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109a Reunión del Consejo de la UICN 
 

Celebrada de forma presencial en la sede de la UICN en Gland, Suiza, los 
días 24 y 25 de mayo de 2023 

 
DECISIONES1 

 
 

Dec. # Decisión del Consejo 

Orden del día (Punto 1 del orden del día) 

C109/1 El Consejo de la UICN, 

Adopta el orden del día de su 109a reunión. (Anexo 1) 

Informe del Director General (Punto 2 del orden del día) 

2.2 Informe Anual de la UICN 2022 

C109/2 El Consejo de la UICN, 

A propuesta del Director General, 

Aprueba el Informe Anual de la UICN 2022. 

2.3 Estados Financieros Auditados 2022 

C109/3 El Consejo de la UICN, 

A propuesta del Director General, 
Por recomendación del Comité de Finanzas y Auditoría, 

Aprueba los estados financieros auditados 2022 y señala que su aprobación final 
corresponde al Congreso Mundial de la Naturaleza de la UICN.  

2.4 Objetivos estratégicos del DG para 2023 

C109/4 El Consejo de la UICN, 

Remite la aprobación de los objetivos estratégicos del DG para 2023 a la Junta 
Directiva sobre la base de una propuesta de la Directora General Interina para finales 
de julio y teniendo en cuenta las aportaciones de los miembros del Consejo. 

Prioridades y objetivos estratégicos del Consejo para 2022-2025 (Punto 3 del orden del 
día). 

3.2 Visión estratégica 

  

 
1 La redacción definitiva de las decisiones está sujeta a la aprobación por el Consejo de las actas 
resumidas, de acuerdo con el artículo 52 del Reglamento. 
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d. solicitar a los miembros del Consejo, al comienzo de la discusión en línea, 
que colaboren con los Comités Nacionales y Regionales para promover la 
discusión sobre las enmiendas propuestas entre los Miembros de
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naturaleza” aprobados por la Decisión C108/2 del Consejo (noviembre de 2022), tal 
como revisados en respuesta a los comentarios recibidos de los Miembros de la 
UICN. (Anexo 4); 

C109/9 Resolución 119 del Congreso 2021: Doctrina del Descubrimiento 

El Consejo de la UICN, 

Por recomendación de su Comité de Programa y Políticas, 

Con respecto a la Resolución 119 del Congreso 2021: Doctrina del Descubrimiento, 

Establece un Grupo de Trabajo sobre Verdad y Reconciliación de acuerdo con la 
propuesta presentada, que incluya miembros de la CPAES, la CMDA y Miembros de 
la UICN, 

Pide al grupo de trabajo: 

�x elaborar un plan de trabajo detallado en un plazo de 3 a 6 meses para incluir 
a miembros del Consejo, Miembros de la UICN y representantes de las 
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�x emprenda un análisis urgente de las deficiencias en áreas clave en las que la 
UICN debería 
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C109/14 
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9 

 

 
 

C109/22 

 

Derecho de voto en el Consejo 
 

El Consejo de la UICN, 
 

Tomando nota de los progresos realizados hasta la fecha en el proceso de puesta en 
funcionamiento de la Comisión sobre la Crisis Climática, en particular las decisiones 
107/2, C107/12, C/III y 108/11 del Consejo en relación con i) el nombramiento del 
Comité Directivo Interino, ii) la aprobación del mandato y iii) la aprobación del plan de 
trabajo de la Comisión sobre la Crisis Climática, 
 

Teniendo en cuenta la recomendación de la Asesora Jurídica de la UICN, 
 

Reconoce que el Sr. Manuel Pulgar-Vidal, como Presidente Interino de la Comisión de 
la UICN sobre la Crisis Climática, es miembro de pleno derecho del Consejo; y 
 

Enmienda su decisión C107/12 (mayo de 2022) para reconocer que el Sr. Manuel 
Pulgar-Vidal puede, por lo tanto, votar en las Reuniones del Consejo. 

9.3 Comisión Mundial de Áreas Protegidas de la UICN 
 

C109/23 
 

El Consejo de la UICN, 

A propuesta de la Presidenta de la Comisión Mundial de Áreas Protegidas (CMAP) 
de la UICN, 

Nombra a las siguientes personas como miembros del Comité Directivo de la CMAP: 

�x Sra. Harriet Davies-Mostert, Vicepresidenta Regional para África Oriental y 
Meridional; 

�x Sra. Mariana Bellot, Vicepresidenta Regional para América del Norte.  

9.4 Comisión de Política Ambiental, Económica y Social de la UICN 

 

C109/24 
 

El Consejo de la UICN, 

A propuesta de la Presidenta de la Comisión de Política Ambiental, Económica y 
Social (CPAES) de la UICN, 

Nombra al Sr. Pablo Crimer, Presidente Regional para América Latina, como 
miembro del Comité Directivo de la CPAES. 

9.5 Comisión de Educación y Comunicación de la UICN 

 

C109/25 
 

El Consejo de la UICN, 
 

A propuesta del Presidente de la Comisión de Educación y Comunicación (CEC) de 
la UICN, 
 

Nombra a las siguientes personas como miembros del Comité Directivo de la CEC: 
 

1. Sra. Margaret (Meg) Beckel 
2. Sr. Bernard Combes 
3. Sr. David Ainsworth 

Informes con recomendaciones de los Comités Permanentes del Consejo (Punto 
10 del orden del día) 
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10.2 Comité de Programa y Políticas (CPP) 

 

 
 
C109/26 

 

Grupo de Trabajo del Sector Privado 
 
El Consejo de la UICN, 

Por recomendación de su Comité de Programa y Políticas (CPP), 

Aprueba el Mecanismo de Supervisión del Marco Operativo de la UICN para 
Colaboraciones con el Sector del Petróleo y el Gas; (Anexo 8) 

Toma nota de que: 

a. Sobre esta base, y sobre la base Aprueba el
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Toma nota del establecimiento del Grupo de Tareas del CPP sobre la Antártida y el 
Océano Austral, encargado de presentar un proyecto de informe al CPP antes de la 
110a reunión del Consejo, con los siguientes TdR: 
 

1. Revisar y actualizar la estrategia programática y política de la UICN sobre 
cuestiones antárticas (teniendo en cuenta especialmente las resoluciones 
pertinentes de la UICN, los desarrollos recientes de políticas, incluido el 
Marco Mundial de Biodiversidad de Kunming-Montreal, y el programa de 
trabajo de la UICN) para una acción inmediata y como aportación para el 
Programa entre sesiones 2025-2029; y 
 

2. Desarrollar un plan que esboce un medio sostenible de implementación que 
incluya opciones para la recaudación de fondos y el desarrollo de 
capacidades, con el objetivo de elevar el compromiso y la influencia de la 
UICN en los foros políticos relevantes. 

