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https://www.decadeonrestoration.org/publications/principles-ecosystem-restoration-guide-united-nations-decade-2021-2030
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https://sdg.iisd.org/
https://sdg-cop.unescap.org/
http://www.urbansdgplatform.org/index.msc


GUIDING PRINCIPLES ON ECOSYSTEM RESTORATION 

!²¾�}² �¾¸×Í£�Ü×£¾¸Ñ: ��¾ÑïÑ×�· Í�Ñ×¾Í}×£¾¸ �¾¸×Í£�Ü×�Ñ

×¾ ×¡� ^: SÜÑ×}£¸}�²� ��è�²¾Ê·�¸× !¾}²Ñ }¸� ×¡� !¾}²Ñ

¾� ×¡� O£¾ �¾¸è�¸×£¾¸Ñ.


Í¾}� �¸�}��·�¸×: ��¾ÑïÑ×�· Í�Ñ×¾Í}×£¾¸ ÊÍ¾·¾×�Ñ

£¸�²ÜÑ£è� }¸� Ê}Í×£�£Ê}×¾Íï �¾è�Í¸}¸��, Ñ¾�£}² �}£Í¸�ÑÑ

}¸� �ÌÜ£×ï �Í¾· ×¡� Ñ×}Í× }¸� ×¡Í¾Ü�¡¾Ü× ×¡� ÊÍ¾��ÑÑ

}¸� ¾Ü×�¾·�Ñ. 

9}¸ï YïÊ�Ñ ¾� ��×£è£×£�Ñ: ��¾ÑïÑ×�· Í�Ñ×¾Í}×£¾¸ £¸�²Ü��Ñ

} �¾¸×£¸ÜÜ· ¾� Í�Ñ×¾Í}×£¾¸ }�×£è£×£�Ñ.


�¸��£×Ñ ×¾ :}×ÜÍ� }¸� L�¾Ê²�: ��¾ÑïÑ×�· Í�Ñ×¾Í}×£¾¸

}£·Ñ ×¾ }�¡£�è� ×¡� ¡£�¡�Ñ× ²�è�² ¾� Í��¾è�Íï �¾Í

�£¾�£è�ÍÑ£×ï, ��¾ÑïÑ×�· ¡�}²×¡ }¸� £¸×��Í£×ï, }¸� ¡Ü·}¸

é�²²-��£¸�.

���Í�ÑÑ�Ñ �}ÜÑ�Ñ ¾� ���Í}�}×£¾¸: ��¾ÑïÑ×�·

Í�Ñ×¾Í}×£¾¸ }��Í�ÑÑ�Ñ ×¡� �£Í��× }¸� £¸�£Í��× �}ÜÑ�Ñ ¾�

��¾ÑïÑ×�· ���Í}�}×£¾¸.  

2¸¾é²���� '¸×��Í}×£¾¸: ��¾ÑïÑ×�· Í�Ñ×¾Í}×£¾¸

£¸�¾ÍÊ¾Í}×�Ñ }²² ×ïÊ�Ñ ¾� °¸¾é²���� }¸� ÊÍ¾·¾×�Ñ £×Ñ

�î�¡}¸�� }¸� £¸×��Í}×£¾¸ ×¡Í¾Ü�¡¾Ü× ×¡� ÊÍ¾��ÑÑ. 

9�}ÑÜÍ}�²� !¾}²Ñ: ��¾ÑïÑ×�· Í�Ñ×¾Í}×£¾¸ £Ñ �}Ñ�� ¾¸

é�²²-���£¸��, Ñ¡¾Í×-, ·��£Ü·-, }¸� ²¾¸�-×�Í· ��¾²¾�£�}²,

�Ü²×ÜÍ}² }¸� Ñ¾�£¾-��¾¸¾·£� ¾�®��×£è�Ñ }¸� �¾}²Ñ. 

4¾�}² }¸� 4}¸�/S�}Ñ�}Ê� �¾¸×�î×Ñ: ��¾ÑïÑ×�·

Í�Ñ×¾Í}×£¾¸ £Ñ ×}£²¾Í�� ×¾ ×¡� ²¾�}² ��¾²¾�£�}², �Ü²×ÜÍ}² }¸�

Ñ¾�£¾-��¾¸¾·£� �¾¸×�î×Ñ, é¡£²� �¾¸Ñ£��Í£¸� ×¡� ²}Í��Í

²}¸�Ñ�}Ê� ¾Í Ñ�}Ñ�}Ê�. 

