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Mission statement
The SSC Wild Pig Specialist Group (WPSG) 
has not yet de�ned a mission statement. 
Key components of such a statement would 
be: (1) viable wild pig populations, (2) all 
wild pig taxa, (3) threat management, (4) 
conservation breeding, (5) reintroduction, 
(6) habitat restoration and management, 
and (7) resolution of con�icts with people. 
Most wild pig species are in decline, espe-
cially the various species and subspecies 
in Indonesia and the Philippines. The WPSG 
uses a combination of strategies to try to 
reduce these population declines. This 
primarily includes (1) research on taxonomy 
and distribution (the cornerstone of any 
conservation management), and (2) man-
agement of captive and wild populations to 
prevent the extinction of the most threat-
ened species.

Projected impact 2021–2025
We aim to safeguard the small popula-
tions of the two Critically Endangered suid 
species, Pygmy Hog (Porcula salvania) and 
Visayan Warty Pig (Sus cebifrons), and to 
continue the captive breeding and reintro-
duction programmes. The target for Pygmy 
Hogs is to ensure a population in the wild of 

at least 250 individuals. For Visayan Warty 
Pig, we aim to conduct the �rst successful 
reintroduction programme on the island 
of Negros. For all other species, we aim 
to reliably assess population status and 
trends, and to initiate or adapt conservation 
programmes that can stabilise populations 
in the wild. For Wild Boar (Sus scrofa) we still 
aim to revise the taxonomy of the current 

https://www.iucn-wpsg.org


T-004  Finalise the output of the West 
Visayan Conservation Workshop, by 
mid-2021.

T-012  Develop action plans in relation to 
the threat of African Swine Fever to priori-
tised wild pig species in Asia, by end-2021.

T-017  Develop action plans in relation to 
the threat of African Swine Fever to all rele-
vant wild pig species in Asia, by end-2022. 

act

T-005  Conduct the �rst successful Visayan 
Warty Pig reintroduction programme, by 
2024.

T-006  Streamline the efforts of conser-
vation breeding of Visayan Warty Pigs on 



T-008  (KSR 5)



plan

Planning

T-002  (KSR 8)

Number of conservation plans/strategies 
developed: 1 

Result description: The Regional Collection 
Plan was discussed in a workshop in 
November 2020, and the �nal document 
�nalised a few months after. A summary 
can be found under: Zimmermann M., et al. 
(2022). ‘One Plan Approach to save species 
— a new integrative Regional Collection 
Plan for hippos, pigs, peccaries, and tapirs’. 
Suiform Soundings 20(2):9–14. Available 
from the IUCN WPSG website at: https://
www.iucn-wpsg.org/.

T-004  (KSR 8)

Number of conservation plans/strategies 
developed: 0 

Result description: Little progress was 
made on �nalising the report during 
2020–2021.

T-012  (KSR 8)

Number of conservation plans/strategies 
developed: 1 

Result description: We conducted an online 
workshop about ASF risk assessment 
together with Philippine stakeholders, 
entitled ‘Disease Risk Analysis (DRA) to 
improve management of ASF among wild 
pig species in the Philippines’, from 25–27 
August 2021.

act

Conservation actions

T-005  (KSR 10)

Number of conservation translocations con-
ducted: 1 

Result description: Talarak Foundation Inc. 
have reintroduced a total of 21 Warty Pigs 
into the Bayawan Nature Reserve in Negros 
in 2020–2021. Since then, there were 
three mortalities (one male, two female) 
but more than 14 new wild born offspring. 
The wild behaviours, body conditions and 
regular breeding of almost every released 
female in the reserve has highlighted that 
the pigs are adapting well to their new envi-
ronment. Note: Despite being a large area, 
it is still fenced and the threat of hunting if 
the fence would be opened is assumed to 
still persist. Hence, the reintroduction is not 
yet complete.

T-009  (KSR 10)

Active collaboration for breeding of Javan 
warty pigs: ongoing 

Result description: A studbook was pro-
duced by the end of 2020, distributed in 
2021, by Cikananga Wildlife Center. There 
have been no of�cial breeding recommen-
dations, but various population holders 
work effectively together to create satellite 
populations and to provide animals for 
release at Baluran National Park.

T-011  (KSR 10)

Number of areas under management for the 
species or group of species: 1 

Result description: There is good progress 
in two areas on Java: a reintroduction 
of Javan Warty Pigs in Baluran National 
Park, led by Copenhagen Zoo (see target 
T-015), and the Javan Species Recovery 
Programme’s Javan Warty Pig project in 
West Java. The latter is in the process of 
creating a community-based project that 
protects an important area for the Javan 
Warty Pigs, by working together with hunt-
ers, farmers and other members of the 
community. The project is in progress but 
not yet at a stage where it can be called ‘in 
place’.

T-015  (KSR 10)

Number of species with increased or pre-
vented decrease in population or range size, 
as a result of conservation actions: 0 

Result description: In 2021, the biggest 
milestone was the �rst birth of Javan Warty 
Pig piglets in Baluran National Park for 
20–30 years, in the reintroduction cages. 
Although only one of four piglets survived, 
this was a big success, and the experience 
will prepare for following births. Also, nine 
Javan Warty Pigs were transferred from 
Cikananga Wildlife Center in West Java to 
Baluran to join the breeding stock.

T-032  (KSR 10)

Number of conservation translocations con-
ducted: 1 

Vulnerable Babirusa (Babyrousa babyrussa) 
Photo: Chester Zoo



Result description: Twelve Pygmy Hogs (six 
males, six females) were released in the 