 

 
 
C109/29 

 

Coordinador Mundial del Consejo de la UICN para los Océanos 
 
El Consejo de la UICN, 

Por recomendación de su Comité de Programa y Políticas (CPP), 

Nombra a la Sra. Lolita Gibbons-Decherong Coordinadora Mundial del Consejo de la 
UICN para los Océanos. 

10.3 Comité de Gobernanza y Constituyentes 

 

C109/30 
 

El Consejo de la UICN, 
 
Por recomendación de su Comité de Gobernanza y Constituyentes, 
 
1. Aprueba los Términos de Referencia (TdR) del Grupo de Trabajo del Consejo 

sobre Mociones (GTM) (anexo 10) así como el proceso de nombramiento de los 
miembros del mismo (anexo 11); 

2. Pide al GTM que trabaje junto con el Equipo de Trabajo (ET) del CGC sobre 
mociones para proponer, para consideración del Consejo en su 111a reunión, 
enmiendas a los Estatutos de la UICN y a las Reglas de procedimiento 
pertinentes con el objetivo de mejorar la eficacia y la transparencia del proceso 
de mociones y abordar las preocupaciones planteadas por los Miembros en el 
último Congreso; 

3. Pide al GTM que trabaje con el ET del CGC para proponer cambios en los 
procedimientos internos del GTM, en particular para mejorar la transparencia del 
proceso de mociones; 

4. Pide al GTM que trabaje con la Secretaría para preparar un plan de 
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12.1 Búsqueda y 
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109th Meeting of the IUCN Council (C109) 

 

in person, HQ, Gland (Switzerland), 23-25 May 2023 
 

Agenda 
(Approved by the IUCN Council decision C109/1 on 24 May 2023) 

 

Tuesday 23 May 2023 

09:00- 
13:00& 
14:00- 
18:00 

 

Meetings of the standing committees of the IUCN Council (PPC, FAC and GCC) 
 

Wednesday 24 and Thursday 25 May 2023 

  

Agenda Item 1: Opening of the meeting and approval of the Agenda FOR 
DECISION 
 

IUCN Members have received the draft agenda one month in advance of the Council 
meeting. Their comments will be compiled in Council document C109/1/3. 
 

Documents: 
�x C109/1/2b rev Program overview of C109 with tentative timetable of Council plenary 
�x C109/1/3 Comments from IUCN Members on the Draft Agenda of C109 

 

  

Agenda Item 2: Director General’s Report 
 

2.1 DG’s annual report based results on the DG’s strategic objectives for 2022 FOR 
INFORMATION / DISCUSSION 

 

Following his annual report 2022, the DG will also present an update on activities since the 
previous Council meeting (the period January-May 2023). Both the written report and the 
slides for his update January-May 2023 are available: 
 

�x C109/2.1/1 DG’s annual report / results on the DG’s strategic objectives for 2022 
�x C109/2.1/2 DG’s Update for period since C108 (covering Jan-May 2023) 

 
2.2 IUCN 2022 Annual Report FOR DECISION 
 

Council members received the draft IUCN 2022 Annual Report from the Director General on 
7 March 2023, for comments by 27 March 2023. The final version incorporating Council 
members’ comments is available: 
 

�x 
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By the President and Vice Presidents 
 

  

3.2 Strategic Vision FOR DISCUSSION / DECISION 
 

�x Progress on the 20-year Strategic Vision elaborated by the Intersessional Council 
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This item will be dealt with in camera, i.e. restricted to the Council members, the Director 
General and Secretariat staff required for this item. 
 

  

Agenda Item 5: Constituency Issues  
 

5.1 Membership dues FOR DISCUSSION / DECISION 
 

Discussion / decision on proposals from the Council Working Group to operationalize 
membership dues for the special case of venue-based organizations (follow-up to Council 
decision C108/14). This topic is on the agenda of GCC9 of 23 May 2023. 
 

�x C109/5.1/1 Council WG on membership dues - Progress Report 19 May 2023 
 

 5.2 Membership applications FOR DECISION 
 

Consideration of new membership applications taking into account the recommendations of 
GCC (GCC8 of 13 April 2023 and GCC9 of 23 May 2023). 
 

�x C109/5.2 Consideration of 12 membership applications w. Annex 
�x GCC8 Outcomes and recommendations to Council 13 April 2023 

 

5.3 Applications for change of membership category or notification of name change 
FOR DECISION 

 

�x C109/5.3 Change of category or name of IUCN Members and notification about State 
Members 
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9.1 Reports of the Commissions FOR INFORMATION/DISCUSSION 
 

The Chairs of CEM, SSC and WCPA will present their Commission’s annual report to Council 
as required by Art. 77 of the Statutes. The remaining Commission Chairs will present their 
reports at C110. 
 

�x C109/9.1/1 CEM group and regional reports 2022 
�x C109/9.1/1 PPT CEM report to Council 
�x C109/9.1/2 WCPA 2022 Annual Report (pages 1-11) 
�x C109/9.1/2 WCPA 2022 Annual Report (pages 12-39) 
�x C109/9.1/2/2 PPT WCPA Report 2022 to Council (slide presentation) 
�x C109/9.1/3 PPT SSC report to Council 

 
9.2 IUCN Climate Crisis Commission: 
 

9.2.1 Appointment of Deputy Chair(s) FOR DECISION 
 

The Interim Chair intends to make a proposal for appointment as Deputy Chair(s). The 
Interim Chair, who will not be able to travel to Gland, will connect remotely for agenda items 
9.2.1 and 9.2.2. The only time available in his travel schedule will be between 11.30 and 
13.30 CEST on 24 May. 
 

