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Key messages: 
The Plastic Pollution Treaty’s scope, as articulated by United Nations Environment Assembly 
(UNEA) resolution 5/14, includes the circular economy and elements of the plastic life-cycle 
as vital elements for addressing plastic pollution and production.  To address these issues, the 
Plastic Pollution Treaty should consider the value of explicit and implic



consideration would be identifying factors that inhibit greater circularity in the global plastics 
economy as well as ways in which international law and national action plans under the Plastic 
Pollution Treaty could act as drivers for change. Encouraging such questions may lead to 
materials substitution where a particular outcome cannot be guaranteed with a specific material, 
to making inherently linear products with a short lifespan from biodegradable plastics instead, 
to developing standards for sustainable polymers, and beyond. The Plastic Pollution Treaty 
using this option for the incorporation of circularity could foster smart design choices for a 



How? At the upstream phase, much emphasis is placed on the need for regulation and market 
control mechanisms for elements of plastic generation, the creation of virgin plastics, and the 
use of fossil fuels as feedstock for the production of plastic. The inclusion of terms regarding 
the regulation of and facilitating technological innovations in the plastics life-cycle in the 
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