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The IUCN Species Survival Commission
(SSC) is a science-based network of thou-
sands of volunteer experts from almost
every country of the world, all working
together toward achieving the vision of “a
just world that values and conserves nature
through positive action to both prevent the
loss and aid recovery of the diversity of life
on earth.”

Members of SSC belong to one or more
of near 200 Specialist Groups, Red List
Authorities, Action Partnerships, Task

To accomplish those targets, the Species
Conservation Cycle was established, which
is the conceptual framework for the Network
activities. The Species Conservation Cycle’s
main purpose is to guide efforts for valuing
and conserving biodiversity through three
essential components that are linked to
each other:

ASSESS: Understand and inform the world
about the status and trends of biodiversity.

PLAN: Develop collaborative, inclusive and
science-based conservation strategies,
plans and policies.

ACT: Convene and mobilise conservation
actions to improve the status of biodiversity.

Their implementation requires two transver-
sal components:

NETWORK: Enhance and support our imme-
diate network and alliances to achieve our
biodiversity targets.

COMMUNICATE: Drive strategic and targeted
communications to enhance our conserva-
tion impact.



Stand-alone reports summarize the activ-
ities conducted and results generated by
each group member of the SSC. Following, is
the structure of the stand-alone report and
the contents under each session.
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Mission statement

Our mission is to strengthen the use of
different forms of knowledge on the environ-
mental and social impacts and bene ts of
vegetable oils on policy decisions, whether
for sustainable production, consumption,
or trade. We aim to realise this through
harnessing trusted messengers and acces-
sible and evidence-based messages.

Projected impact 2021-2025
Vegetable oil crops, the main focus of the
Oil Crops Task Force, cover some 425
mha of agricultural land. Crops like oil
palm are considered a threat to over 300
species listed as Vulnerable, Endangered
or Critically Endangered, but all oil crops
threaten species where they displace nat-
ural ecosystems. At the same time, some
crops, especially the perennial crops like
oil palm, coconut and olive, can provide
habitat to some species. Improved prac-






Riparian forest reserve in
oil palm plantation in Brazil
Photo: Erik Meijaard
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Task Force members Erik Meijaard, Marc Ancrenaz
and Quentin Meunier during a biodiversity monitoring
and management training in Gabon.

Photo: Erik Meijaard
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https://news.mongabay.com/2022/03/banning-high-deforestation-palm-oil-has-limited-impact-on-saving-forests-study/
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