�x C109/9.2.1/1 Appointment of Deputy Chair(s) of the IUCN Climate Crisis Commission  
 
9.2.2 Issues raised by the Interim Steering Committee (ISC) FOR DISCUSSION/ 

DECISION 
 

In its “statement” (pp 15-18 of the pdf file) clarifying their rationale for adapting the draft 
Terms of Reference of the Commission to the requirements of the Council in February 2023, 
the ISC raised issues pertaining to budget and voting rights of the Interim Chair (cf. Council 
decision C107/12, May 2022) which Council members agreed to discuss at C109 
 
9.3 IUCN World Commission on Protected Areas FOR DECISION 
 

The Chair of WCPA will propose two candidates for appointment to WCPA’s Steering 
Committee to fill vacancies following the resignation of two committee members. 
 

�x C109/9.3/1 Appointment of members of the Steering Committee of the IUCN World 
Commission on Protected Areas  

 

9.4 IUCN Commission on Environmental, Economic and Social Policy FOR DECISION 
 

The Chair of CEESP will propose a candidate for appointment to CEESP’s Steering 
Committee to fill a vacancy following the resignation of a committee member. 
 

�x C109/9.4/1 Appointment of a member of the Steering Committee of the IUCN 
Commission on Environmental, Economic and Social Policy 

 

9.5 IUCN Commission on Education and Communication FOR DECISION 
 

The Chair of CEC will propose candidates for appointment to CEC’s Steering Committee. 
 

�x C109/9.5/1 Appointment of members of the Steering Committee of the Commission 
on Education and Communication 

 

  

Agenda Item 10: Reports with recommendations from the Council’s Standing 
Committees FOR DISCUSSION / DECISION 
 

Under this agenda item, the committees will present topics for information, discussion and/or 
decision of Council that have not yet been covered under other agenda items 
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10.3 Governance and Constituency Committee (GCC) 
 

�x GCC8 Outcomes and recommendations to Council 13 April 2023 
 

  

Agenda Item 11: Amendments to the Regulations FOR DISCUSSION / 
DECISION 
 

This item is on the agenda in order to allow Council to approve amendments to the 
Regulations if it wished to do so, taking into account that Article 101 of the Statutes requires 
that amendments to the Regulations must be placed on the agenda of the Council and 
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Rules of Procedure of the World Conservation Congress, 
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(including Rules of Procedure of the World Conservation Congress, 
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AND REGULATIONS 
 
revised on 22 October 1996 and  
last amended on 10 September 2021 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
INTERNATIONAL UNION FOR CONSERVATION OF NATURE 
AND NATURAL RESOURCES  



 

 
 
 
The presentation of material in this publication and the geographical designations 
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STATUTES 
 

Preamble 
 
Recognizing that: 
 
- conservation of nature and natural resources involves the preservation and 

management of the living world, the natural environment of humanity, and 
the earth�·s renewable natural resources on which rests the foundation of 
human civilization; 

 
- natural beauty is one of the sources of inspiration of spiritual life and a 

necessary framework for the needs of recreation, made ever more essential 
by humanity�·s increasingly mechanized existence; 

 
- civilization has achieved its present high standard by finding ever more 

effective means for developing and utilizing these resources, and that 
consequently soils, water, forests and vegetation, wildlife, wilderness areas 
maintained intact, and characteristic landscapes are of vital importance for 
economic, social, educational and cultural purposes; 

 
- the increasing impoverishment of natural resources will inevitably result in a 

lowering of human standards of living but that this trend need not be 
irreversible provided that people fully come to recognize their close 
dependence upon these resources and to the recognition of the need to 
preserve and manage them in a way that is conducive to the peace, progress 
and prosperity of humanity; 
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         (g) provides scientific and other authoritative information, including 
traditional ecological knowledge, in the form of assessments, analysis, 
and advice on the status and trends of nature and natural resources, 
including on threats, human behaviour, conservation measures and 
future scenarios; 

 
 (h) prepares and disseminates statements on conservation, drawing on the 

expertise of its Members and components; 
 
 (i) influences national and international legal and administrative 

instruments so that societies are enabled to enjoy the benefits 
provided sustainably by nature and natural resources; 

 
 (j) makes representations to governments and international agencies so as 

to influence environmental policies; 
 
 (k) assists in the development of mechanisms for debating and resolving 

international environmental issues; 
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 Category B: (c) national non-governmental organisations;  
 
  (d) international non-governmental organisations; 
 
 Category C: (e) �L�Q�G�L�J�H�Q�R�X�V���S�H�R�S�O�H�V�·���R�U�J�D�Q�L�V�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����D�Q�G 
 
 Category D:  (f) affiliates. 

 
5. In these Statutes2: 
 
 (a) States shall be those whic84  0 595.32 842.04 re
W*
n
BT
0 g
0 G
/F4 10.752 Tf
104.98 537.84 Td
[(Stat)5(e)4(s )3(shall)-3( be)5j52 Tf
131.81 5sation
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 (f) international non-governmental organisations shall be institutions and 
associations o
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 (e)  the applicant meets the other qualifications for membership as 
prescribed in the Regulations.3 

 
8. Before admitting an applicant the Council shall: 
 
 (a) notify Members of the application and consider any objection raised; 

and 
 
 (b) follow the procedure and criteria prescribed in the Regulations.4 
 
9. 
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Suspension, Rescission, Expulsion and Withdrawal 
 
13. (a) The rights of a Member in connection with elections, voting and 

motions shall 
13.
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wish that a vote be conducted, the Member shall be considered to 
have withdrawn from IUCN. 

 
 (f) If the Member concerned requests a vote: 
 
  (i) the Director General shall submit the proposal for suspension 

or expulsion, together with any explanations of the Member, to 
the Members eligible to vote; 

 
  (ii) the vote shall take place at the next session of the World 

Congress and the decision taken, in the case of a Member in 
Category A, Category B or Category C, by a two-thirds majority 
of the votes cast in Category A and by a two-thirds majority of 
the votes cast in Categories B and C combined; in the case of a 
Member in Category D, by a two-thirds majority of the votes 
cast of all the Members eligible to vote; 

 
  (iii) only State Members 
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may be readmitted by the Council, in accordance with the 
Regulations.7 

 
 

Part IV - Organisation 
 
15. The components of IUCN are: 
 
 (a) the World Conservation Congress; 
 
 (b) the Council; 
 
 (c) the National and Regional Committees, and Regional Fora of 

Members; 
  
 (d) the Commissions; and 
 
 (e) the Secretariat. 
 
