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IMPACTS OF TOURISM IN ANTARCTICA 
 Between 1992 and 2020 the number of tourists visiting Antarctica increased ten-fold and continues to 

grow, meaning the negative environmental impacts of tourism are likely to increase.  

 Existing regulations do not adequately protect the environment of Antarctica from tourism impacts, 
which include damage at visitor sites and along travel routes, and the disturbance of wildlife. 

 The negative impacts of tourism compound other threats to Antarctica’s biodiversity, which risk the 
survival of many species and the continent’s ability to help regulate the global climate. 

 Tourism in Antarctica must be effectively and proactively managed, with new safeguards based on

https://twitter.com/iucn
http://www.iucn.org/
https://www.iucn.org/resources/issues-brief/invasive-alien-species-and-climate-change


https://twitter.com/iucn
http://www.iucn.org/
https://www.iucn.org/resources/conservation-tool/iucn-green-list-protected-and-conserved-areas
https://portals.iucn.org/library/node/8528
https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/resrecfiles/WCC_2016_RES_032_EN.pdf
https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/resrecfiles/WCC_2016_RES_032_EN.pdf
https://www.iucn.org/content/strategy-iucns-programme-and-policy-antarctic-issues
https://www.iucn.org/content/strategy-iucns-programme-and-policy-antarctic-issues
https://portals.iucn.org/library/node/6032
https://www.ats.aq/e/tourism.html
https://documents.ats.aq/ATCM42/ip/ATCM42_ip026_e.doc
https://doi.org/10.3390/su13147649

