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(e) The importance for threatened, endangered or declining species or habitats; 

(f) Vulnerability, including to climate change and ocean acidification;  

(g) Fragility; 

(h) Sensitivity;  

(i) Biological diversity; 

(ibis)  [and Pproductivity];  

[(j) Representativeness;] [move to network criteria] 

(k) Dependency; 

[(l) Exceptional Nnaturalness;]  

(m) Importance for eEcological connectivity [and/or coherence];  

(n) Important ecological processes occurring therein;  

(r) Slow recovery and resilience;  

[(q) Cumulative and transboundary impacts;]  

 

 

Social, cultural and economic criteria 

 

[(o) Economic and social factors;] [ 

(p) Cultural heritage factors;]  

(p bis) Baseline for monitoring studies 

(p ter) Long term research studies 

 

 

Criteria related to MPA network design  

 

(m) Ecological connectivity and/or coherence;  

 (j) Representativeness;  

(s) Adequacy and viability;  

(t) Replication;  

(u) Feasibility.] . 

 

 

5. Rationale for the 

https://wwwcdn.imo.org/localresources/en/OurWork/Environment/Documents/A24-Res.982.pdf
https://wwwcdn.imo.org/localresources/en/OurWork/Environment/Documents/A24-Res.982.pdf


three categories: ecological criteria; social, cultural, and economic criteria; and scientific 

and educational criteria. For Annex I, IUCN suggests adding a fourth set of criteria for 

the design of representative networks of connected and ecologically coherent MPAs.  

 

Regarding criterion for “Productivity”: Suggest separating “productivity” from 