16. The Regions of IUCN shall be: 
 
 (a) Africa; 
 
 (b) Meso and South America; 
 
 (c) North America and the Caribbean; 
 
 (d) South and East Asia; 
 
 (e) West Asia; 
 
 (f) Oceania; 
 
 (g) East Europe, North and Central Asia; and 
 
 (h) West Europe. 

 
17.  The States included in these Regions shall be listed in the Regulations8. No 
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Part V - The World Conservation Congress 

 
18. The World Congress shall be the highest organ of IUCN. 
 
Format and Composition 
 
19. The World Congress shall consist of the duly accredited delegates of the 

Members of IUCN meeting in session. The delegates of the Members in 
Categories A, B and C shall constitute, respectively, the governmental, non-
governmental �D�Q�G���L�Q�G�L�J�H�Q�R�X�V���S�H�R�S�O�H�V�·���R�U�J�D�Q�L�V�D�W�L�R�Q��Categories of the World 
Congress. 

 
19bis. The World Congress meeting in ordinary or extraordinary session shall have 

a hybrid format. It shall be held at a physical location ���W�K�H���´venue�µ����whereby 
all duly accredited delegates of IUCN Members shall have the right to: 

a) part�L�F�L�S�D�W�H���L�Q���W�K�H���0�H�P�E�H�U�V�·���$�V�V�H�P�E�O�\���D�Q�G��exercise their right to speak 
and vote by attending either on site or remotely by using electronic 
means; 

b) participate in the World Conservation Forum events either on site or, to 



IUCN Statutes 
 

12 

 
20. The functions of the World Congress shall be inter alia: 
 
 (a) to define the general policy of IUCN; 
 
 (b) 
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 (n) to perform such other functions as may be conferred by these 

Statutes. 
 
Venue of the World Congress and Responsibility of Host State 
 
21. The World Congress shall co
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 (b) if the Council considers it necessary. 
 
26. The President, or one of the Vice-Presidents, shall preside at sittings of the 

World Congress. No persons shall preside over sittings involving elections in 
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35. Non-governmental Members shall have voting rights as follows: 

 
 (a) National non-governmental organisations shall each have one vote; 

and 
 
 (b) International non-governmental organisations shall each have two 

votes. 
 
35bis. �,�Q�G�L�J�H�Q�R�X�V���S�H�R�S�O�H�V�·���R�U�J�D�Q�L�V�D�W�L�R�Q���0�H�P�E�H�U�V���V�K�D�O�O���H�D�F�K���K�D�Y�H���R�Q�H���Y�R�W�H�� 
 
Review of Decisions 
 
36. Any decision of the World Congress taken in circumstances where: 
 
 (a) fewer than half of the total votes in either Category A or 

Categories B and C combined were represented at that session of the 
World Congress, or 

 
 (b) the matter was not on the agenda distributed to Members before the 

World Congress, 
 

shall be subject to confirmation by mail or electronic ballot if, not later than 
three months after the distribution of the decisions of the World Congress, 
so requested by a minimum of forty Members eligible to vote from at least 
three Regions
/F4 10.752 Tf
78.696 380.9 Td
[(so r)5(e)4(q)3(u)3(e)4(s)-7(te)6(d)-3( by)5( )]o-7(te).7w2q.V2283f
78.696 210.752 T
 ation
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(ii) provide oversight and guidance on the performance of the 

components of the Union as a whole and of the Director 
General in particular, encouraging coherence among its 
component parts;  

 
(iii) fulfil its fiduciary responsibilities to the Members of the Union 

and render account to them on the achievement of the Union�·s 
objectives; and  

 
(iv) s
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40. (a) Each Region shall have no more than one Councillor elected from the 
Regions from any one State. This does not preclude a Councillor 
elected from the Regions from the same State resident in a dependent 
territory of her/his State from being elected as Councillor elected 
from the Regions for a Region other than that of her/his State, or that 
s/he is elected for the same Region as her/his State but nominated by 
Members of part of a Region in which the dependent territory is 
located. There shall however be no more than two Councillors elected 
from the Regions from any State including their dependent territories 
in Council. 
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to facilitate cooperation among Members, coordination of the components 
of IUCN, and participation of Members in the programme and governance 
of IUCN. A proposal to create such National or Regional Committees shall 
be made in accordance with the Regulations.14  

 
67. The Council: 
 
 (a) shall recognize only one National Committee for a State, and one 

Regional Committee for a particular Region or a part of the Region; 
and 

 
 (b) may recognize Interregional Committees for defined purposes and on 

such terms as it considers appropriate.15 
 
68. Between sessions of the World Congress, a Regional Forum of Members 

may be held for each Region, or part of a Region, inter alia, to enable 
Members to participate in the preparation and evaluation of the programme 
and strategies of IUCN and to prepare for the next session of the World 
Congress. Either the Members, or the Council, may convene a Forum. All 
Members of IUCN in the Region have the right to be invited to and 
participate in a Forum. A Forum may determine its own organisation. The 
Rules of Procedure of the World Congress shall apply mutatis mutandis to 
such Regional Fora. 

 
69. A National or Regional Committee shall not undertake substantial financial 

obligations until it has established its own legal personality or procedures in 
a form acceptable by the Council. 

 
70. Every IUCN Member has the right to join the respective National 

Committee of its State and participate in the election of only one Regional 
Committee. If an IUCN Member 
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 (b) shall be self-governing and shall not impose financial obligations or 
liabilities upon IUCN, which shall not be responsible for 
commitments entered into by a Committee unless these have prior 
authorization of the Council; and 

 
 (c) shall work in partnership with the Secretariat and the Commissions 

and any in-country National or Regional Committees to formulate, 
coordinate and implement the Programme of IUCN. 

 
72. Councillors 
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 (a) to analyse issues and prepare assessments, reports, action plans, 
criteria and methodology and undertake research and other scientific 
and technical work; 

 
 (b) to undertake tasks assigned to them within the integrated programme 

of IUCN; 
 
 (c) to provide advice on any matter within their fields of competence; 
 
 (d) to broaden knowledge and competence on matters relating to their 

mandates;  
 
 (e) to work with Members and the Secretariat to develop activities within 

the various Regions, and to support Members and components of 
IUCN with necessary expertise; and 

 
 (f) to undertake such other responsibilities as may be assigned to them by 

the World Congress and the Council. 
 