9¾¸£×¾Í£¸� }¸� 9}¸}��·�¸×: ��¾ÑïÑ×�· Í�Ñ×¾Í}×£¾¸

£¸�²Ü��Ñ ·¾¸£×¾Í£¸�, �è}²Ü}×£¾¸ }¸� }�}Ê×£è�

·}¸}��·�¸× ×¡Í¾Ü�¡¾Ü× }¸� ��ï¾¸� ×¡� ²£��×£·� ¾� ×¡�

ÊÍ¾®��× ¾Í ÊÍ¾�Í}··�. 

L¾²£�ï '¸×��Í}×£¾¸: ��¾ÑïÑ×�· Í�Ñ×¾Í}×£¾¸ £Ñ �¸}�²�� �ï

Ê¾²£�£�Ñ }¸� ·�}ÑÜÍ�Ñ ×¡}× ÊÍ¾·¾×� £×Ñ ²¾¸�-×�Í·

ÊÍ¾�Í�ÑÑ, �¾Ñ×�Í£¸� Í�Ê²£�}×£¾¸ }¸� Ñ�}²£¸�-ÜÊ. 
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https://www.fao.org/3/cb6591en/cb6591en.pdf


https://www.ipcc.ch/srccl/chapter/chapter-4/
https://www.decadeonrestoration.org/


https://www.iucn.org/sites/dev/files/content/documents/2021/iucn_restoration_intervention_typology.pdf
https://www.iucn.org/sites/dev/files/content/documents/2021/iucn_restoration_intervention_typology.pdf


HOW CAN I MAKE A DIFFERENCE?

q¾Ü °¸¾é ï¾ÜÍ �¾··Ü¸£×ï ��Ñ×. q¾Ü �}¸ ���¾·� }¸ �îÊ�Í× ¾¸ ×¡�

��Ü�}×£¾¸, Ê¡ïÑ£�}² }�£²£×ï, �£¸}¸�£}² Ê£�×ÜÍ�, }¸� �¸è£Í¾¸·�¸×}² }é}Í�¸�ÑÑ ¾�

ï¾ÜÍÑ�²� }¸� ¾¸, 

http://www.lynnebuchanan.com/blog/2015/11/16/largest-volunteer-marsh-planting-in-the-history-of-tampa-bay
https://fridaysforfuture.org/
http://www.atlantic.edu/events/2021/04/restore-our-earth-virtual-global-event.php
https://www.trashtag.org/
http://www.mangrovesforthefuture.org/
https://www.seagoinggreen.org/blog/changing-tides-of-sustainability-on-maya-beach?rq=coral%20reef
https://www.seagoinggreen.org/blog/changing-tides-of-sustainability-on-maya-beach?rq=coral%20reef
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REFLECTING BEFORE YOU ACT

k¡}× £Ñ ·ï ·¾×£è}×£¾¸?

k¡}× }Í� ×¡� Ñ¾�£}² ��¸��£×Ñ ¾� ·ï }�×£¾¸?

'Ñ £× Ê¾ÑÑ£�²� ×¡}× ·ï }�×£¾¸ ¸��}×£è�²ï £·Ê}�×Ñ ¾×¡�ÍÑ?

%¾é �}¸ ·ï }�×£¾¸ �¸¡}¸�� Í�Ñ£²£�¸��?

�}¸ ' ¡�²Ê ·ï �¾··Ü¸£×ï ���² ·¾Í� �¾¸¸��×��?

%¾é �}¸ ' �� ·¾Í� £¸ ×¾Ü�¡ é£×¡ ¸}×ÜÍ�? 

k¡}× �}¸ ' �¾ ×¾ ¾Í�}¸£ô� £¸ �¾¾Í�£¸}×£¾¸ é£×¡ ¾×¡�ÍÑ?

k¡}× é£²² ×¡� Í�Ñ×¾Í�� ��¾ÑïÑ×�· ·�}¸ ×¾ ×¡� �¾··Ü¸£×ï? 

�Í� ×¡�Í� �£���Í £ÑÑÜ�Ñ ¡�Í� ×¡}× ¸��� ×¾ �� ×}�°²��? 


��¾Í� é� �£è� £¸×¾ é¡}× �Í}ÑÑÍ¾¾×Ñ }�×£¾¸ �}¸ ²¾¾° ²£°� }¸� ¡¾é ï¾Ü �}¸

Ñ×}Í× ï¾ÜÍ ��¾ÑïÑ×�· Í�Ñ×¾Í}×£¾¸ ÊÍ¾®��×, �×} } × }¸ } � &à¡ Ñ (� �ï?

