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Foreword – A vision

As we approach the upcoming 4th and last 
planned negotiating session for the new UN 
Agreement on marine biodiversity beyond nation-
al jurisdiction, it is a crucial time to ask ourselves: 
What is the future we want to see in terms of 
global ocean health, productivity and resilience to 
climate change? 

How might this vision affect the future BBNJ 
Agreement?

70�5GETGVCT[�)GPGTCN�#PVȕPKQ�)WVGTTGU� in 
VJG�(QTGYQTF�VQ�VJG�5GEQPF World Ocean 

Assessment, urged: “To ensure sustainability, we 
must work together to improve integrated ocean 
management, including through joint research, 
capacity development and the sharing of data, 
information and technology.” 

How can we achieve this for our common ocean 
beyond national boundaries? 

For this purpose, the BBNJ Agreement will need 
to be bold, visionary and also pragmatic. 

Bold: 	 Adopt ambitious goals and objectives focused on securing ocean health and environ-
OGPVCN�KPVGITKV[�HQT�VJG�DGPGƒV�QH�JWOCPMKPF�CPF�VJG�QEGCP��

Visionary: 	 Manage the global ocean as a shared commons based on principles of equity, informed 
decision-making, shared responsibility, and accountability. 

Pragmatic: 	 Adopt systematic, strategic and collaborative processes to overcome conflicts and 
competition while building nimble and adaptive institutions ready to manage a rapidly 
changing ocean. 

https://www.un.org/regularprocess/woa2launch
https://www.un.org/regularprocess/woa2launch
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Executive Summary

1	 The report adopts the terminology “Thermal Dome” to refer to an oceanic feature caused by the interaction between wind and ocean current 
U[UVGOU�KP�VJG�GCUVGTP�VTQRKECN�2CEKƒE�VJCV�JCU�JKIJ�DKQNQIKECN�RTQFWEVKXKV[�CPF�VJCV�QEGCPQITCRJGTU�JCXG�PCOGF�ū%QUVC�4KEC�&QOGŬ��CNUQ�
TGHGTGPEGF�CU�VJG�ŧŨ%QUVC�4KEC�6JGTOCN�&QOGŨŨ�

�	 6JG�5#4)#&1/�2TQLGEV�KU�UWRRQTVGF�D[�VJG�(TGPEJ�(CEKNKV[�HQT�)NQDCN�'PXKTQPOGPV�
(('/���KP�EQNNCDQTCVKQP�YKVJ�VJG�7PKXGTUKV[�QH�$TGUV�
7$1��

http://www.sargassoseacommission.org/storage/documents/FFEM_LAUNCH_Sargasso_Sea_presentation_FS_updates_compressed.pdf
http://www.sargassoseacommission.org/storage/documents/FFEM_LAUNCH_Sargasso_Sea_presentation_FS_updates_compressed.pdf
https://www.iucn.org/sites/dev/files/content/documents/iucn_abmt_-_4_pager_final_web.pdf
https://undocs.org/en/a/conf.232/2020/3
https://www.iucn.org/sites/dev/files/content/documents/iucn_abmt_-_report_final_web.pdf
https://www.iucn.org/sites/dev/files/content/documents/iucn_abmt_-_report_final_web.pdf
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move forward, concerns that a BBNJ Agreement 
could undermine existing instruments and bodies 
should be reframed as a way to strengthen exist-
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large dynamic features, ecosystem functions 
and marine species across a range of scales, 
DQVJ�VGORQTCN�CPF�URCVKCN��6JG�5#4)#&1/�
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the redistribution of species and ecosystems 
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Background

https://www.iucn.org/sites/dev/files/content/documents/iucn_abmt_-_report_final_web.pdf
https://www.iucn.org/sites/dev/files/content/documents/iucn_abmt_-_4_pager_final_web.pdf
https://www.iucn.org/sites/dev/files/content/documents/iucn_abmt_-_4_pager_final_web.pdf
https://iucnhq-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/spadonea_iucn_org/ETCLmupi9EVBqvx3yYk0syQBtrwQttOp1I5witYkLj7L7g?e=fPfgM7
https://iucnhq-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/spadonea_iucn_org/ETCLmupi9EVBqvx3yYk0syQBtrwQttOp1I5witYkLj7L7g?e=fPfgM7
https://undocs.org/en/a/conf.232/2020/3
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https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/documents/PAG-019-2nd ed.-En.pdf
http://www.sargassoseacommission.org/storage/SargassoSea.pdf
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unknown. However, new species are continuously 
discovered. 