76. The organisation, activities and financial management of the Commissions 

and procedure for the appointment of their members shall be as prescribed 
in the Regulations.16 

 
77. The Chair of each Commission shall present a report at each ordinary or 

extraordinary session of the World Congress and each year to the Council. 
 
 

Part IX - The Secretariat 
 
78. The Secretariat shall consist of the staff of IUCN. The Director General 

shall be the chief executive of IUCN and the head of the Secretariat. The 
Director General shall be subject to the authority of the Council. 

 
79. The Director General shall be: 
 
 (a) appointed by the Council according to the highest standard of merit 

for such period and under such terms and conditions as the Council 
may determine; 

 
 (b) responsible for the implementation of the policy and the programme 

of IUCN as established by the World Congress and the Council; 
 

 
16 See Regulations 71 to 84 
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Part X - The Legal Adviser 
 
85. The Legal Adviser shall provide legal advice to the World Congress, the 

Council and the Secretariat, and to such other components of IUCN as may 
be prescribed in the Regulations.17 

 
86. The Legal Adviser shall have the right to participate in, and speak at, 

sessions of the World Congress, meetings of the Co
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rights of Members eligible to vote in either Category A or in Categories B 
and C combined. If urgent circumstances require it, the Council may by a 
two-thirds majority of votes cast, apply shorter deadlines than those 
prescribed by the Regulations for electronic ballots. 

 
95. All matters within the competence of the Council may be decided by mail or 

electronic ballot. Unless otherwise provided in the Statutes, such a mail or 
electronic ballot shall take place at the request of the President or at least ten 
members of the Council. 

 
96. 
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proposed amendments to Members for comments or objections as 
provided for in Article 102. 

 
 (b)     The Regulations shall conform to these Statutes, and neither limit nor 

expand the rights of the Members to exercise control on any matter 
governed by these Statutes. No amendment to the Regulations shall 
modify the character and the objectives of IUCN (Articles 1, 2 and 3 
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109. The World Congress may only resolve on the dissolution of IUCN on the 
basis of a written motion to be sent to all the Members of IUCN at least 
four months prior to the date scheduled for the opening of the session of 
the World Congress at which it is to be considered. Adoption of such a 
motion shall require a majority of three-quarters of the votes cast by 
Members in Category A and of three-quarters of the votes cast by Members 
in Categories B and C combined. 

 
110. Upon dissolution, the assets of IUCN shall be distributed to an institution 

with objectives similar to those of IUCN, in accordance with the law of 
Switzerland. 

 
 
 
 

Part XX - Interpretation 
 
111. The English, French and Spanish texts of these Statutes shall be equally 

authentic. 
 
112. Authentic texts in other languages may be adopted by the World Congress. 
 
112bis. �������)�R�U���S�X�U�S�R�V�H�V���R�I���L�Q�W�H�U�S�U�H�W�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���D�S�S�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���,�8�&�1�·�V���6�W�D�W�X�W�H�V�����5�X�O�H�V��

of Procedures and Regulations: 
 
 (a)  �7�K�H���W�H�U�P���´�\�H�D�U���µ���I�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J���R�U���S�U�H�F�H�G�L�Q�J���D���J�L�Y�H�Q���G�D�W�H���V�K�D�O�O���P�H�D�Q����

respectively, the period between such given date and: 
 
(a) the same date of the subsequent year, inclusive, or  
 
(b) the same date of the preceding year, inclusive. 

 
(b)  �7�K�H���W�H�U�P���´�P�R�Q�W�K�µ���I�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J���R�U���S�U�H�F�H�G�L�Q�J���D���J�L�Y�H�Q���G�D�W�H���V�K�D�O�O���P�H�D�Q����

respectively, the period between such given date and: 
 
(a) the same date of the subsequent month, inclusive, or  

  
 (b) the same date of the preceding month, inclusive. 
 
 (c)  �7�K�H���W�H�U�P���´�Z�H�H�N�µ���I�R�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J���R�U���S�U�H�F�H�G�L�Q�J���D���J�L�Y�H�Q���G�D�\���V�K�D�O�O���P�H�D�Q����

respectively, the period between such given day and: 
  
 (a) the same day of the subsequent week, inclusive, or  
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ANNEX - RULES OF PROCEDURE OF 
THE WORLD CONSERVATION CONGRESS 

 
 
 

Part I - Legal Status 
 

1. 
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6. Any Head of Delegation who is unable to attend a sitting of the World 

Congress may be replaced by another delegate duly authorized to that effect 
by such Head of Delegation or by a duly authorized representative of the 
Member or, in the case of a State Member, in accordance with this State�·s 
procedures. 

 
7. No member of the Secretariat of IUCN shall be appointed as a delegate or 

an observer to the World Congress. 
 
Observers 
 
8. Non-Member States and organisations with which IUCN has formal 

working relationships may be represented at the World Congress by 
observers at the invitation of the Council. 

 
9. Members of Commissions, Honorary Members and Patrons may attend the 

World Congress as observers. 
 
10. Members of formally-established working groups of IUCN, and other 

persons having similar working relationships with IUCN who are not 
members of a delegation, may attend the World Congress as observers at the 
invitation of the Director General. 

 
[Note: Rule 11 was removed following an amendment adopted by electronic 
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23. The Secretariat shall provide the World Congress with such secretarial and 
other assistance as it requires. It shall be responsible for preparing, receiving, 
translating and circulating the official documents of the meetings by 
electronic means and for arranging interpretation.
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38. A participant who wishes to make a personal statement or explanation or 

exercise a right of reply shall be heard at the Chair�·s discretion. 
 
39. No speaker may speak for more than five minutes on any of the following: 
 
 (a) an explanation of votes; 
 
 (b) any question of procedure; or 
 
 (c) a personal statement or explanation. 
 