¸ &

https://www.cell.com/trends/ecology-evolution/fulltext/S0169-5347(20)30248-2


ASPECTS OF GRASSROOTS ACTION

O�Ñ�}Í�¡ ×¡� £ÑÑÜ�
�Ñ° }Í¾Ü¸� �¾Í

£¸�¾Í·}×£¾¸ ¾¸ ×¡� £ÑÑÜ�

L¾Ñ× }�¾Ü× ×¡� £ÑÑÜ�, ×�²²

ï¾ÜÍ Ê��ÍÑ

�£Ñ�ÜÑÑ é£×¡ �Í£�¸�Ñ,

Ñ�}Í�¡ �¾Í �î£Ñ×£¸� �Í¾ÜÊÑ 

%¾²� } ·��×£¸� é£×¡

Ê}ÑÑ£¾¸}×� ¸�£�¡�¾Í�Ñ

�Í�}×� }  }���¾¾° !Í¾ÜÊ

�¾Í Ê}ÑÑ£¾¸}×� Ê�¾Ê²� 

9}°� } !¾ Ü¸�9� ×¾

�Ü¸� ���¾Í×Ñ

�ÊÊ²ï �¾Í } �Í}¸× ×¾ �Ü¸�

Í�Ñ×¾Í}×£¾¸ ���¾Í×Ñ

 ¾Ñ×�Í �Ü²×ÜÍ}² Ñ¡£�× ¾� 

 Ñ×�é}Í�Ñ¡£Ê 

S×}Í× } Ñ¾�£}² ·��£}

�}·Ê}£�¸ ¾Í �²¾�

%¾Ñ× } é��£¸}Í ¾Í �¾ÍÜ·

%¾Ñ× }¸ ��Ü�}×£¾¸}²

·��×£¸� ¾¸ ×¡� ×¾Ê£�

S�£�¸��

�¾··Ü¸£×ï

Í ¶ ��×�

¶
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Get the facts
Y¡� �£ÍÑ× Ñ×�Ê £¸ ��×�Í·£¸£¸� ï¾ÜÍ �Í}ÑÑÍ¾¾×Ñ }�×£¾¸ £Ñ £��¸×£�ï£¸� £� ï¾ÜÍ

��¾ÑïÑ×�· £Ñ £¸ �}�× ���Í}���. '¸ S��×£¾¸ 1, é� Ñ¡¾é�� ï¾Ü é¡}× } ���Í}���

��¾ÑïÑ×�· ·}ï ²¾¾° ²£°�. '×'Ñ ²£°�²ï ×¡}× }¸ ��¾ÑïÑ×�· ×¡}× ²¾¾°Ñ ¡}Í·�� £Ñ, £¸

�}�×, ���Í}���, �Ü× ×¡£Ñ £Ñ ¸¾× }²é}ïÑ ×¡� �}Ñ�. �¸ÑÜÍ£¸� ï¾Ü ¡}è� Ñ�£�¸��-

�}Ñ�� }ÑÑÜ·Ê×£¾¸Ñ }¸� �£}�¸¾Ñ�Ñ £Ñ £·Ê¾Í×}¸× ×¾ ��è£Ñ� }¸ ���£�£�¸× Ê²}¸. 

@¸�� ï¾Ü ¡}è� ·}�� ×¡� �¾¸�²ÜÑ£¾¸ ×¡}× ï¾ÜÍ ²¾�}² ��¾ÑïÑ×�· £Ñ ���Í}���,

×¡� ¸�î× Ñ×�Ê £Ñ ×¾ �£¸� ¾Ü× é¡ï ×¡£Ñ £Ñ ×¡� �}Ñ�. ^¸��ÍÑ×}¸�£¸� ×¡� �}�×¾ÍÑ

£·Ê}�×£¸� ï¾ÜÍ ��¾ÑïÑ×�· ���¾Í� ×}°£¸� }�×£¾¸ £Ñ �ÍÜ�£}². @×¡�Íé£Ñ�, ï¾Ü ÍÜ¸

×¡� Í£Ñ° ¾� �¾··£××£¸� ×¾ } Ñ¾²Ü×£¾¸ ×¡}× £Ñ �£× Ü£Ñ�



https://www.conservationindia.org/articles/forest-in-a-city-making-of-the-aravalli-biodiversity-park-abp-gurgaon
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STEP 2: COMMUNITY Principle 2: Broad Engagement 

Find your people 
:¾é ×¡}× ï¾Ü ¡}è� �¾¸� ï¾ÜÍ Í�Ñ

https://ca.nextdoor.com/
https://ecosystemrestorationcamps.org/


Who are they? 

