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INFORMATION NOTE
NOVEMBER 2021

World Commission on Protected Areas (WCPA) information note
for UNFCCC COP26: Role of Protected and Conserved Areas (PCAS)

in attaining the Paris Agreement Target.

As Parties to the UNFCCC and the Paris Agreement convene in Glasgow, Scotland,
IUCN and the World Commission on Protected Areas (WCPA) would like to emphasize
the following points, building on the key messages agreed on by IUCN’s 1,500+ State,
Government Agency, NGO and IPO Members in the Marseille Manifesto and various
other resolutions at the IUCN World Conservation Congress (WCC) in Marseille,
France in September 2021
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For more information please
contact:

Madhu Rao

Chair

World Commission on
Protected Areas
Madhu.rao@iucn.org

Risa Smith

Leader

Protected Areas Climate
Change Specialist Group
Risa.smith@iucn.org
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IUCN World Headquarters
Rue Mauverney 28

1196 Gland

Switzerland

Tel: +41 22 999 0000

Fax: +41 22 999 0002

mail@iucn.org
WWW.iucn.org
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https://royalsocietypublishing.org/doi/10.1098/rstb.2019.0128
https://royalsocietypublishing.org/doi/10.1098/rstb.2019.0128
https://ipbes.net/sites/default/files/2021-06/20210609_workshop_report_embargo_3pm_CEST_10_june_0.pdf
https://ipbes.net/sites/default/files/2021-06/20210609_workshop_report_embargo_3pm_CEST_10_june_0.pdf
https://ipbes.net/sites/default/files/inline/files/ipbes_global_assessment_report_summary_for_policymakers.pdf
https://ipbes.net/sites/default/files/inline/files/ipbes_global_assessment_report_summary_for_policymakers.pdf
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https://www.ipcc.ch/sr15/
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https://escholarship.org/uc/item/0tg0h7gx
https://escholarship.org/uc/item/0tg0h7gx

0 e emerging scientific evidence is that at least
30% and up to 70% or more of the world
should be protected, conserved and restored in
an interconnected way to safeguard biodiversity,
stabilize the climate and provide a foundation for
a sustainable relationship with Earth’.
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https://www.iucncongress2020.org/motion/101
https://www.iucncongress2020.org/motion/101
https://escholarship.org/uc/item/2961n2qt
https://escholarship.org/uc/item/2961n2qt
https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/sciadv.aaw2869
https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/sciadv.aaw2869
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0 At the same tlme_that PCAs represent part of pledged for COVID relief to date™.
the solution to climate change, they are also
compromised by its impacts. 0 To prevent future pandemics, governments
) ] ) ) need to address the destruction of nature,
o Climate change impacts experienced in the past including deforestation and high-risk wildlife
few years, including the increasing frequency trade as land-use change is the main driver of
and intensity of heatwaves, has resulted in coral the emergence of zoonotic diseases. PCAs can
bleaching®, mass die-0 s of intertidal marine life™, e ectively limit land-use change and habitat losste.
mass tree mortality**2, increased intensity and
extent of fires and changes in seasonal activities of o Investments in PCAs can achieve multiple goals
animals® and has resulted in the inability of many cost-e ectively, including biodiversity protection?’,
PCA:s to achieve their objectives. climate change mitigation*®, improvements to

physical and mental health®®, and local economic
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0 e use of Nature-based Solutions should be their full potentiaL ere iS NOW a once-in-a-

in addition to the imperative to reduce direct
GHG emissions.

o0 Parties are encouraged to include, in their NDCs,
separate targets for direct GHG emissions and
nature-based solutions.

IUCN/World Commission on Protected Areas 4



