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IUCN WCPA Technical Note Series No. 1:   
Privately protected areas: international reporting and their relationship with OECMs 
 
IUCN defines a privately protected area (PPA) as a protected area under private governance - i.e. individuals 
and groups of individuals; non-governmental organisations; corporations – both existing commercial 
companies and sometimes corporations set up by groups of private owners to manage groups of PPAs; for-
profit owners; research entities or religious entities.   
 
In 2018, signatories to the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) provided a definition of “other effective 
area-based conservation measures”1 (OECMs), bringing clarity to the wording of Aichi Biodiversity Target 11 
of the CBD S  have nature 

conservation as the primary (or joint-primary) management objective, OECMs are areas of effective in situ 
conservation of biodiversity that may or may not have nature conservation as an objective. OECMs come in 
three broad types: 
1. Ancillary conservation: areas delivering in-situ conservation as a by-product of management, i.e. where 

biodiversity conservation is not an objective (e.g. some military training grounds). 
2. Secondary conservation: active conservation of an area where biodiversity outcomes are a secondary 

management objective (e.g. some watershed management areas); 
3. Primary conservation: areas meeting the IUCN definition of a protected area, but where the governance 

authority
4 does not wish the area to be reported as a protected area. This is likely to be a relatively rare 

category of OECM, and would be used to avoid unintended consequences, such as in countries where 
government regulations forbid human occupation in a protected area. 

 
Reporting PPAs 
It has become apparent that guidance is needed about how PPAs might be reported on internationally in cases 
where the governance authority recognises them as protected areas but the government does not report 
them to the World Database on Protected Areas (WDPA). The 2016 IUCN World Conservation Congress 
confirmed that privately protected areas should be recognised as protected areas.5  
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However, some governments have not reported all types of protected areas or OECMs to the WDPA and World 
Database on OECMs (WD-OECM) in the past, either because they decided not to, or are not aware that these 
areas can be reported. In further instances, governments may not have access to the necessary data for 
reporting. In all such cases PPAs and private OECMs may still be reported, and additional guidance and 
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