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Key facts

North Africa is considered the poorest of all African sub-regions in terms of freshwater resources: except for the Nile
River, permanent rivers are only found in the northern part of Morocco, Algeria and Tunisia. The increasing demand
for freshwater, due to economic and demographic developments, constitutes a major pressure in the region to these
ecosystems on which both local human populations and freshwater species strictly depend.

Monitoring freshwater basins is therefore important to prevent the loss of these ecosystems. Five freshwater taxa,
representing a range of trophic levels within the food webs that support wetlands, have been selected in the study of
the status and distribution of northern African freshwater biodiversity to evaluate the quality of northern African
basins: fish, molluscs, dragonflies, crabs and aquatic plants.

A total of 877 species has been assessed. Some 247 species have been listed as threatened with extinction, and 50
are already extinct globally or regionally (1 being an endemic fish, Salmo pallaryi, and 17 being molluscs). Out of the
199 species endemic to the region, almost a half (94 species) are presently threatened with extinction; this means
that once they disappear, they will be found nowhere else in the world.

The study has shown a not homogenous distribution of species richness. The highest number of freshwater species
has been recorded in the Mediterranean Maghreb and the Nile River in Egypt, where also threatened species
concentrate — the North of Morocco and the Atlas mountains host 53% of the species assessed as threatened.

Habitat loss and degradation induced by humans, together with pollution, appear to be the most important threats.
There is an urgent need to integrate freshwater biodiversity information as a factor of relevance in new planning

processes, improve data availability to decision makers, and so assure the survival of the species and the
availability of the essential resources provided by these ecosystems.

The IUCN Red List of Threatened Species ™
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Conservation Status Assessment

representation of aquatic and wetlands habitats. Some 877 Among the 877 fr_eshwa_ter _evaluated taxa,_ 247 (28%) are I.iStEd
: : e as threatened with extinction, out of which 7% are Critically
species have been assess_ed in the freshwater hablte_xts of the End d 8% End d d 13% Vul bl
region, 199 of these being unique to North Africa. The ndangered, ovo aré £ndangered, an /o are vuinerable.
Maghrebian region has revealed to be a true biodiversity North Africa has resulted to be the region with the highest rate
hotspot with a surprisingly high quantity of species, both of extinction of freshwater species in the continent: 2% of the
endemic, threatened and assessed. species are already globally extinct and 4% are no longer
present in the region. Moreover, almost half of the species
endemic to the area are presently threatened with extinction.

Groups of species assessed

Although poor in water resources, the region shows a good

. No. of
Categories .
Species
EX Extinct 18
RE Regionally Extinct 32
CR Critically Endangered 61
EN Endangered 72
VU Vulnerable 114
NT Near Threatened 83
LC Least Concern 373
DD Data Deficient 124
Total 877

FISH

Assessed species: 128

Threatened species: 27%

Endemic species: 32 (32% threatened)
Species regionally extinct: 23

Species globally extinct: 1 (endemic)

MOLLUSCS

Assessed species: 155

Threatened species: 45%

Endemic species: 85 (58% threatened)
Species regionally extinct: 2

Species globally extinct: 17 (15 endemic)

DRAGONFLIES AND DAMSELFLIES

Assessed species: 82

Threatened species: 24% (20 species)
Endemic species: 7 (29% threatened)
Species regionally extinct: 6

Species globally extinct: O

CRABS

Assessed species: 3
Threatened species: 0%
Endemic species: 1




