
Mission statement

The mission of the IUCN SSC Snake and 
Lizard Red List Authority is to undertake 
and support IUCN Red List assessments 
for reptile groups not covered by other 
Specialist Groups, including most snakes 
and lizards and the New Zealand Tuatara 
(Sphenodon punctatus), and to curate 
IUCN’s global taxonomy for these groups.
are included where possible and ne

-
ments more than 10 years old are in com-
pliance with the 10-year rule by the end of 
2023 (ca. 2,750 species). 

T-002  Lead on implementing the first 
four years of the second Global Reptile 
Assessment, with the estimated comple-
tion of at least 25 assessment projects by 
the end of 2025.

T-004  Ensure all new species described 
by 2025 are included on the Red List, 
including ca. 1,000 species described prior 
to 2020 that were not part of the Global 
Reptile Assessment. 

NETWORK

T-003  Increase capacity within the Red 
List Authority for Red Listing independent 
of the Chair, including recruiting additional 
regional coordinators and Red List training.

Activities and results 2021
ASSESS

Red List

T-001  (KSR 6)

Number of global Red List reassessments 
completed: 25 

Result description: As with the new descrip-
tions, this figure is just for the few species 

Lyre-headed Lizard (Lyriocephalus scutatus),  
Vulnerable,Sinharaja Forest Reserve,  
Sri Lanka, 2019 
Photo: Philip Bowles



that have proceeded to submission this 
year (in addition to those published this 
year that were submitted previously). As 
most assessment work on reptiles this year 
took place after the second submission 
deadline, there are several hundred species 
(200 each from China and the Philippines, 
and around 150 from Europe) that are all 
due to be either finalised or reassessed in 
the first half of next year that have not been 
included. Of these, the Philippine species 
were assessed this year and work has been 
underway on updating the European ones, 
with updates to the Chinese assessments 
getting underway at the very end of 2021.

T-002  (KSR 6)

Number of regional assessment projects 
completed: 3 

Result description: Projects fully completed 