All parts of the ocean are connected, as nutrients, 
ECTDQP��CPF�QTICPKUOU�QH�CNN�UK\GU�OQXG�HTQO�
the surface into and up from the deep ocean. The 
QEGCP�KU�CNUQ�EQPPGEVGF�JQTK\QPVCNN[��VJTQWIJ�
wind, surface currents and gyres as well as the 
movements of plants and animals. Thus, there is 
a clear ecological connection between ABNJ and 
EQCUVCN�\QPGU���%QPPGEVKXKV[�CNUQ�GZKUVU�DGVYGGP�
the ocean and the atmosphere through the 
exchange of CO2 and the ocean use by seabirds. 

Deep water ecosystems provide many services 
such as provisioning, regulating and supporting 
climate regulation, including carbon capture. 
These are vital to the health of the global ocean 
and all of humanity.

Threats affecting the deep ocean include climate 
EJCPIG�
YCTOKPI��CEKFKƒECVKQP��FGQZ[IGPCVKQP���

https://highseasdialogues.org/
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leaders, press, public etc. Other challenges will be 
faced, including:

•
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the world by sharing best practices and replicat-
ing relevant measures that can be applicable also 
in other regional contexts. 

There is an agreement already in place among 
Central American Countries to develop a vision 
CPF�C�YQTMRNCP�KP�VJG�WREQOKPI�ƒXG�[GCTU�
to enhance economic, social and ecological 
knowledge on the area as well as establish 
governance structures. The workplan, to be 
led by the Central American Commission for 
Environment and Development (CCAD)8, will also 
involve relevant international institutions such 
as the IMO and the Inter-American Tropical Tuna 
Commission (IATTC), albeit the latter have not 
been approached yet. In relation to the impact of 
PCXKICVKQP��UEKGPVKƒE�GXKFGPEG�KU�EWTTGPVN[�NCEMKPI�
and the workplan is expected to shed light on this 
subject too. 

Threats and Challenges in the 
Sargasso Sea

David Freestone, LL.D., Executive Secretary, 
Sargasso Sea Commission

9JGP�KV�EQOGU�VQ�VJG�IQXGTPCPEG�QH�VJG�5CTICUUQ�

https://www.sica.int/ccad/
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Exploring Tools and Technologies 

Systematic approaches to 
designing networks of ABMTs

Pat Halpin, PhD. Duke University Marine 
Geospatial Ecology Lab

To inform the creation of a coherent network of 
MPAs and other spatial and temporal manage-
ment measures in the context of a changing 
ocean, it will be necessary to build on what 
currently exists and identify what is needed (e.g., 
a systems approach as well as processes to build 
the science, data management and capacity). As 
RCTV�QH�VJG�5#4)#&1/�RTQLGEV��VJG�VGCO�CV�VJG�
Duke University Marine Geospatial Ecology Lab 
will contribute to three tasks to support a future 
Ecosystem Diagnostic Analysis (EDA) and Driver-
2TGUUWTG�5VCVG�+ORCEV�4GURQPUG�(TCOGYQTM�

&25+4��CPCN[UKU�HQT�VJG�5CTICUUQ�5GC�CPF�
Thermal Dome:

•	 &GUETKDG�VJG�F[PCOKE�5CTICUUQ�5GC�
��6JGTOCN�&QOG�HGCVWTGU�WUGU�CPF�
spatio-temporal variability

•	 Review the data and information needs 
for the EDA

•	 #PCN[UG�CPF�U[PVJGUK\G�GZKUVKPI�TGUGCTEJ�
and information

When it comes to the implementation of ABMTs 
including MPAs, the BBNJ Agreement has the 
potential to enable a systematic process and 
the infrastructure needed to advance ABMTs 
in a global and cross-sectoral perspective. This 

global perspective requires a systematic 
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However, challenges persist: 

•	 +P�FCVC�RQQT�CTGCU��#$/6U�CTG�FKHƒEWNV�VQ�
designate, and a precautionary approach 
is fundamental. 

