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Plastic Treaty INC-1 Session 

Circular Economy and Plastic Life-Cycle Issues 
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The Plastic Pollution Treaty’s scope, as articulated by United Nations Environment Assembly 
(UNEA) resolution 5/14, includes the circular economy and elements of the plastic life-cycle 
as vital elements for addressing plastic pollution and production.  To address these issues, the 
Plastic Pollution Treaty should consider the value of explicit and implicit inclusion of circular 
economy provisions so as to address the potential for technological growth and change. The 
plastic life-cycle should be understood as multi-phased, with each phase requiring inclusion 
in the Plastic Pollution Treaty as well as the national action plans and other potential 
oversight and compliance mechanisms. It is critical that the Plastic Pollution Treaty include 
methods for national oversight of efforts to address plastic pollution throughout all phases of 
the plastic life-cycle.  
 



to making inherently linear products with a short lifespan from biodegradable plastics instead, 
to developing standards for sustainable polymers, and beyond. The Plastic Pollution Treaty 
using this option for the incorporation of circularity could foster smart design choices for a 
more circular economy by setting out commonly agreed design principles. These principles 
should build on the already well-known 12 principles for green and sustainable chemistry that 
encourage life cycle thinking and environmental trade-offs to be made at the early stages of 
making chemicals. 
 
Finally, the third option coul



means of support to the creation and production of virgin plastic. Similar commitments could 
be made regarding the use of fossil fuels in the production of virgin plastic. In drafting these 
commitments, it would be critical that the Plastic Pollution Treaty acknowledges and seeks to 



Alexandra R. Harrington, Lancaster University Law School and Chair, IUCN WCEL 
Agreement on Plastic Pollution Task Force, a.harrington1@lancaster.ac.uk  
 


