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Mission statement
The IUCN SSC Afrotheria Specialist Group 
(ASG) facilitates the conservation of 
hyraxes, the Aardvark, elephant-shrews or 



Result description: Bayesian phylogenetics 
and phylogeography (BPP) analysis provided 
support for nine Amblysomus species: A. h. 
meesteri (P = 1.000); A. marleyi (P = 0.999); 
A. corriae (P = 0.998); A. h. hottentotus (P 
= 0.999); A. h. pondoliae (P = 0.999); A. 
h. longiceps + Ermelo Dam (P = 0.999); A. 
hottentotus (Umtata) (P = 0.998); A. h. iris 
+ samples from Durban coastal regions (P 
= 0.967); A. septentrionalis + A. robustus + 
Ngome Forest + Ermelo Dam (P = 0.964). 
This work should be published in 2022.

T-006  (KSR 5)

Non-invasive technique demonstrated to 
work: 1

Result description: eDNA extraction from 
soil has proven to be an extremely useful 
technique for sampling golden moles and 
assessing species distributions. All sam-
ples from Lambertsbay were identified as 
Grant’s Golden Mole (Eremitalpa granti), 
and since this site falls within the known 
distribution of this species, its distribution 
will not be updated. eDNA samples were 
also collected from numerous sites in the 
Eastern Cape and along the west coast, 
and have provided insight on species distri-
butions, extending the known distribution 
ranges for some species. The work on west 
coast species will be published early in 
2022, and the work on Eastern Cape spe-
cies shortly thereafter.

T-007  (KSR 5)

Number of species for which basic species 
information is increased: 1

Result description: We have found evidence 
of the Critically Endangered De Winton’s 
Golden Mole (Cryptochloris wintoni) on the 
west coast, in and around Port Nolloth, but 
failed to find evidence of the Endangered 
Giant Golden Mole (Chrysospalax trevely-
ani) in the Eastern Cape. However, we still 
believe it exists there, and will conduct 