•	 The clearinghouse mechanism in the 
BBNJ treaty so far does not cover ABMTs. 
New mechanisms to better promote inter-
operability of data structures are needed 
and the clearinghouse mechanism could 
be instrumental to that end, especially in 
the context of ABMTs including MPAs. 

•	 Information also remains a challenge, 
GURGEKCNN[�YJGP�KV�EQOGU�VQ�FGƒPKPI�JQY�
much information is enough to take a 
certain management measure. 

•	





16

Exploring Tools and Technologies 

Area-Based Management Tools in Marine Areas Beyond National Jurisdiction

JVVRU���YYY�TGURQPUGCDNG�GW�

The value of integrated assessments will be ex-
RNQTGF�VJTQWIJQWV�VJG�5CTICUUQ�5GC�CPF�6JGTOCN�
&QOG��KP�VJG�HTCOGYQTM�QH�VJG�5#4)#&1/�
project. The assessments will produce the data 
infrastructures as well as narrative reports and 
visual material for policy makers and a broad 
audience. Lessons learned and adaptation of the 
framework will be further developed under phase 
2 of the project. 

The assessments will seek to address environ-
mental degradation themes from the perspective 
of broad areas of interest, such as biodiversity 
loss, water quality degradation, habitat loss 
as well as cumulative pressures and impacts. 
Questions that will be applied in structuring 
the assessments include (1) whether to focus 
QPN[�QP�C�URGEKƒE�KUUWG�RTQDNGO�QT�OWNVKRNG�
one, (2) whether to stay within the scope of the 
assessment or also provide recommendations 
CPF�CUUGUU�CEVKQPU��
���FGƒPKPI�YJQ�VJG�TGNGXCPV�
experts are, and (4) identifying the stakeholders 
and decision makers to communicate to.

Monitoring changing ocean 
environments from space: 

Vardis Tsontos, PhD., Jet Propulsion Laboratory, 
California Institute of Technology.

5CVGNNKVG�GCTVJ�QDUGTXCVKQP�RTQXKFG�HWPFCOGPVCN�
data and information on physical transformations 

https://www.responseable.eu/
https://coverage.ceos.org/
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https://globalfishingwatch.org/map/marine-manager?latitude=19&longitude=26&zoom=1.5
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Making Progress in Practice 

To explore and review the processes, challenges, 
and opportunities for advancing ABMTs including 
MPAs under the BBNJ Agreement, workshop 
participants were split between seven break-out 
TQQOU��HQWT�HQEWUKPI�QP�VJG�5CTICUUQ�5GC�CPF�
the three other ones on the Thermal Dome. 
Guiding questions had been prepared to structure 
the discussions, and each group appointed a 
rapporteur. The Guiding questions (see Annex 3) 
were grouped in four categories: 1) Preparation 
QH�C�RTQRQUCN�WPFGT�#TVKENG��������%QPUWNVCVKQP�QP�
RTQRQUCNU�WPFGT�#TVKENG��������&GEKUKQP�OCMKPI�
WPFGT�#TVKENG����=#NV��?��CPF����+ORNGOGPVCVKQP��
monitoring and review Articles 20 and 21:

'CEJ�DTGCM�QWV�TQQOŨU�TCRRQTVGWT�RTQXKFGF�
a summary of the discussion in plenary. The 
sections below represent a composite of the 
breakout group and plenary discussions on each 
question.

1. Preparation of proposal under 
Article 17

What might be the conservation objectives for the 
two areas, given what we know already? What kind 
of knowledge do we have already, and what sort of 
technical tools and resources are needed?
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areas, cross-sectoral MPAs and other 
ABMTs, and regional environmental 
assessments 

•	 Every avenue needs to be explored e.g., 
70'5%1�9QTNF�*GTKVCIG�5KVG�QP�VJG�JKIJ�
seas. 

•	 #U�GXKFGPEG�QH�JCTO�KU�QHVGP�FKHƒEWNV�VQ�
establish, given the remoteness of these 
areas, and environmental conditions are 
constantly shifting, it will be necessary to 
rely on the precautionary principle when 
adopting conservation measures as has 
already been the rationale in other areas 

G�I���152#4�*KIJ�5GCU�/2#U��

•	 Cross-sectoral spatial planning could be a 
vehicle for transboundary and cross-sec-
toral conservation but needs to be guided 
by systematic conservation objectives 
and indicators, as well as sustainable use 
criteria and indicators.