40. The Director General shall provide the electronic system enablingissue one 

recognition card for the right to speak to each delegation, each affiliate, each 
member of the Council, each Commission Deputy Chair and to any other 
observers as the Council shall decide to exercise their right to speak. 
Observer delegations from recognized National or Regional Committees 
may each request one recognition card enabling the delegation to be 
provided the same means to speak on behalf of the Committee in 
accordance with Regulation 66 (e). 

 
Procedural Motions 
 
41. A participant shall have prior right to speak in order to: 
 
 (a) call the attention of the Chair to a point of order or an abuse of the 

Rules of Procedure; 
 
 (b) move the adjournment of the debate (which motion may be moved 

not more than once in the course of a debate); 
 
 (c) move the closure of a debate at the end of an intervention; and 
 
 (d) move that the sitting be closed. 
 
42. The above matters shall take precedence over the main question, debate on 

which shall be suspended whilst they are considered. 
 
43. In debate on motions for adjournment, for closure of a debate, and that the 

sitting be closed, only the following may be heard: the proposer, one speaker 
against and the Chair or Rapporteur of the committee or committees 
concerned. The Members shall then take a decision. 
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(b) The same process and requirements shall apply for motions, which have 
been deferred to the following session of the World Congress as per Rule 
56.  
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(c)   only if the Congress Resolutions Committee determines that they meet 
the requirements of Rule 54 with the exception of paragraphs (b) viii. 
and ix. and that the subject of the motions is new and urgent according 
to the following criteria and on that basis authorizes their distribution 
to delegates: 

 
i. �´�1�H�Z�µ���P�H�D�Q�V���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���L�V�V�X�H���Z�K�L�F�K���L�V���W�K�H���V�X�E�M�H�F�W���R�I���W�K�H���P�R�W�L�R�Q���K�D�V��

arisen or has been subject to developments occurring after the 
closing of the deadline for the submission of motions and, at that 
time, could not have been foreseen; and 

ii. �´�8�U�J�H�Q�W�µ���P�H�D�Q�V���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���L�V�V�X�H���L�V���R�I���V�X�F�K���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�F�H���W�K�D�W��it 
requires an immediate response from the Union in the form of a 
Resolution or Recommendation. 

 
53. Motions meeting the criteria of Rule 52 shall be submitted from one week 

prior to the opening of the Congress until the end of the plenary sittings on 
�W�K�H���I�L�U�V�W���G�D�\���R�I���W�K�H���0�H�P�E�H�U�V�·���$�V�V�H�P�E�O�\. Motions received after such 
deadline shall be admitted only with the consent of the President. 

 
54. Motions shall be accepted only upon determination by the Motions Working 

Group or the Resolutions Committee that they are consistent with the 
purpose of motions as defined in Rule 48bis and meet the following 
requirements: 

 
(a)  related to content: 
 

i.    �3�U�R�S�R�V�H���R�U���P�R�G�L�I�\���,�8�&�1�·�V���J�H�Q�H�U�D�O���S�R�O�L�F�\���D�Q�G���R�Q�O�\���W�R���W�K�H���H�[�W�H�Q�W��
necessary and subject to the full application of Rule 51, specify the 
activities required to implement the policy; 

ii.   Contributions from Members and/or components of IUCN, if called 
for in the motion, are reasonable and achievable; 

iii.  Contain technically sound and coherent arguments;  
iv.  Be precise in what they aim to achieve; 
v.   Propose aspirational goals that are reasonable; 
v

(a) 
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(b) related to process and format: 
 

viii. Be submitted before the deadline established in Rule 49; 
ix. Be proposed and co-sponsored by Members eligible to vote, in 

accordance with Rules 49 or 49bis; 
x. The proponent specifies a) which of the Members and/or 

components of IUCN or third parties, which the motion calls upon 
to undertake action have been consulted or have collaborated in the 
development of the motion, b) which Members or components of 
IUCN have been consulted with a view to identify solutions that 
might address the underlying issues and c) the actions and resources 
required to implement the motion and the contributions which 
proponents and co-sponsors intend to make towards its 
implementation; 

xi. For motions concerning issues arising in a State or States outside the 
State or Region of the proponent, be co-sponsored by at least one 
IUCN Member from the Region with which the motion is concerned 
in accordance with Rule 49bis; and 

xii. Use the template to be approved by Council. 
 
55. Except for appeals referred to in Rule 62ter, the Steering Committee shall 

decide any appeal from a proposer and co-sponsors against the amendment 
of a draft motion by the Motions Working Group or Resolutions 
Committee. The Chair shall announce the decision of the Steering 
Committee and the World Congress may confirm or change that decision. 

 
56. (a)  The Resolutions Committee may refer a motion to a committee or ad hoc 

 contact group of delegates from accredited Members, for its review and 
advice or decide that it be debated and voted upon directly by the World 
Congress. It may also propose that motions whose arguments are not 
technically sound or coherent and require further development or 
motions which are so controversial that it is, in its opinion, not possible 
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the procedure for discussion and amendment of motions during 
Congress.  

 
(d) 
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dates prior to the opening of Congress to be determined by Council. 
Paragraphs c. to g. of Regulation 94 shall apply mutatis mutandis to the 
electronic vote on motions; or 

 
(b) �U�H�I�H�U���W�R���W�K�H���0�H�P�E�H�U�V�·���$�V�V�H�P�E�O�\���I�R�U���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�G���G�H�E�D�W�H���D�Q�G���Y�R�W�H��on the 

floor, motions which have been the subject of such discussion and 
divergent proposed amendments or that are so controversial that it is, in 
the opinion of the Motions Working Group, not possible to produce a 
consensus text for submission to a decision by 



Rules of Procedure of the World Conservation Congress 
 

49 

shall be programmed with the number of votes to which each Member is 
entitled by the Statutes. The votes yes, no and abstention on motions shall 
be tallied in accordance with Articles 30 to 35bis of the Statutes and the 
votes on elections in accordance with Rules 78 to 81. tThe votes of Category 
A Members are recorded separately; and the votes of Categories B and 
C Members are recorded separately and combined for a combined voting 
result. The Chair shall announce the results by displaying them on a screen 
visible to all delegates. 

 
65. White or green voting cards will each equal one vote and shall be distributed 

according to the number of votes to which the Member is entitled by the 
Statutes. In the case of electronic voting, the electronic voting card shall be 
programmed with the number of votes to which the Member is entitled by 
the Statutes. 
The electronic voting system shall be accessible to the Heads of Delegation 
or those authorized to cast the vote on behalf of their delegation via their 
own devices connected to the internet, regardless of whether they are 
participating on site or remotely. 