18

 £�ÜÍ� 5 �}¸ �� ÜÑ�� ×¾ ��××�Í Ü¸��ÍÑ×}¸� ×¡� Í�Ñ¾ÜÍ��Ñ }¸�

¸�×é¾Í° }è}£²}�²� ×¾ ï¾Ü. 9}ÊÊ£¸� ×¡� }ÑÑ�×Ñ £¸ ï¾ÜÍ �¾··Ü¸£×ï é£²²

�£è� ï¾Ü }¸ £��} ¾� ×¡� ×ïÊ�Ñ ¾� Í�Ñ¾ÜÍ��Ñ ×¡}× ï¾Ü �}¸ ÜÑ� ×¾ ÊÜÑ¡

ï¾ÜÍ Ñ¾²Ü×£¾¸ �¾Íé}Í� ¾¸�� ï¾Ü }Í� Í�}�ï ×¾ ×}°� }�×£¾¸.

q¾Ü'²² �£¸� ×¡}× ×¡� ·}ÊÊ£¸� £Ñ �£è£��� £¸×¾ ×é¾ �}×��¾Í£�Ñ: "k¡}× �¾

×¡�ï ¡}è�" }¸� "k¡¾ }Í� ×¡�ï?". Y¡� �£ÍÑ× �}×��¾Íï ¾¸ ×¡� ²��× �}¸ ��

ÜÑ�� ×¾ ·}Ê ×¡� Í�Ñ¾ÜÍ��Ñ }è}£²}�²� ×¾ ï¾Ü. @¸ ×¡� Í£�¡×, ï¾Ü �}¸

·}Ê ×¡� ÊÍ¾è£��Í ¾� Í�Ñ¾ÜÍ��Ñ ¾Í ×¾ é¡¾· ×¡� }ÑÑ�×Ñ �}¸ ��

}××Í£�Ü×��. 

Community assets

Grassroots assets

Individual

 assets 

Potential &

 actual

What do 
they have?

Money

Meeting

 spaces

Time  

Influence

 on others

Knowledge
² � ï � Ñ � Í &£Ñ Ñ

oweseadershi s
illingness¶ t

Š ¡²“ Ñ

r ices l rG sni ersitiessinesses

·²“ • “ Í Ñ

Š š etl tioe

��Ê

Ño too

¹

 £�ÜÍ� ±  �£Ñ�¾è�Í£¸� ï¾ÜÍ �¾·· ¸£×�  }ÑÑ�×Ñ ·}Ï¾ÜÍ��:º£¸¾¸ 

�é£ �%�¶

https://docplayer.net/21103016-Early-years-collaborative-mapping-community-assets.html


https://www.unep.org/news-and-stories/story/panel-unveils-10-guiding-principles-campaign-revive-earth


Access o

technology

Expertise

Knowledge

Funding

�Ñ° ÌÜ�Ñ×£¾¸Ñ

×¾ �îÊ�Í×Ñ

O��ÍÜ£× 

 è¾²Ü¸×��ÍÑ

O�Ñ�}Í�¡

Ñ¾²Ü×£¾¸Ñ

Y}²° é£×¡

�¾··Ü¸£×ï

·�·��ÍÑ

Y}°� £¸�£è£�Ü}²

}�×£¾¸

 £¸� } ²¾�}²



https://www.gofundme.com/c/fundraising-ideas/community-projects
https://www.gofundme.com/c/fundraising-ideas/community-projects
https://www.decadeonrestoration.org/publications/local-financing-mechanisms-forest-and-landscape-restoration
https://www.decadeonrestoration.org/publications/local-financing-mechanisms-forest-and-landscape-restoration
https://www.decadeonrestoration.org/publications/local-financing-mechanisms-forest-and-landscape-restoration
https://www.decadeonrestoration.org/publications/local-financing-mechanisms-forest-and-landscape-restoration
https://grassrootsonline.org/
https://grassrootsonline.org/
https://grassrootsonline.org/
https://wwf.panda.org/act/wwf_scholarships_conservation_grants/
https://www.imf.org/en/About/imf-giving-together/guidelines-on-grant-request#eligibility
https://support.gofundme.com/hc/en-us/categories/360000158427#introduction-to-gofundme
https://support.gofundme.com/hc/en-us/categories/360000158427#introduction-to-gofundme
https://support.gofundme.com/hc/en-us/categories/360000158427#introduction-to-gofundme
https://support.gofundme.com/hc/en-us/categories/360000158427#introduction-to-gofundme
https://www.globalgiving.org/search/?size=25&nextPage=1&sortField=sortorder&selectedThemes=env&loadAllResults=true
https://www.globalgiving.org/search/?size=25&nextPage=1&sortField=sortorder&selectedThemes=env&loadAllResults=true
https://www.globalgiving.org/search/?size=25&nextPage=1&sortField=sortorder&selectedThemes=env&loadAllResults=true
https://www.ecobusiness.fund/en/
https://www.kiva.org/borrow
https://socialfinance.org/what-is-pfs/
https://www.greenfi.io/