•	 It will be important to have both general 
CPF�UKVG�URGEKƒE�QDLGEVKXGU�VQ�IWKFG�VJG�
selection of appropriately ambitious 
measures, to avoid pushback against the 
very concept of marine protected areas 
(as there may be a cost in terms of lost 
opportunities). Again, cross-sectoral 
planning that considers how sectoral 
activities might better address their 
biodiversity impacts outside MPAs could 
be useful. 

What might be some of the benefits or challenges 
of collaborating with relevant stakeholders in the 
early stages of proposal development? What could 
be the added value of integrated assessments?

•	 Early collaboration could facilitate pas-
sage of the measure. However, the stake-
holder base is potentially huge, raising the 
SWGUVKQP�QH�JQY�YJGP�YJQ�VQ�EQPUWNV!�
Nevertheless, it will be important to try, 
as otherwise there could be unexpected 

FKHƒEWNVKGU�YJGP�VJG�RTQRQUCN�KU�HQTOCNN[�
offered for consultation. 

•	 Developing a common base of infor-
OCVKQP�ECP�JGNR�UVCMGJQNFGTU�FGƒPG�
UKVG�URGEKƒE�QDLGEVKXGU��+PVGITCVGF�
assessments such as those proposed 
HQT�VJG�5#4)#&1/�RTQLGEV�EQWNF�UGTXG�
to improve knowledge of what is out 
there and deepen understanding of the 
full range of connectivities. Crucially 
such assessments could also provide a 
common platform to work with the variety 
of stakeholders early on in the process to 
build a shared knowledge base.

•	 #P�KPUVKVWVKQP�NGCFGT�YKVJ�FGFKECVGF�
funding to coordinate the assessment 
and work with stakeholders including 
EQCUVCN�5VCVGU��QVJGT�5VCVGU��UGEVQTCN�DQF-
ies, industry (such as deploying ships of 
opportunity with sensors to gather data), 
scientists and civil society may thus be 
a key mechanism for consultations and 
collaboration in the pre-proposal stage
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curriculum, including as part of any 
capacity development initiatives? 

2. Consultation on proposals 
under Article 18 

The proposed process for consultations on propos-
als appears to be a series of bilateral consultations 
facilitated by the BBNJ Secretariat. What happens 
if there are conflicting results amongst the various 
states and stakeholders?

•	 To avoid potentially conflicting responses 
during the formal consultation process 
for ABMTs, the consultation process 
should be broad and very inclusive. All 
EQPEGTPGF�2CTVKGU��QTICPK\CVKQPU��KPUVKVW-
tions should have access to the proposal 
and be able to make comments on it. But 
is this enough? Further iterations and a 
written procedure may be required.

•	 Close working with relevant stakeholders, 
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get all the stakeholders to the table. 
Which leads to the practical question of 
how to link regional knowledge of the 
%QOOKUUKQP�YKVJ�C�5VCVG�RCTV[�VJCV�ECP�
make the proposal? 

•	 6JG�152#4�%QPXGPVKQP�RTQEGUU�HQT�VJG�
designation of MPAs was held up as an 
example of a facilitated process. The 
152#4�5GETGVCTKCV�KU�CWVJQTK\GF�VQ�NGCF�
EQPUWNVCVKQP�YKVJ�ƒUJGTKGU�QTICPKUCVKQPU��
particularly NEAFC, and countries of the 
other side of the Atlantic. This feedback 
is compiled and discussed in the multilat-
GTCN�UEKGPVKƒE�ITQWR��5QOG�QTICPK\CVKQPU�
such as FAO are approached directly. 
The importance of engaging academia 
and NGO was also highlighted as these 
stakeholders often hold valuable informa-
tion. While it is up to Parties themselves 
VQ�FGEKFG��VJG�5GETGVCTKCV�ECP�FQ�OWEJ�
in addition to opening an online call for 
consultation.

3. Decision-making under Article 
19 [Alt 1]

Which of the relevant IFBs for your region 
have mandates for the adoption of biodiversity 
conservation measures based on precaution and 
ecosystem-based approaches? Are there any biodi-
versity conservation measures already in place for 
your region? 

