallodi Diano and 
Alburni, Italy

Una

W
es

t E
ur
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e

https://portals.iucn.org/union/sites/union/files/doc/25910_planopac_forgcc.pdf
http://www.planopac.cm/
http://www.sharkproject.org/category/austria
http://www.sharkproject.org/category/austria
https://portals.iucn.org/union/sites/union/files/doc/25924_sharkproject.pdf
http://www.gallifrey.foundation/
https://portals.iucn.org/union/sites/union/files/doc/25992_gallifrey_addlinfo.pdf
http://www.fondazioneuna.org/
https://portals.iucn.org/union/sites/union/files/doc/25917_una.pdf
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4 Membership applications deferred (or not discussed) by GCC at its 27th and 29th meetings

Response to 
objections and 

additional feedback 
from DDP

Beijing Sunny Green Environmental Protection 
Foundation
(deferred - pending information from applicant - 
decision to be made at next meeting of GCC)

BSGEPF China www.bjlsyg.org.cn NG
1) NG/25377 Chengdu Bird Watching Society, China
2) NG/25487 China Mangrove Conservation Network, 
China

1) NG/515 Natural Resources Defense Council, USA
2) IN/25534 Born Free Foundation, UK

3) NG/25508 Center for Conservation Biology, USA

CBD 
application_incl. 

objections & 
feedback received 
during application 

process

S
ou

th
 a

nd
 E
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t 

A
si

a

CEEL

2
Center for Biological Diversity

(decision to be made at next meeting of GCC)
CBD

United States of 
America

www.biologicaldiversity.org NG

25982

4
Institute of Constructions and Urban Economics
(deferred - pending information from applicant - 
decision to be made at next meeting of GCC)

(ICUE) Viet Nam NG

1) NG/25381 Center for environment and Community 
Research, Viet Nam
2) NG/25697 Centre of Live and Learn for Environment and 
Community, Viet Nam

25990

3

N
or

th
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m
er

ic
a 

&
 th

e 
C

ar
ib
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an

1
Center for Environmental Ethics and Law 

(decision to be made at next meeting of GCC)
CEEL

United States of 
America

www.environmentalethicsandlaw.or
g

NG

1) NG/1103 Australian Rainforest Conservation Socety, 
Autralia
2) NG/621 Ecological Society of the Philippines, Philippines
3) NG/1061 Fundacion Ambiente y Recursos Naturales, 
Argentina
4) NG/1075 George Wright Society, USA
5) NG/454 The Royal Society for the Conservation of 
Nature, Jordan
6) National Committee of IUCN Members, France

https://portals.iucn.org/union/sites/union/files/doc/25910_planopac_forgcc.pdf
http://www.planopac.cm/
https://portals.iucn.org/union/sites/union/files/doc/cbd_cbd_response_to_objections_plus_4_feedback.pdf
https://portals.iucn.org/union/sites/union/files/doc/cbd_cbd_response_to_objections_plus_4_feedback.pdf
https://portals.iucn.org/union/sites/union/files/doc/cbd_cbd_response_to_objections_plus_4_feedback.pdf
https://portals.iucn.org/union/sites/union/files/doc/cbd_cbd_response_to_objections_plus_4_feedback.pdf
http://www.bjlsyg.org.cn/
https://portals.iucn.org/union/sites/union/files/doc/25982_bsjepf.pdf
https://portals.iucn.org/union/sites/union/files/doc/25990_icue.pdf






having a substantial record of activity in the conservation on nature.  The three years is 
based on the requirement in Regulation 5 (a) that the organisation must have been in 
existence for at least three years.    
 
The question was raised whether or not clarification was needed with regards to this to avoid 
difficult situations.  Enrique noted that the Regulations require an organisation to have been 
in existence for 3 years, not for it to be carrying out environmental work for three years.  The 
Chair noted that while the Statutes do not specify the length of time an organisation has 
been active in conservation it requires the GCC should actively consider whether an 
organization has a substantial conservation record. She advised the GCC to remain flexible 
and not fix it to three years, noting that the key would be the overall assessment being made 
by the GCC at the time an application is considered. The Legal Advisor agreed that the 
“substantial conservation record” should be considered on a case-by-case basis. 
 
