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Introduction 

This paper was developed as input to the evolving deliberations on the post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework (GBF) 

under the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD). It sets out general principles by which Nature-based Solutions 

(NbS) can contribute to addressing biodiversity loss and ensuring people benefit from nature. Strengthening the 

emphasis on NbS in the GBF has the potential to bring about transformational change in society’s relationship with 

nature, accelerate progress towards the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and ensure that, by 2050, the shared 
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https://www.cbd.int/doc/c/3064/749a/0f65ac7f9def86707f4eaefa/post2020-prep-02-01-en.pdf
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Bringing clarity to the terminology 

The term Nature-based Solutions (NbS) has become widely used 

in a number of policy processes in recent years, in line with the 

growing 

https://www.iucn.org/theme/nature-based-solutions/about/iucn-global-standard-nbs
https://www.cbd.int/doc/c/46bf/8fcc/4fc82767c058517caa96892d/sbstta-24-inf-11-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/publications/cbd-ts-93-en.pdf
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The importance of NbS in the post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figures 2 and 3. Nature-based Solutions for sustainable development, and selected targets of the updated zero draft post-2020 global biodiversity 

framework  (CBD/POST2020/PREP/2/1) with possible NbS approaches. UNEP/PEDRR 2020. 

NbS are “a powerful ally to address societal challenges” (IUCN Global Standard for NbS, 2020), are “a fundamental part 

of action for climate and biodiversity” (UN Climate Action Summit, 2019), and “offer the best way to achieve human well-

being” (UNEP, 2020).  NbS are one of the best tools society has to underpin the current draft 2030 

https://www.cbd.int/doc/c/3064/749a/0f65ac7f9def86707f4eaefa/post2020-prep-02-01-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/c/3064/749a/0f65ac7f9def86707f4eaefa/post2020-prep-02-01-en.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41598-017-09269-z
https://www.nepa.gov.jm/new/projects/docs/WorldBank2019_ForcesOfNature.pdf
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0921800918315167?via%3Dihub
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/gcb.15310?af=R
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/increasing-ambition-towards-a-climate-resilient-zero-carbon-economy
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/increasing-ambition-towards-a-climate-resilient-zero-carbon-economy
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NbS demand sustained actions, investments, and policies that

https://www.cbd.int/doc/c/3064/749a/0f65ac7f9def86707f4eaefa/post2020-prep-02-01-en.pdf
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Proposed targets 

The changes made to the Action Targets in the updated zero draft GBF (CBD/POST2020/PREP/2/1), based on the 

views presented by the Parties so far, represent progress, especially with greater inclusion of NbS (Targets 7, 10), and 

related approaches (e.g. green/blue space in Target 11). The following suggestions would further refine the targets, 

using NbS as an instrument driving transformative change. 

- NbS could be framed in the GBF as a way to enlist the contribution of biodiversity conservation and nature in 

meeting the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), beyond SDGs 14 (Life Below Water) and 15 (Life on 

Land), which are already explicitly intertwined with the objectives of the CBD. Overconsumption and unsustain-

able use of biological resources is a key factor for the degradation of biodiversity on the one hand and the 

perpetuation of poverty and 

https://www.cbd.int/doc/c/3064/749a/0f65ac7f9def86707f4eaefa/post2020-prep-02-01-en.pdf


https://www.cbd.int/conferences/post2020/submissions/2020-045
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PROPOSED 



https://www.cbd.int/decision/cop/?id=12299
https://www.cbd.int/doc/publications/cbd-ts-93-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/publications/cbd-ts-93-en.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1111/gcb.15310
https://doi.org/10.2305/������ϲʿ�������ֳ�ֱ��.CH.2020.08.en
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41598-017-09269-z
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ecolecon.2019.106487
https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/29705/190825NBSManifesto.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/29705/190825NBSManifesto.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://www.unenvironment.org/news-and-stories/news/2020-super-year-nature-and-biodiversity
https://www.unenvironment.org/news-and-stories/news/2020-super-year-nature-and-biodiversity
https://www.nepa.gov.jm/new/projects/docs/WorldBank2019_ForcesOfNature.pdf
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This paper is presented as a contribution to the ongoing discussions towards the adoption of a Post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework  (GBF). The 

views presented herein do not necessarily represent the official position of

 