For the Thermal Dome: 

•	 The institution, frameworks, and bodies 
to take decisions to adopt conservation 
measures are not in place and are still 
GXQNXKPI��5+%#�CPF�KVU�%QOOKUUKQP�
for the Environment have developed a 
5-year Work Plan, which will hopefully be 
approved in February 2022. This Plan ap-
RNKGU�VQ�''<U�DWV�VJG�KFGC�KU�VJCV�KV�UJQWNF�
also recognise that the Thermal Dome is 

also in ABNJ. There is a commitment to 
work with other international and regional 
organisations. 

•	  It was noted that the Antigua Convention 

4GIKQPCN�5GCU�%QPXGPVKQP��GZKUVU�DWV�
JCU�[GV�VQ�DG�TCVKƒGF��6JGTG�KU�C�IQXGTP-
ance gap in terms of non-tuna regional 
management.

•	 There are no conservation management 
measures yet in place for the Dome. The 
CBD has described part of the area as an 
'$5#��DWV�PQ�OCPCIGOGPV�KU�KORNKGF�D[�
VJG�'$5#�FGUETKRVKQP��5KOKNCTN[��C�)1$+�+-+�
YQTMUJQR�VQ�DTKPI�VQIGVJGT�UEKGPVKƒE�
information to describe “Important Marine 
Mammal Areas” (IMMA), now scheduled 
HQT�������YKNN�UVTGPIVJGP�VJG�UEKGPVKƒE�
baseline. Early consideration is being 
IKXGP�VQ�YJGVJGT�C�255#�KU�CRRTQRTKCVG��

•	 /CT8KXCŨU�TQNG�
CU�CP�KPFGRGPFGPV�0)1��
is to raise awareness, support the 
UEKGPVKƒE�ECUG�CPF�KPHQTO�5+%#��2QVGPVKCN�
future World Heritage considerations are 
another element worth considering. It 
YCU�PQVGF�VJCV�2CEKƒE�EQWPVTKGU�CV�$$0,�
are advocating complementary measures 
(i.e. not undermining) and where a gap 
exists, such as this, one possibility is that 
the BBNJ COP could adopt additional 
measures.

+P�VJG�5CTICUUQ�5GC��

•	 There is currently no non-tuna RFMO in 
the southern edge. The Western Central 
Atlantic Fishery Commission (WECAFC), 
C�TGIKQPCN�ƒUJGTKGU�CFXKUQT[�DQF[��KU�FKU-
cussing extending its mandate to become 
C�OCPCIGOGPV�DQF[�Ť�DWV�VJKU�OC[�VCMG�
some time, so in the meantime it has no 
mandate to adopt binding management 
measures on its members. 

•	 A more strategic planning process will 
JGNR�VJG�5CTICUUQ�5GC�%QOOKUUKQP�
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identify gaps in knowledge, management 
and governance relevant to future ABMTs. 
The upcoming GEF and FFEM projects 
CTG�FGUKIPGF�VQ�RTQXKFG�VJG�ƒPCPEKPI�VQ�
convene all the stakeholders to orches-
trate a planning effort, which is currently 
NCEMKPI�KP�VJG�5CTICUUQ�5GC��CU�KP�CNN�QVJGT�
high seas areas. 

•	 The BBNJ Agreement could help by 
providing a mandate and capacity for an 
overarching convening organisation, by 
strengthening the communication be-
VYGGP�GZKUVKPI�QTICPK\CVKQPU��CPF�MGGRKPI�
such planning efforts under review.

ii. What sort of decision-making procedures are 
in place within these IFBs? What difference might 
that make? 

•	 Will need to identify early on the process-
es, decision-processes and timeframes 
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•	 In terms of the role of technological tools, 
key factors to consider include:
•	 role for clearing-house mechanism in 

coordinating, data etc. 
•	 ECRCEKV[�PGGFU�KP�EQCUVCN�5VCVG�U�

closest to the are to be protected
•	 GFWECVKQP�CYCTGPGUU���CEVQTU�PGGF�VQ�

know what is out there to protect 
•	 YKVJQWV�MPQYNGFIG�VJGTG�YQPŨV�DG�

CNNQECVKQP�QH�ƒPCPEKCN�TGUQWTEGU
•	 CNUQ�PGGF�CYCTGPGUU�QH�YJCV�DQFKGU�

tools there are to manage it - many 
unaware of how good the technology 
is and how fast it is developing - we 
can do this!

b. What might be some key priority elements for a 
management plan, or for a research and monitoring 
plan?