 
65bis. If the �0�H�P�E�H�U�·�V Assembly is interrupted due to technical issues related to the 

electronic system enabling delegates to speak and vote which affect all 
delegates and cannot be solved immediately, the Assembly shall be 
adjourned until the technical issue has been solved. The disruption shall be 
recorded in the proceedings. If the technical issue cannot be solved within a 
reasonable timeframe and matters remaining on the agenda cannot be 
addressed before the close of the Congress, the Steering Committee, after 
considering what is feasible under the prevailing circumstances, shall take a 
decision on the way to proceed, which may include, but not be limited to, 
�H�[�W�H�Q�G�L�Q�J���R�U���U�H�F�R�Q�Y�H�Q�L�Q�J���W�K�H���0�H�P�E�H�U�V�·���$�V�V�H�P�E�O�\���R�U���U�H�I�H�U�U�L�Q�J��all remaining 
matters to an electronic discussion and vote in accordance with 
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(c)  �)�R�U���W�K�H���S�X�U�S�R�V�H�V���U�H�O�H�Y�D�Q�W���W�R���W�K�L�V���5�X�O�H�����¶�G�H�O�H�J�D�W�H�·���V�K�D�O�O���D�O�V�R���U�H�I�H�U���W�R���D�Q��
accredited representative of a recognized National/Regional Committee 
of the country/region of the Member delegation giving the proxy.  

 
(d)  A Member eligible to vote who is unable to attend the World Congress 

�R�U���D���G�H�O�H�J�D�W�L�R�Q���X�Q�D�E�O�H���W�R���D�W�W�H�Q�G���D���S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U���V�L�W�W�L�Q�J���R�I���W�K�H���0�H�P�E�H�U�V�·��
Assembly, may give a proxy to a delegation of another Member eligible 
to vote or to an accredited representative of a recognized 
National/Regional Committee of the country/region of the Member 
delegation giving the proxy. In order for the proxy to be validly recorded 
in the electronic voting system, it shall be provided at minimum one day 
before the Opening of the World Congress in order for it to apply for 
the duration of the World Congress and on the day before the specific 
sitting or before the specific day it is meant to apply. 

 
(e)  A Member shall not transfer proxy of itshis own vote while holding 

other proxies and shall not transfer another M�H�P�E�H�U�·�V���S�U�R�[�\���Z�L�W�K�R�X�W��
prior authorization of the proxy giver. A Member shall not accept more 
than five proxies. 

 
(f) In order to be valid, all proxies shall be made recorded in writing and 

transmitted to the Congress Secretariatin the electronic voting system 
within the deadline set in Rule 66 d). 

(g) Proxies shall not be allowed for elections under Rule 77bis or when all 
Members vote exclusively online. 24 
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Part IX - Elections 
 
Election Officer 
 
74. The Election Officer appointed by the Council under the Statutes shall be 

responsible for supervising the elections at the World Congress and the 
counting of the votes. 

 
Nominations and Method of Voting in Elections 
 
75. Nominations by a Member in Category A, B or C made before the World 

Congress shall be communicated by the Council to the Members. 
 
76. Prior to the election, the Secretariat shall arrange for Members to 

interactmeet with all candidates and receive 
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combined, the post shall be filled by the World Congress or, failing a 
decision by the closure of the session, by the new Council; and 

 
 (c) where there is more than one candidate for any of these posts a vote 

shall be taken in accordance with Rule 81. 
 
79. Should a sole candidate for the post of the President, Treasurer, Chair of 

Commission or Indigenous Councillor withdraw or become ineligible, the 
Council shall meet in extraordinary session and, having considered the views 
of the Members of IUCN, shall propose a new candidate to the World 
Congress. 

 
79bis. Where three or more candidates from the same State, each nominated for a 

different Commission Chair post, receive the highest number of votes or the 
highest ranking for the respective posts for which they were nominated, only 
the two candidates who receive the highest percentage of the votes in the 
voting for their respective Commission Chair posts shall be elected. With 
regard to each of the remaining candidates who received the highest number 
of votes or the highest ranking for the posts for which they were nominated, 
the vote on each such candidate ipso facto shall be vacated by the election of 
the two candidates who received the highest percentage of votes, and the 
vacant post of Commission Chair for such candidate�·s Commission shall be 
filled as follows: 

 
(a) If there was a runner-up candidate from a different State who received 

at least eighty percent (80%) of the votes received by the candidate for 
whom the vote was vacated, then such runner-up shall be elected to 
the vacant post of Commission Chair. 

 
(b) If there was no runner-up from a different State who received at least 

eighty percent (80%) of the votes received by the candidate for whom 
the vote had been vacated, then the post of Commission Chair for 
that Commission shall be filled by the new Council. 

 
80. Where the number of candidates for Councillors elected from the Regions is 

the same or less than the number of vacancies in the Region for which they 
are nominated, each candidate shall be voted on individually. Should a 
candidate not receive a simple majority of votes cast by Members eligible to 
vote in Category A and in Categories B and C combined, the position of the 
Councillor elected from the Regions shall be filled by the new Council. 
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81. Where there is more than one candidate for the post of the President, 
Treasurer, Councillor elected from the Regions, Indigenous Councillor or 
Commission Chair: 

 
(a) the ballot paper or the electronic votingelection 
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84. Motions adopted at each sitting of the World Congress shall be recorded as 

decisions and the texts in the official languages distributed as soon as 
possible to all delegates and observers present. 

 
85. After each World Congress, the minutes including the decisions taken shall be 

published in the official languages, in accordance with the language policy of 
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REGULATIONS 

 
 

Part I - Legal Status 
 
1. These Regulations are made pursuant to the Statutes, and shall be read in 

conjunction with those Statutes and the Rules of Procedure of the World 
Conservation Congress (hereinafter referred to as � t́he World Congress�µ) 
annexed to the Statutes. 

