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Peat land restoration

The Commission proposal2
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Article 9(4)

Improvement needs 

The target to restore drained peatlands under agricultural use beyond peatlands listed in 
Annex I of the Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC (Article 9 NRL proposal) is highly appreciated. 
Peatlands which have been drained and are currently used for agriculture, can become just as 
vital for water storage and climate change mitigation and adaptation as peatland habitats that 
are protected under the Habitats Directive. We welcome the recognition of the importance 
of peatlands for biodiversity and climate protection and the mention of 
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As it stands, Article 9(4) thus creates an imbalance in the NRL’s 
ambitions in light of the need for peatland restoration. Therefore, 

its scope should be extended to other types of land use.
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