The GCC decided that the information provided was not clear and the Secretariat was asked 





reiterated their concern about the ethical issues relating to the misrepresentation of the 
organisation and felt that until this had been addressed, the organisation should not be 
admitted to IUCN.  The Chair acknowledged and agreed with Jenny’s concerns.  
 
After extended discussion, the GCC considered whether to reject, accept, or defer the 
decision. The Chair summarized discussion in the GCC noting that the issue goes deeper 
than just the website and that the GCC was concerned that they did not present themselves 
as an independent organization. The ESUG would need to discuss this issue and 
demonstrate that they have on moved from their history, as a working group of IUCN. 
 
Hilde, who had provided a recommendation to admit this member, stated she would feel 
uncomfortable to reject the ESUG and proposed that the GCC reach out to them again to 
ask them to make things clear, providing them with some specific examples of where things 
could be improved.  It may not be possible for them to see how they can address GCC 
requests in a satisfactory way and GCC should guide them to make the changes.   
 
Ramiro confirmed that he felt that the organisation needed to clarify who they are and 
proposed they be rejected.  
 
The Legal Adviser mentioned that in their own statutes the EUSG refer to IUCN in different 
places, in the historical background of their establishment, which is fine. She noted that 
EUSG requires their members to subscribe to the IUCN objectives.  If there were a 
recommendation to be made to them, she would ask them to see if their statutes could be 
adapted in the sense that is deemed appropriate because they are similar to what they say 
in the website, thus creating confusion. During the due diligence process, the SSC 
Commission had clarified that they did not consider EUSG as part as the Commission. 
 
The issue of ethics was reconsidered and the seriousness of an organization holding itself to 
be part of IUCN. The Legal Adviser confirmed that if IUCN found someone using the IUCN 
logo and branding, they would write to them and ask them to rectify the way they are 
presenting themselves. She also noted that whilst the Secretariat has processes in place to 
deal with such cases, there is no dedicated team to do so, which gives rise to issues of 
capacity.  However, IUCN has the right to protect its name and logo.  It could go as far as 
going to court if it is very problematic.  
 
The Chair proposed given the discussion and views of members that the GCC reject the 
application and write to them explaining that the GCC does not consider them to be part of 
IUCN and that their statutes and website still give that impression.  They will be invited to 
reapply in three years’ time when they have had time to reorganise themselves and 
demonstrated their independence. 



Hilde added that while she would accept the majority decision she would like the record to 
show that she had proposed the middle route of giving them the opportunity to make further 
changes.  
 
The Chair asked for votes:   
Jenny, Jennifer, Sixto, Mamadou voted to reject. Ramiro had voted to reject earlier 
(unfortunately, he was disconnected and 



https://portals.iucn.org/union/sites/union/files/doc/legal_opinion_kosovos_state_membership_10june2020.pdf
https://portals.iucn.org/union/sites/union/files/doc/legal_opinion_kosovos_state_membership_10june2020.pdf


institutions decisions and recognised Kosovo as a State Member. For States, membership it 
is automatic.  There is no Council decision on admission.   
 
As far as the International Law question is concerned, the Legal Advisor explained that there 
had been a request for an advisory opinion to the International Court of Justice (ICJ) 
regarding Kosovo when they declared independence.  The ICJ concluded that “the adoption 
of the declaration of independence did not violate international law, the Security Council 
resolution 1244 or the Constitutional Framework of the UNMIK”.  It is up to each organisation 
or State to decide whether or not they want to recognise them as a State.  For IUCN, the 
only relevant issue is Art 5 of the Statutes and the Legal Adviser concluded that this is 
sufficient to demonstration that they have been recognised by two other agencies.  For her, 
there is no further requirement. Regarding the process of adhesion, which is unilateral.  
Kosovo did validly become an IUCN Member in 2019 and the Union will continue to answer 
along these lines in the future  
 