•	 Key priorities for a management plan for the 
6JGTOCN�&QOG�OKIJV�KPENWFG�UJCTM�ƒUJ-
eries, vessel speed, climate parameters, 
cumulative impacts including in-direct 
impacts of land-based sources and 
possible future deep-sea mining plumes. 
Connectivity also needs to be incorporat-
GF����DQVJ�XGTVKECN�CPF�JQTK\QPVCN���YJGP�
looking at pelagic species and dynamic 
movement of protected features.

•	 May be useful to consider management 
plans for existing large MPAs to share 
lessons learnt was highlighted e.g. what 
species to conserve, what means used to 
carry out surveillance etc. 

•	 In an ideal case scenario BBNJ agree-
ment can adopt a management plan 
including measures in collaboration with 
existing bodies. 

•	 Key elements of a management planning 
process, based on lessons learned from 
large MPAs include: 

•	 Build up a “picture” of the area and 
threats. this is essential but can take 
a long time

•	 Identify species to be conserved 
- start with species known to be 
affected - e.g. whales, tunas, tdu0i <<ieBDC 
u63anagem263anagem263anagem263anagem263anagem263anagem26363a5 (picturDo75 722.8819 Tm
(a long time)Tj
ET
EMC 
/Span <</Lang (en-GB)/MCID 2122 >>BD64
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such as ocean temperatures, salinity, 
oxygen and pH as well as the impacts 
of these changes on the effectives of 
ABMTs.

•	 Climate change impacts on the Dome 
are uncertain - understanding these and 
translating what they mean will be a huge 
EJCNNGPIG�
G�I��ƒUJKPI�OC[�KPVGPUKH[�QT�FG-
crease according to different scenarios). 

•	 More thought is needed in terms of 
FGVGTOKPKPIǡC�DCUGNKPG��6JG�&QOG�YCU�
QDUGTXGFǡD[�01##�QXGT�����FGECFGU�
and IATTC has an Observer Programme, 
but much remains unknown and what is 
known may be changing. 

•	 1PIQKPI�CEEGUU�VQ�UEKGPVKƒE�KPHQTOCVKQP�
and evidence will be of paramount impor-
tance not only on the ecological status of 
the area but also in relation to the impact 
of economic activities on the concerned 
ecosystems

•	 Technology can allow mapping of biolog-
ical features and ensure that ABMTs also 
OQXG�CEEQTFKPI�VQ�VJGUG�EJCPIKPI�FCVC��
but tracking technology is needed for 
that and acceptability by a wide range of 
actors is the challenge. New technology 
mayTs56>1<</Lang (en-GB)/MCID 2195 >>BDC ET
EMC 
/S92J
ET
EMC 
/S
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Conclusions: 

Considerations for negotiators stemming from 
these discussions included:

1.	 Urgency to finalize in 2022: Considering 
the urgent need to protect global ocean 
health, productivity and resilience and 
safeguard marine life beyond national 
DQWPFCTKGU��KV�KU�ETWEKCN�VJCV�CNN�5VCVGU�
and other stakeholders cooperate to 
conclude an ambitious BBNJ Agreement 
CU�UQQP�CU�RQUUKDNG��5JQWNF�+)%��PQV�DG�
CDNG�VQ�CFQRV�VJG�ƒPCN�VGZV�QH�VJG�$$0,�
Agreement, any subsequent IGC session 
should take place in 2022.

