
  

 

 

IUCN Briefing for BBNJ negotiators 

Environmental Impact Assessment and Strategic 
Environmental Assessment, Part IV 
 
 
Key Messages: Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) is an essential tool for conservation and 
sustainable use of biodiversity in areas beyond national jurisdiction. To be effective, it must be 
thorough, transparent, consultative, and allow for changes to the proposed activity to prevent harm. 
Additionally, the EIA process should be accountable, impartial, independent, precautionary, 
collaborative and learning oriented.  Provisions in the draft text can be chosen to ensure that EIAs do 
their job to prevent environmental harm and are complemented by wide use of strategic environmental 
assessments. 
 
 

1.  Require minimum international standards for conducting EIA 
Why? Uniform EIA requirements are lacking for ABNJ. For example, some national EIA measures allow 
project propon





 

 

 
How: The COP should be given the authority in Article 28  to commission SEAs at the request of a State 
Party or group of States Parties, and the ability to invite other international organizations and 
stakeholders to participate. 

1. The Conference of, individually or in cooperation with other States Parties, shall  establish 
processes for the conduct and review of  ensure that a strategic environmental assessments is 
carried out for plans and programmes,  or proposed new  relating to activities or technologies 
[under their jurisdiction or control,] [conducted] [with  impacts] , or to assess ocean health and 
trends in areas beyond national jurisdiction, which meet the threshold/criteria established in 
article 24. 
2. Strategic environmental assessment processes shall ensure effective consultation, 
transparency and application of the best available scientific information. Where scientific 
information is inadequate to enable an informed decision, further scientific research shall be 
conducted. 

 
 
For more information, see: 

IUCN WCC 2020 resolution 128 

BBNJ IGC4 Knowledge Series | IUCN ( (all resources are compiled here) 

WCC Resolution 128 "Acting for the conservation and sustainable use of marine biological diversity in 

the ocean beyond national jurisdiction" 2021 IUCN Congress in Marseille, France. 

IUCN comments on revised draft text February 2020 

Gjerde, Wright and Durussel, 2021. Strengthening high seas governance  through enhanced 

environmental assessment processes: mesopelagic fisheries case study 

 

Contact:  

Minna Epps, Head, IUCN Ocean Team, Centre for Conservation Action, Minna.EPPS@iucn.org    

Cymie Payne, Chair - Ocean Specialist Group, IUCN World Commission on Environmental Law, iucn-
ocean@cymiepayne.org  

Kristina M. Gjerde, Senior High Seas Advisor,  IUCN Ocean Team,  kgjerde@eip.com.pl 

https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/resrecfiles/WCC_2020_RES_128_EN.pdf
https://www.iucn.org/theme/marine-and-polar/our-work/international-ocean-governance/unclos/bbnj-igc4
https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/resrecfiles/WCC_2020_RES_128_EN.pdf
https://www.iucn.org/sites/dev/files/content/documents/iucn_comments_on_revised_bbnj_draft_text_february_2020.pdf
https://publications.iass-potsdam.de/pubman/faces/ViewItemOverviewPage.jsp?itemId=item_6000701
https://publications.iass-potsdam.de/pubman/faces/ViewItemOverviewPage.jsp?itemId=item_6000701
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