The ADG added that even though she feels comfortable how IUCN has handled the 
situation, it does not mean that it is not a sensitive one.  Councillors chairing the Members’ 
Assembly need to be aware of the situation so that any of them will be ready to respond 
accordingly.  It is important that nobody thinks we are taking sides in a situation that is out of 
the control of IUCN.  The confirmed the important of communication the issue to the Council 
or the GCC, especially now in the run up to Congress.  



https://portals.iucn.org/union/sites/union/files/doc/management_response_to_the_review_of_aspects_of_iucns_governance.docx


 
The Chair thanked Sharon noting that she had found it very interesting to hear how she had 
identified how an organisation could go about developing a culture of integrity.  The Chair 
noted that what is striking in Sharon’s thinking is that it is along the pillars of Council, 
Commissions, Secretariat and external advisory actors. .However, the experience with WWF 
and Oxfam has shown that some of the ethical problems that international organisations 
encounter are falling across these sectors. They may involve relationship in terms of gender 
or race or other ethical issues between management and the governance body, they may 
involve harassment to programmatic staff or communities in which we work and there is a 
need to think beyond the pillar structure.  She asked how IUCN might address these more 
complex ethical issues within Union within the framework that she had proposed.  
 
Sharon explained that some of the lessons learned from Oxfam and WWF are that you can 
have the perfect code of conduct and still have a very bad environment. It all starts with 
culture stemming from tone from the top.  Council needs to set the message that integrity 
and ethics conduct are important.  That is what resonated from GCF meeting – the 
messaging comes from the top and the actions have to follow.  It is not possible just say that 
it is the Conflict of Interest programme that is deficient. That is merely the mechanism - what 
matters is the culture.  You need the framework to support the culture. IUCN has not 
mapped out what mechanism it has, or what the gaps are.  It will be necessary to go back 
and have a look at the holistic integrity programme and looking at the gaps.  To date, IUCN 
has plugged the gaps in an ad hoc way. It is not the most effective way. What you need is a 
framework behind it to ensure that it sticks.   There are many things to consider.  Map out 
what you do have, what the gaps are and then putting in the infrastructure that can support 
council and secretariat with tis related bodies.  
 
Jenny– suggested the establishment of a “Court of honour”.  This could be a strong, 
independent body elected during Congress so that it is representative.   It could be a body 
that does not work all the time but only when they are consulted on certain matters. 
 
Sharon replied that in some organisations there are ethics officers, maybe at an internal, 
senior level, reporting directly to the DG.  That is not something IUCN has invested in.  You 
need your structure for the Secretariat and our 0 Td
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GCC will design the next steps for the current and the future Council  
 
 
 
3. Consideration of 20 Membership applications 
 
The Chair proposed to leave the discussion on CBD and the applications from the last 
meeting to the end of the current meeting in order to get through as many of the other 
applications as possible.  
 
 
Planopac – Plateforme Nationale des Organisations Agro-Sylvo-pastorales et 



was motivated by the dues, and whether the GCC would like to ask them to apply as an 
affiliate.  
 
Tamar said that for her, the organisation sees themselves as an NGO, and they meet the 
requirements for that category and should be admitted in that category.  
 
The move to admit them was supported by the GCC.  
 
GCC Decision: admit 
 
 
 
New Mexico BioPark Society 
 
The Chair was concerned by the fact that this organisation appears to be a procurement 
organisation. 
 
Hilde noted that having seen the Chair’s comments she agreed that organisation itself is not 
a conservation organisation but indeed a procurement organisation.  
 
The GCC noted that organisation had received the support of the Regional and National 
Committees.   
 
Tamar had supported the admission but having heard the concerns regarding procurement, 
she would support the rejection.  
 
GCC members agreed. 
 
