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and reservoirs of greenhouse gases ...”  The Paris Agreement 
also clearly notes “the importance of ensuring the integrity 
of all ecosystems, including oceans, and the protection 
of biodiversity”. New and revised Nationally Determined 
Contributions (NDCs) submitted in support of the Paris 
Agreement provide an opportunity to increase global ambition 
on climate change through nature-based climate solutions, 
including increased protection, resilience, restoration and 
improved management of carbon-dense, high-biodiversity 
ecosystems. New and revised NDCs also provide an 
opportunity for countries to consider actions with co-benefits 
for climate change adaptation and mitigation, biodiversity loss 
and sustainable development, with specific targets. Currently 
only one third of countries refer to protected areas as a means 
of attaining adaptation and mitigation goals in their NDCs.
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than one third of the carbon identified in community lands 
across the tropics lies in areas without secure tenure rights. 
The Amazon Basin, Congo Basin, boreal, tundra, Borneo and 
New Guinea ecoregions all store massive amounts of above 
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