
According to production trends, aquaculture will likely exceed fisheries turnover over the medium to long term. 
However, in order to prosper, aquaculture will have to address some serious growth and cross-cutting issues 
related to its impact on the environment. According to the commitment to the United Nations Convention on 
Biological Diversity (CBD), the IUCN Centre for Mediterranean Cooperation undertook an analysis to assess two 
different aquaculture situations in North African countries (Triangle Area - Egypt and Tipaza Wilaya - Algeria). This 
project aims to validate the methodology for the implementation of an Ecosystem Approach for aquaculture. The 
objective is to assist stakeholders in improving and/or setting up a more robust Ecosystem Based Management 
(EBM) framework in order to shift to a consensual approach between all activities in the area. It is based on 
aquaculture’s carrying capacity, from biological, social, economic and knowledge standpoints. 

Based on the 12 Principles of the Ecosystem Approach defined by the Convention on Biological Diversity, IUCN 
has developed a five step methodology for the implementation of the Approach.
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