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Key messages: 

The Plastic Pollution Treaty’s scope, as articulated by United Nations Environment Assembly 

(UNEA) resolution 5/14, includes the circular economy and elements of the plastic life-cycle 

as vital elements for addressing plastic pollution and production.  To address these issues, the 

Plastic Pollution Treaty should consider the value of explicit and implicit inclusion of circular 

economy provisions so as to address the potential for technological  551.47 Tm
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How? At the upstream phase, much emphasis is placed on the need for regulation and market 

control mechanisms for elements of plastic generation, the creation of virgin plastics, and the 

use of fossil fuels as feedstock for the production of plastic. The inclusion of terms regarding 

the regulation of and facilitating technological innovations in the plastics life-cycle in the 



 

Contact:  

Minna M. Epps, Head, IUCN Head of Delegation, IUCN Centre for Conservation Action, 

Minna.EPPS@iucn.org 

 

Alexandra R. Harrington, Lancaster University Law School and Chair, IUCN WCEL 

Agreement on Plastic Pollution Task Force, a.harrington1@lancaster.ac.uk  
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