
                                     

IUCN BRIEFING FOR NEGOTIATORS 
 

Section of the BBNJ Further revised draft text under consideration: 
PART IX: SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTES AND ADVISORY OPINIONS 
 

Key messages: 
States and civil society have invested in this process because we recognize that the rule of law is a 
peaceful path to resolving conflicts and the surest route to the world we want. The UN General Assembly 
��������� �����������������������ǲ���������������� ����������ǳ. Formal dispute settlement, either 
arbitration or adjudication, is a tool that is widely recognized as necessary to the rule of law. Advisory 
opinions provide valuable guidance before contentious disputes arise, but can only be sought if there is 
a provision for them in the text of the BBNJ Agreement. Technical disagreements might be efficiently 
addressed through ad hoc expert panels, but they should not foreclose formal dispute settlement under 
Article 55. 
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