Not every movement, campaign, or action will include these steps, that's okay, a

boots-on-the-ground movement can be just as impactful. These are just some

possible ways that you and your community can cement your movement for

the long haul and inspire others to follow your lead!  

In the gradient to the right, Figure 9, you can see the progression of outcomes

that your action could achieve. Beginning with individual and community action

is important. It allows you to get the ecosystem back on the right track as soon

as possible and it also helps you gauge and increase support for the cause

within your area. Once the ecosystem is out of harms-way, that is when larger

steps can be taken. It is these final steps that can best ensure the long-term

health and safety of the ecosystem.

chieving &¡ � Ñ �  é £ � � Í  " ¾ } ² Ñ  é £ ² ²  Í � � Ü £ Í �  &¡ �  ° ¸ ¾ é ² � � " � , Ñ° £²²Ñ, } ¸ •  Š¾· · Ü̧ £×}• } £̧ “ •  £ ¡  &¡ �  Ê Í � è £ ¾ Ü Ñ  } Ñ Ê � � &Ñ . ' & &} ° � Ñ  } ¡  ¾ Í " } ¸ £ � � , � � � } &� � , } ¸ �  Ê } Ñ Ñ ¸ } &}£ ¸ � £ è £ � Ü } ²  ¾ Í  " Í ¾ Ü �  &¾  } � � ¾ · Ê ² £ Ñ ¡  &¡ � Ñ �  � £ " " � Í  &} Ñ ° Ñ . Y ¡ £ Ñ  Ñ � � &£ ¾ ¸  é £ ² ²  £ ¸ Ñ &Í Ü �}ï ¾ Ü  oh how to leverage your e derience and e harms/²} "  l  aed � ¾  



STEP¶p�¶WIDER¶GOALS
KNOWLEDGE¶BUILDING¶



This¶can¶tell¶you¶how¶inªdepth¶to¶go¶with¶your¶knowledge

sharing�¶

24

Is¶your¶community¶more¶urban¶or¶rural�¶are¶you

surrounded¶by¶nature¶or¶mostly¶small¶parks�

This¶can¶tell¶you¶how¶familiar¶your¶community¶may¶be

with¶an¶unhealthyªlooking¶ecosystem�¶

How¶familiar¶is¶your¶community¶with¶methods¶to¶solve¶

the¶environmental¶challenges¶in¶your¶area�




How¶many¶people¶in¶your¶community¶see¶the¶degraded

ecosystem¶often�¶

This¶will¶tell¶you¶if¶pictures¶or¶maps¶will¶be¶helpful¶or

repetitive�

Do¶most¶people¶in¶your¶community¶speak¶the¶same

language�

This¶can¶tell¶you¶if¶flyers�¶posters�¶or¶meetings¶need¶to¶be

provided¶in¶different¶languages�




How¶easily¶can¶you¶print¶out¶materials¶for¶posters¶or

fliers�

This¶can¶tell¶you¶if¶physical¶materials¶are¶even¶feasible¶or

efficient�

Is¶there¶a¶place¶in¶your¶community¶where¶you¶can¶meet

with¶community¶members�

This¶can¶tell¶you¶if¶an¶inªperson¶workshop¶would¶be

feasible¶or¶efficient�

How¶many¶people¶in¶your¶community¶can¶read�¶would

written¶materials¶be¶effective�

This¶can¶tell¶you¶if¶you¶need¶to¶rely¶on¶more¶visual¶or

verbal¶information�

WHAT� WHY�

How well do you know your ï ¾ Ü &¸ � �
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https://odi.org/en/publications/roma-a-guide-to-policy-engagement-and-influence/
https://www.unep.org/news-and-stories/story/panel-unveils-10-guiding-principles-campaign-revive-earth


A long-term cultural shift is the final seal of success for any movement.

When the community shifts from a mentality of depletion and

extraction to one of educated stewardship, that is when you know you

have truly changed the future of the ecosystem.

