
 �Pinna nobilis is a long-lived Mediterranean endemic species, considered one of the biggest bivalve molluscs in the 
Mediterranean Sea. It has a wide distribution across coastal areas, occurring mainly in seagrass meadows, but also 
present in other habitats such as rocky bottoms or rhodoliths beds. 

 �Populations of this fan mussel are strongly dependent on the survival of adults. Successive hermaphrodism (e.g. changing  
sex at different stages in life) together with low and patchy recruitment make the recovery of populations more difficult 
and less likely to happen. Whereas fan mussels mainly reproduce during the summer months, the period of larval 
settlement, which can occur far from the parental sites, is usually concentrated between July and October. 
 �Pinna nobilis plays a key ecological role by filtering water and retaining large amounts of organic matter from 
suspended detritus contributing to water clarity. Its uniqueness attracts many scuba-divers across the Mediterranean. 
Besides, its surfaces are colonized by other benthic species, including algae and macroinvertebrates, thus increasing 
the local biodiversity.

 �A mass mortality event affecting Pinna nobilis populations was first detected in 2016 along the Spanish coast. The still 
ongoing mortality outbreak has been found to be caused by a pathogen 




