
 
IUCN WCEL BRIEFING FOR NEGOTIATORS 

Plastic Treaty INC-1 Session 
Treaty Regime Interaction 

 
Key Messages: 
Through United Nations Environment Assembly (UNEA) resolution 5/14 and subsequent efforts 
by the Open-Ended Working Group, during INC-1, States and stakeholders have the opportunity 
to engage in the first steps toward the conclusion of a Plastic Pollution Treaty. One of the initial 
topics selected for discussion at INC-1 is the impact of treaty regime interactions upon the 
Plastic Pollution Treaty. In this context, comprehensive, integrated regulatory response to the 
ever-growing challenge of waste plastics in the environment requires a complex mix of legal 
measures applied in a coherent manner at the global, regional and domestic levels of 
administration to a range of environmental media and related activities, including sustainable 
production and consumption, circular economy, waste management, freshwater resources 
management, biodiversity protection, and marine pollution. Measures to address the problem of 
plastic pollution are to be found across several sub-fields of international law, resources law, 
international wildlife law, and international freshwater law. Therefore, a clear need for effective 
mechanisms of interaction between any new plastics treaty and other pertinent international 
regimes exists. 
 

1. Utilize expansive scope of understanding the impacts of plastic pollution 
 
What? Plastic pollution effects nearly every aspect of life at the individual, community, national, 
regional and international level. This includes the lives of producers and consumers as well as 
those working in the formal and informal economies. These impacts are environmental and also 
span a variety of other areas, implicating many forms of legal rights and obligations at the 
international and regional levels. In addition to the regimes discussed in the UNEP briefing note 
10, many other regimes should be cons





dedicated, shared governance entity for the adoption, review and periodic updating of the Codex 
Alimentarius, the internationally accepted standards for food practices. These systems offer a 
formal structure within which to discuss and take decisions on critical issues of shared 
knowledge. 
 
How? Consider the inclusion of these forms of governance systems within the proposed Plastics 
Pollution Treaty from the beginning of the negotiations, bearing in mind the many different types 
of treaty regimes that are implicated in efforts to address plastic pollution. 
 
 
What? The issue of plastic pollution intersects with a number of multilateral environmental 
agreements (MEAs), as highlighted by the discussion in UNEP briefing note 10. Beyond those 
referenced, there are other treaty regimes, such as the Convention on the International Trade of 
Endangered Species (CITES) and those that relate to multilateral shared natural resources, such 
as the Rhine and Danube Rivers and the Guarani Aquifer, that should be discussed for areas of 
treaty regime convergence. Similarly, a number of bi-lateral and regional agreements regarding 
transboundary pollution and shred natural resources exist and there will be correlations between 
them and the proposed Plastic Pollution Treaty.  
 
How? Consider the inclusion of these forms of treaty regimes within the Plastic Pollution Treaty 
from the beginning of the negotiations, bearing in mind the many different forms of regimes 
implicated in efforts to address plastic pollution. 
 
 
 
Contact:  
Karine