This step will likely require the above two goals. Education and

regulation, over time, can lead to a change in the perception and

desires of a community. A community that used to think nothing of

logging a forest or littering on a beach can completely transform if

given time, resources, and empowerment. For smaller campaigns or

actions, a cultural shift does not always have to be community-wide.

Changing the minds of a block, cul-de-sac, or even one household can

light a spark for 

http://theculturewheel.org/index.html
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https://www.decadeonrestoration.org/types-ecosystem-restoration/grasslands-shrublands-and-savannahs
https://www.decadeonrestoration.org/types-ecosystem-restoration/forests
https://www.decadeonrestoration.org/types-ecosystem-restoration/farmlands
https://www.decadeonrestoration.org/types-ecosystem-restoration/mountains
https://www.decadeonrestoration.org/types-ecosystem-restoration/urban-areas
https://www.decadeonrestoration.org/types-ecosystem-restoration/urban-areas
https://www.decadeonrestoration.org/types-ecosystem-restoration/forests


Our first case study is based in Kayole, a suburb of Nairobi, Kenya. Samuel Odamo, a garbage collector and community leader, noticed people in his

community would often go into the city of Nairobi to relax and gather in the parks. He wanted to make it possible and attractive for his neighbors to

have recreational space in their own community. A space where children and families could feel safe to play and congregate. 

Kayole was one of the communities that benefitted from the Nairobi Sanitation Project. This project afforded them funding for sanitation and water

services. Odamo's organization, Kayole Mtaa Safi, thought this would be the perfect opportunity to allocate open space for recreation areas. Together,

the community began to pick up trash, plant trees, and create simple structures for children to play on and paths for people to walk on. 




"We see the community is really appreciating what we are doing. They are realizing the benefit. When you engage that community and the community

takes the ownership, that means sustainability of the project is guaranteed. We put our hands together and we do something for our own benefit. Then it

works well." - Samuel Odamo




Perhaps the more remarkable result of the project has been youth involvement. Many of the young community members have become passionate

about the project as well. Between 60-70 young people regularly take part in protecting and maintaining the estate. Odamo has leveraged the project as

a learning opportunity, seeking to teach school kids about environmental stewardship and community organizing. 

Odamo and the people of Kayole saw a need in their community and an opportunity to help themselves while helping their ecosystem. 

28

KAYOLE�¶KENYA

Kayole¶Mtaa¶Safi�¶photo¶by¶Kayola¶Mtaa¶Safi¶

https://www.seagoinggreen.org/blog/the-negative-effects-of-corporate-greenwashing?rq=greenwashing
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/e84c49c9e5ee4a1588cccdf39aea981c


https://www.seagoinggreen.org/blog/the-negative-effects-of-corporate-greenwashing?rq=greenwashing
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/blog/forests/how-a-restoration-project-in-karnataka-is-helping-revive-ecology-community-livelihood-72901


As a single mother of three, Pabla sought out to inspire youth in her hometown of Barra Del Motagua - located on the Caribbean coast of Honduras  -

through preserving, conserving, and restoring the area's local mangroves. Mangroves are an important tool for her community, protecting their land

from storm action, erosion, and flooding.

After taking part in the IUCN and USAID-led Regional Coastal Biodiversity Project, Pabla brought together 14 community members to take action to

restore one hectare of the local mangrove ecosystem, nursing 2,500 red and black mangrove seedlings and planting 3,500 trees. 

Since starting her restoration work in 2011, Pabla continues to provide leadership, lending her expertise in monitoring and georeferencing the

mangroves while supervising beach and mangrove cleanup campaigns to support community tourism.

Her purpose in taking part in ecosystem restoration has been two-fold. Pabla’s motivation for mangrove restoration efforts has been to protect the

local community from the negative impacts of increasingly stronger storms and hurricanes. Besides this, she has also focused on encouraging youth

to stay in the community rather than migrate to bigger cities. Her restoration work can increase jobs through recuperating fish stocks and increasing

tourism.  By involving youths in these efforts and improving the beauty and vivacity of the local area, Pabla has encouraged youth’s commitment to

the community and ecosystem conservation so that they continue to make it a better place for generations to come.

https://www.seagoinggreen.org/blog/the-negative-effects-of-corporate-greenwashing?rq=greenwashing


https://www.seagoinggreen.org/blog/the-negative-effects-of-corporate-greenwashing?rq=greenwashing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YVlC57c4Ao0


https://www.seagoinggreen.org/blog/the-negative-effects-of-corporate-greenwashing?rq=greenwashing


The island system of The Bahamas, like many other Small Island Developing States (SIDS), has an intimate understanding of climate change and

environmental degradation. The ravages of irresponsible tourism, in addition to ever-increasing hurricanes and ocean acidification, create an unsure

future for many of these countries. The Youth Marine Explorers, or YME, is taking a stand. Through youth education and empowerment, YME aims to

empower future Bahamians to be stewards of their seas and landscapes. 