2.	 Equity is an enabling condition for 
WPNQEMKPI�DGPGƒVU�HQT�JWOCPMKPF�CPF�VJG�
ocean beyond borders. Inequality is a per-
vasive concern including with regards to 
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differing interests, build knowledge and 
trust, encourage early collaboration to 
enable access to and exchange of data, 
and encourage as well as build support 
for buy-in to conservation measures. 
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Annex B: Agenda

REVISED AGENDA 

Workshop on Area-based Management Tools  
in Areas Beyond National Jurisdiction

8KTVWCN�5GVVKPI
7 & 8 December 2021

(Central European Time) 
Zoom

Overall objective of the workshop:
Identify key steps (and challenges) for establishing ABMTs under the BBNJ Agreement, using the two 
CTGCU�QH�VJG�5CTICUUQ�5GC�CPF�VJG�6JGTOCN�&QOG�CU�EQPETGVG�ECUG�UVWFKGU�

New setting:
A.	 Introductory part: fully virtual 7 & 8 December 2021
B.	 Follow-up activities in Q1 2022 ahead of IGC4

Background documents:
•	 The two outcome documents from the 2019 IUCN ABMT workshop:

•	 5WOOCT[�Ť���RCIGT
•	 Workshop report

•	 IUCN Comments on BBNJ draft text Aug 2019 (Feb 2020)
•	 Area Based Management Tools (ABMTs) *KIJ�5GCU�#NNKCPEG�
*5#��$4+'(+0)�����*QY�FQ�/2#U�

and other ABMTs differ? 

https://www.iucn.org/sites/dev/files/content/documents/iucn_abmt_-_4_pager_final_web.pdf
https://www.iucn.org/sites/dev/files/content/documents/iucn_abmt_-_report_final_web.pdf
https://www.iucn.org/sites/dev/files/iucn_comments_on_bbnj_draft_text_-_august_2019.pdf
https://www.highseasalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/ABMTs-BRIEFING-2_-How-do-MPAs-and-other-ABMTs-differ_.pdf
https://www.highseasalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/ABMTs-BRIEFING-2_-How-do-MPAs-and-other-ABMTs-differ_.pdf


Tuesday 7 December 2021  
(15:00 – 18:00 CET)

15:00 - 15:15 Opening by Minna Epps 
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Annex C: Questions for Breakout Groups

Key steps for establishing ABMTs including 
MPAs in the Sargasso Sea / Thermal Dome un-
der the BBNJ Agreement: processes, challenges 
and opportunities 

Questions for breakout group discussion on 
Tuesday 8 December 15:15-16:30 CET

Discussions will draw from draft BBNJ Agreement 
articles 17-21; please bring your knowledge of the 
Sargasso Sea and Thermal Dome regions as well 
as experiences in other arenas

1.	 Preparation of proposal under Article 
17: 

a.	 What might be the conservation objectives 
for the two areas, given what we know 
already?

i.	 Which ABMTs might be more 
suitable for advancing sustainable 
use? Which ABMTs might advance 
comprehensive conservation? Are 
any tools missing?

b.	 What kind of knowledge do we have already, 
and what sort of technical tools and 
resources are needed?

i.	 9JCV�OKIJV�DG�UQOG�QH�VJG�DGPGƒVU�
or challenges of collaborating with 
relevant stakeholders in the early 
stages of proposal development?

ii.	 What could be the added value of 
integrated assessments? 

iii.	 Are there examples in other 
CTGPC�YJGTG�VJGTG�CTG�ƒPCPEKCN�
mechanisms to gather the requisite 
information for ABMT proposals? 

2.	 Consultation on proposals under 
Article 18:

a.	 The proposed process for consultations on 
proposals appears to be a series of bilateral 
consultations facilitated by the BBNJ 
5GETGVCTKCV��

i.	 What happens if there are conflicting 
results amongst the various states 
and stakeholders?

ii.	 What might be the added value of 
multi-stakeholder deliberation?

3.	 Decision-making under Article 19 
[Alt 1]:

a.	 Which of the relevant IFBs for your 
region have mandates for the adoption 
of biodiversity conservation measures 
based on precaution and ecosystem-based 
approaches?

i.	 Are there any biodiversity 
conservation measures already in 
place for your region?

ii.	 What sort of decision-making 
procedures are in place within these 
IFBs? What difference might that 
make?

4.	 Implementation, monitoring and 
review Articles 20 and 21: 

a.	 What should proponents be aware of at 
this stage regarding the challenges of 
implementing and monitoring ABMTs 
including MPAs? 

b.	 What might be some key priority elements 
for a management plan, or for a research and 
monitoring plan?



For more information, visit 
www.iucn.org/bbnj

http://www.iucn.org/bbnj


http://www.iucn.org/bbnj
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