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Preface 

Forests in Lebanon are a unique feature in the arid environment of the 
Eastern Mediterranean. Until June 2006, they, along with woodlands covered 
around 13.5% of the overall area of Lebanon. Lebanese citizens, especially in 
rural communities, have traditionally benefited from forest resources in 
various ways: forest flora is exploited for beekeeping, edible and medicinal 
plants, and pine trees are a valuable source of income, as are wood collection 
and charcoal.  

Increasingly, Lebanon‟s forests, which include a variety of relic broadleaf and 
conifer forests that cover the Lebanese mountains in patches, are exposed to 
degradation as a result of repetitious fires, wars, neglect, improper 
management, outdated laws, poor policy enforcement, climate change, 
among others. Like other Euro-Mediterranean countries, forest fires have 
been especially damaging in Lebanon in recent years, representing one of the 
most important elements that destroy Lebanon‟s natural resources. Moreover, 
the absence of a National forest management strategy and the limited human, 
technical and financial resources contribute to the degradation of Lebanon‟s 
forests.  

The effects of forest destruction have led to fragmentation and loss of the 
forest ecosystems, which in turn, has had a devastating impact on the 
livelihoods of local communities. The damages from recent fires were so 
immense that they reduced the forest cover to 13% in a relatively very short 
period of time and raised concern at the national and international levels that 
they could lead to total eradication of forests if radical steps were not taken to 
solve the problem.  

To the end of the disastrous forest fires in 2007 which burned more than 2000 
ha only in few days, the Prime Minister of Lebanon formed an inter-ministerial 
committee, and a National Executive and Technical Forest Fire Prevention 
and Forest Restoration Committee through the Decision No. 118/2007 to deal 
with the problem of forest fires. The National Executive and Technical 
committee groups representatives from the different institutions dealing with 
forest management and fires in an attempt to coordinate a response to the 
problem after the huge forest fires of October and November 2007. This 
committee was chaired by the Ministry of Environment and included 
representatives from the Ministry of Agriculture (MoA), the Ministry of National 
Defence (Lebanese Army), the Ministry of Interior and municipalities (the 
General Directorate of the Civil Defence and Internal Security Forces), the 
Higher Relief Council (HRC), the Council for Development and Reconstruction 
(CDR) in addition to the Association for Forests, Development and 
Conservation (AFDC). Later on, the IUCN Centre for Mediterranean 
Cooperation jointed the Committee. Consequently, four working groups, 
working on different subjects, namely, fire fighting equipment, forest fire 
operations room, training, and national strategy for forest fire management 
emerged from this committee. 
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 Sectoral policies (agricultural policy, tourism development, urban 
development, etc.), contribute to a non-sustainable process, which 
in turn increases the distortions between communities and the 
forests. 

 Forest policy is still missing, despite its importance for the forests.  

 Fighting forest fires is in most cases seen as a reaction to a natural 
catastrophe, independently 
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areas of first and second level; Forest tracks with fire break lines along 
them; Protection perimeters in urbanised areas; Fire fighting units 

 The conciliation of interests regarding fire-fighting infrastructures, which 
may also benefit the local population, and may reduce the maintenance 
costs: (i.e. Green fire breaks for grazing activities too; Water reservoirs 
in order to increase the water availability in all the forest areas 

 Forest roads and tracks allowing the access of the fire suppression 
teams to all the forests (setting criteria; identification of needs) 

 Clearing under high voltage lines and using red balloons on the electric 
wires (to alert helicopters). 
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 The importance to restore habitats‟ diversity in forest landscapes 
(heterogeneity of the landscape) and to break the monotony of artificial, 
disturbed and/or abandoned landscapes (i.e. large territories with 
homogeneous scrublands, tree plantations, etc). 

 The value of combining different life strategies to increa
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Annex 1. Suggested Implementation Framework 
Policy Objective Themes Activities 
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character of forests and tree crops 
(higher % of drought-tolerant 
species), especially in ecotonal 
zones. 

o The importance to restore 





 

 56 

spreading mechanisms.   
 Exchange with expertise will be essential in 

this component. 
 EU FIRELAB can provide useful 

information regarding fire spreading 
mechanisms and opportunities should be 
explored with this organisation. 

 Potential exchanges of expertise for 
investigating and analysing fire causes is 
with the Italian State Forest Corps. 

 They investigate every fire to attribute the 
fire event to one of five likely causes 
(natural, accidental, negligence, arson, 
doubtful)6(o) 9.12 Tf
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Annex 2: List of Participants to the National Workshops6 

 
Name Title Organization Telephone Fax e-mail 

Chadi Adwan Environmental 
Fund for Lebanon 

GTZ 03-513038 01-981252 cadwan@cdr.gov.lb 

Charbel Hanna Project Assistant AFDC 

  

01-752670 

charbel_hanna179@hotmai.com 

Fadi Bou Ali Programme 
Coordinator 

AFDC 

  

01-752670 

fadi@afdc.org.lb 

George Akl Engineer Ministry of 
Environment 

01-976555 / ext: 
452 

01-976530 g.akl@moe.gov.lb 

George Mitri Project 
Coordinator 

AFDC 03-330695 01-752670 gmitri@afdc.org.lb 

Ghazi Kassar Engineer Ministry of 
Agriculture 

03-347216 06-433754 ghkassar@hotmail.com 

Hassan 
Boushroush 

Colonel Lebanese Army 
Forces 

03-644742 05-951033/4 h.bouchrouch@hotmail.com 

Hisham 
Selman 

Programme 
Coordinator 

AFDC 

  

01-752670 hisham@afdc.org.lb 

Houssam 
Dahrooj 
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