YME, then the Youth Bahamian Marine Scientists, was founded by Nikita Shiel-Rolle, a recent graduate who saw the lack of marine education and

empowerment amongst Bahamian youngsters. Through their own research, YME found that a driving factor of environmental degradation was the

low-quality education received by the majority of Bahamian youth. To meet this need, YME shifted to encouraging sustainable choices through

academic excellence and behavioral change. Since its founding, YME has worked with over 2,000 students on six islands. Many workshops center

around emphasizing the student's responsibility and ownership over their oceans and lands. By showing students the duty they have to their country,

YME hopes that they will make more sustainable choices going forward. 

The organization has expanded rapidly in the last few years. In 2015, Nikita received The Bahamas Icon Award for Outstanding Achievement in Youth

Development. In 2019, The Cat Island Conservation Institute, or CICI, was founded to bring together Bahamian marine experts to develop innovative

solutions to climate change and natural disasters. YME and CICI seek to foster a brighter and more prosperous future for the Bahamas through

sustainability and education. 

3�"

https://www.seagoinggreen.org/blog/the-negative-effects-of-corporate-greenwashing?rq=greenwashing
https://www.ymebahamas.org/index.html


Justdiggit was founded 11 years ago by Dennis Karpes. Dennis met the late Peter Westerveld, who was born and raised in Tanzania, who showed

him that it was possible to transform completely dried up ecosystems into ones that are green and lush. Justdiggit focuses on simple, highly scalable,

and low-cost restoration techniques. One of them is Rainwater Harvesting and the other one is Farmer Managed Natural Regeneration (FMNR): bringing

forgotten tree stumps back to life with a simple pruning technique. By reviving trees on farmland and combining trees and crops on the land, rainwater

is captured and soil fertility increases resulting in better yields, which leads to more income for farmers and a greener land, and higher carbon intake. 

With this approach, Justdiggit has positively impacted the lives of 1 million people in Tanzania, brought back 4.5 million trees and an area of 55,000

hectares (135,907 acres) undeR� a nd ¶ a nd ¶ ¶

https://www.seagoinggreen.org/blog/the-negative-effects-of-corporate-greenwashing?rq=greenwashing
https://justdiggit.org/
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ARE YOU READY? SELF-ASSESSMENT

Congratulations�¶you¶have¶made¶it¶to¶the¶end¶of¶this¶grassroots¶organizing¶toolkit�¶Now¶you¶are¶ready¶to¶take¶action�

You can use the self-assessment checklist to test your readiness level as you follow the steps outlined in this toolkit. Tick the boxes to reflect on what have youuu

https://seraustralasia.com/wheel/index.html






STRENGTHS, WEAKNESSES, RESOURCES, CONSTRAINTS, AND
CAPABILITIES



DISCOVERING YOUR COMMUNITY ASSETS
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BRAINSTORMING A VISION FOR YOUR GRASSROOTS ACTION
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ANNEX B. ONLINE RESOURCES
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mailto:forests@iucn.org
https://www.iucn.org/theme/forests/our-work/forest-landscape-restoration
https://www.iucn.org/theme/forests/our-work/forest-landscape-restoration
https://unenvironment.widen.net/s/ffjvzcfldw/ecosystem-restoration-playbook
https://unenvironment.widen.net/s/ffjvzcfldw/ecosystem-restoration-playbook
https://www.iucn.org/theme/marine-and-polar/our-work
https://www.learningfornature.org/en/courses/ecosystem-restoration/?__cf_chl_managed_tk__=pmd_YgfE.TTxUSUe6zH7iaF9c.DTvZmnFGZCtq1tIlTcyWM-1631708253-0-gqNtZGzNAtCjcnBszRFR
https://www.ser.org/
https://www.ser.org/
https://www.icriforum.org/restoration/
https://www.icriforum.org/restoration/
https://4returns.commonland.com/getting-started/
https://implementers.decadeonrestoration.org/implementers
https://satoyama-initiative.org/case_study/#start
https://panorama.solutions/en
https://www.iucn.org/commissions/commission-education-and-communication
https://www.iwgia.org/images/publications/0647_COT_manual.pdf
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4384067/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4384067/
https://americancultures.berkeley.edu/sites/default/files/a_student_guide_.pdf
http://www.fao.org/yunga/resources/challenge-badges/en/
https://ecosystemrestorationcamps.org/new-camp-application/
https://ecosystemrestoration.zendesk.com/hc/en-gb
https://www.iucn.org/resources/conservation-tools
https://www.iucn.org/regions
https://www.iucn.org/regions
https://www.iucn.org/regions
https://www.iucn.org/regions
https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/documents/2020-037-En.pdf
https://www.iucn.org/sites/dev/files/content/documents/2021/iucn_restoration_intervention_typology.pdf
https://www.iucn.org/commissions/commission-ecosystem-management


