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plants involved are propagated, taken from the wild, or in 
their natural habitat, IUCN opposes research that directly 
or indirectly impairs the survival of threatened species and 
urges that such research not be undertaken.

Protocols

In this context IUCN urges researchers to accept 
a personal obligation to satisfy themselves that the 
processes by which research specimens are acquired 
(including transportation) conform scrupulously to 
procedures and regulations adopted under international 
legal agreements. Further, researchers should adopt 
applicable professional standards for humane treatment 
of animal specimens, including their capture and use in 
research.

IUCN urges that any research on threatened species 
be conducted in conformity with all applicable laws, 
regulations and veterinary professional standards 
governing animal acquisition, health and welfare, and 
with all applicable agricultural and genetic resource laws 
and regulations governing acquisition, transport, and 
management of plants.
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