GCC Decision: Reject 
 
 
Revive and Restore 
 
The Chair was unsure about this application in view of the field it operates in.  Council is still 
considering the proposal of synthetic biology and noted the comment from John Robinson 
that at two years old, they don’t have a conservation 



SPECIES – The Society for the Preservation of Endangered Carnivores and their 
international Ecological Study 
 
Following concerns about the legal status of the SPECIES, Secretariat had consulted with 
the Office of the Legal Adviser (OLA).  The OLA advised d that SPECIES should not be 
applying because they are not a legal entity.  They form a part of Lifescape, who is the entity 
who should be applying.  On this basis, GCC rejected the application.   
  
The GCC confirmed that replies to objections to applications can be shared with objectors 
once the decision-making process has been finalised.  
 
The GCC also considered that the advice they should give the organisation would be that 
they would be able to reapply in three years’ time once they have become a legal entity.  
 
GCC Decision:  Reject.  
 
 
 
Beijing Sunny Green Environmental Protection Foundation 
 
The GCC Chair voiced her concern over whether or not this organisation is a conservation 
organisation.  She could not see that their activities are conservation activities.  
 
Tamar commented that one of the issues facing GCC members in this review is that there is 
nothing on the internet in English.   
 
However, in order to undertake a proper review of the application, GCC requested the 
Secretariat to contact the organisation, asking them for more information on their 
conservation record.  
 
GCC Decision: Defer 
 
 
Green Pine Care Foundation 
 
Lider had raised concerns about the organisation’s funding agency status.  
 
GCC members raised concern -2 ( )]T1Td
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The Chair felt that their activities were clearly conservation based and noted that the 
organisation has submitted an activity report to the Secretariat. 
 



Jenny abstained from the vote (Note: since she held the proxy votes of Shaikha, and 
Mamadou they also counted as abstentions. 
 
A majority supported the admission since the organisation does have conservation 
objectives.  Further, it was noted that they are involved in the restoration of degraded 
agriculture lands and in breeding of declining species.  
 
GCC Decision – admit 
 
 
 
Sharkproject – Austria 
 
Having confirmed that this organisation was applying in the right region, the GCC voted to 
admit them 
 
 
GCC Decision: admit 
 
 
 
Gallifrey Foundation 
 
In reviewing the application, Ali, and the Chair had proposed the application be deferred. 
The Chair proposed that all funding organisation applications be put on hold for the time 
being to allow the Council to have a serious discussion about the issue of admitting 
foundations as IUCN Members.  
 
Ali also pointed out that the applicants had not set out a clear statement on their position on 
sustainable use and that they should be clearer with their opinion.   
 
The Chair recognised that funding organisations have been accepted as IUCN Members in 
the past.  However, she felt that the Union’s reading of these organisations’ contribution to 
conservation is becoming increasingly wider. She asked whether this issue should be more 
widely discussed in GCC with a view to asking for guidance from Council. 
 
Enrique explained the reasoning behind the change to the Statutes some years ago was to 
widen the scope of the membership by allowing the consideration, and inclusion of 
organisations whose aim is to assist conservation.  
 
The Chair agreed but felt that Council should reflect on what assisting society should mean.  
In recent years, this has included education, media (running film festivals) and more.  
However, it is important from time to time for GCC and Council to reflect on their practices 
and to reflect on the criteria used to accept Members and how that contributes to the vision 
and mission of IUCN:   
 
She suggested that the GCC should have a considered opinion either way.  She proposed 
the Committee review existing policy and practice and interpretation and asked for 
comments.  
 
Jenny agreed that it would be important to have the discussion but she felt that since many 
such organisations have been accepted to date, it would be difficult to stop doing so at this 
point.  Rather we should continue to accept them and undertake a review within 
GCC/Council. 
 





Friendship 
 
Following the deferral from the last meeting, the organisation had supplied further 
information.  Due to insufficient time for discussion, the GCC Chair proposed that Secretariat 
circulate the information to the GCC members, who would consider and vote by email.  
 
 
 
Following email review, GCC Decision: Admit 
 
 
 
 
 