http://www.cedaf.org.do/eventos/LandTrust/Manual_Landowners_Panama.pdf
http://www.cedaf.org.do/eventos/LandTrust/Manual_Landowners_Panama.pdf
http://www.cedaf.org.do/eventos/LandTrust/Manual_Landowners_Panama.pdf
https://panorama.solutions/en/solution/biodiversity-tax-incentives-south-africas-protected-area-network
https://unepmeba.org/
https://www.conservationfinancealliance.org/incubator-cards/2021/2/23/greenfi
http://www.cedaf.org.do/eventos/LandTrust/Manual_Landowners_Panama.pdf
https://www.conservationeasement.us/resources/
https://www.conservationeasement.us/resources/
https://unepmeba.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Microfinance_for-Ecosystem_based_Adaptation_EN.pdf
https://www.kiva.org/about/where-kiva-works
https://www.microsfere.org/who-we-are.html
https://unepmeba.org/
https://www.conservationfinancealliance.org/incubator-cards/2021/2/23/greenfi
http://www.siiaonline.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/Working-Paper-Financing-Indonesias-Smallholder-Financing.pdf
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ANNEX C. FINANCIAL RESOURCE EXAMPLES
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https://www.biofund.org.mz/en/projects/biodiversity-offsets-programme/
https://www.biofund.org.mz/en/projects/biodiversity-offsets-programme/
https://panorama.solutions/en/solution/biodiversity-tax-incentives-south-africas-protected-area-network
http://www.cedaf.org.do/eventos/LandTrust/Manual_Landowners_Panama.pdf
http://www.cedaf.org.do/eventos/LandTrust/Manual_Landowners_Panama.pdf
https://www.nature.org/en-us/about-us/where-we-work/latin-america/colombia/stories-in-colombia/colombia-water/
https://waterfundstoolbox.org/
https://panorama.solutions/en/solution/biodiversity-tax-incentives-south-africas-protected-area-network
http://www.cedaf.org.do/eventos/LandTrust/Manual_Landowners_Panama.pdf
https://www.conservationeasement.us/resources/
https://www.ifc.org/wps/wcm/connect/982eb7ef-1daa-49ca-b9c0-e6f3a2ddcd88/FINAL+Forests+Bond+Factsheet+10-5.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CVID=lxS1w0E
https://www.forest-trends.org/wp-content/uploads/bbop/33conservation-banking-as-market-based-incentive-pdf.pdf
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ANNEX C. FINANCIAL RESOURCE EXAMPLES
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https://panorama.solutions/en/solution/biodiversity-tax-incentives-south-africas-protected-area-network
http://www.cedaf.org.do/eventos/LandTrust/Manual_Landowners_Panama.pdf
https://www.conservationeasement.us/resources/
https://www.climatefinancelab.org/project/coastal-risk-reduction/
https://www.nature.org/content/dam/tnc/nature/en/documents/Reef_insurance_primer.pdf
https://www.conservationfinancealliance.org/incubator-selection-details/2020/4/17/investment-in-coral-reefs-for-coastal-protection
https://www.planvivo.org/mikoko-pamoja
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detailfull/national/programs/farmbill/?cid=nrcseprd362686
https://www.biofund.org.mz/en/projects/biodiversity-offsets-programme/
https://www.cbf.org/issues/water-quality-trading/index.html
https://www.aqua-spark.nl/
https://www.artemis.bm/library/what-is-a-catastrophe-bond/#:~:text=Catastrophe%20bonds%2C%20also%20called%20cat,company)%20to%20capital%20market%20investors.
https://www.artemis.bm/library/what-is-a-catastrophe-bond/#:~:text=Catastrophe%20bonds%2C%20also%20called%20cat,company)%20to%20capital%20market%20investors.