 
 

Part II - Programme 
 
2. IUCN shall pursue its objectives through an integrated programme of 

activities, formulated, coordinated and implemented by the Members and 
components of IUCN. The Programme shall be adopted by the World 
Congress and be reviewed annually by the Council. The Programme shall 
inter alia: 

 
 (a) examine how species and ecosystems function, how they might be 

sustained by conservation practice, and how to ensure that any use of 
natural resources is equitable and ecologically sustainable; 

 
 (b) monitor and assess what biological diversity exists, under what 

conditions, identify the threats to its conservation, and develop an 
enhanced capacity to define priorities for conservation action; 

 
 (c) develop, test and demonstrate sound practices for the conservation 

and sustainable use of species and ecosystems, including through 
cooperative field projects; 

 
 (d) develop tools likely to be most effective in compensating for or 

correcting damaging impacts; 
 
 (e) examine how human behaviour, institutions, value and knowledge 

systems, social policy, development approaches and economic 
activities relate to and may affect conservation, sustainable use and 
equitable access to natural resources;  

 
 (f) increase public awareness of the conservation of nature and natural 

resources through education and the wide dissemination of 
information; 
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 (g) promote the continuing training and education of conservationists at 

all levels, and encourage their involvement with local communities 
worldwide in the development of sustainable ways of living; 

 (h) assist in the development and improvement of legislation relating to 
the conservation of nature and natural resources; 

 
 (i) prepare draft international agreements relating to the conservation of 

nature and natural resources, and encourage governments to adhere to 
and implement agreements once concluded; 

 
 (j) strengthen the Members of IUCN and their national and regional 

structures; 
 
 (k) pursue programmes of mutual interest at international, regional, 

national and local levels with governments, non-governmental 
organisations, international organisations, aid agencies and others; and 

 
 (l) collect, analyze, interpret and disseminate information, including by 

the preparation, publication and distribution of documents, legislative 
texts, scientific studies and other information.
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extent of its competence with respect to the matters provided in the 
Statutes. 

 
 (c) A State or political and/or economic integration organisation, on 

becoming a Member, shall designate its liaison with the IUCN 
Secretariat. 

 
4. Government Agencies and Subnational Governments 
 
 A government agency or subnational government seeking membership of 

IUCN shall submit an application for admission to the Director General 
supported by a statement by the head of the agency or subnational 
government, setting forth its competence to adhere to the Statutes. 

 
5. National Non-Governmental Organisations 
 
 (a) Subject to (b) below, any national non-governmental organisation 

seeking admission as a Member shall, in addition to the requirements 
of the Statutes: 

  (i) be a not-for-profit entity which conforms with the law of the 
State where its seat is located; 

 
  (ii) have been in existence for at least three years; 
 
  (iii) have a board that is autonomous and independent; and 
 
  (iv) have a governance structure which is transparent, accountable 

and representative. 
 
 (b) Any duly accredited university, similar institution of higher learning, 

specialized centre 



IUCN Regulations 

61 

5bis.  





IUCN Regulations 

63 

application deadlines. �7�K�H���%�X�U�H�D�X���V�K�D�O�O���V�H�H�N���&�R�X�Q�F�L�O�·�V���D�G�Y�L�F�H���L�Q���D���F�D�V�H���Z�K�H�U�H��
there is controversy associated with an application. 

 
19. An appeal against any decision of the Council in respect of the admission 

shall be made within six months of notification of the Council�·s decision. 
 
20. A Member shall promptly inform the Director General of any important 

change in the particulars supplied in support of its application for 
membership of IUCN which may affect its eligibility for such membership 
or for the Category of such membership. 

 
Transfers between Membership Categories 
 
21. On request or after due notice, the Council shall transfer a Member to 

another group of membership if, in the opinion of a two-thirds majority of 
the Council, that Member is incorrectly classified. The Members of IUCN 
shall be notified of the transfer, together with the reasons. If within three 
months following this notification an objection is lodged by the Member in 
question or another Member eligible to vote, the transfer shall be submitted 
to the World Congress for ratification.  

 
Membership Dues 
 
22.  Dues for Members in Category A shall be established by the World 

Conservation Congress and be calculated for the period until the next World 
Congress on the basis of the latest available percentage assessed for States 
concerned in the budget of the United Nations. The Council may establish 
groups for the setting of dues. In cases y T
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and such other tasks as described in Part VII of the Rules of Procedure. 
Consolidated motions may be put forward by the Motions Working Group. 

 
Elections: President, Treasurer and Chairs of the Commissions 
 
30. At least four months prior to a meeting of the Council taking place not less 

than four months before the date set for the opening of an ordinary session 
of the World Congress, the Members in Categories A, B and C shall be 
invited by the Director General to submit to the Election Officer, proposals 
for persons to be nominated as President or Treasurer, or as a Chair of a 
Commission. Such invitation shall be accompanied by a list of the President, 
Treasurer and Chairs of Commissions in office who are eligible and willing 
to accept re-election. Proposals for persons to be nominated as President 
shall be made by Members eligible to vote representing at least 1% of the 
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38ter. All nominations shall be submitted together with an abbreviated curriculum 
vitae for each candidate, supplied by that candidate. Each candidate shall 
declare in writing a willingness to serve if elected. The deadline for 
nominations shall be determined on each occasion by the Council. 

 
39. Candidates for election as Councillor elected from the Regions shall be 

nationals of a State in the Region concerned, and shall be resident in that 
Region. Candidates for election as Councillors elected from the Regions for 
a Region, or part of a Region covered by a recognized Regional Committee, 
other than that of their State, referred to in Article 40 of the Statutes, shall 
be resident in the Region concerned and be nationals of the State to which 
the dependent territory belongs. 

 
40. Nominations received from Members within a Region for election as 

Councillors elected from the Regions from that Region as well as 
nominations received for election as Indigenous Councillor shall be 
communicated via the IUCN intranet as and when they are declared by the 
Election Officer as meeting the requirements established in the Statutes and 
the present Regulations. Before taking a definitive decision to reject a 
nomination, the Election Officer shall allow the individuals whose 
nomination does not meet the requirements a period of three weeks 
following the deadline in case they wish to bring evidence that the 
nomination(s) received were valid at the time of the deadline. Nominations 
that meet the requirements shall be submitted by the Election Officer with 
appropriate background information to each ordinary session of the World 
Congress. The Election Officer shall list the candidates in alphabetical order 
from a point in the alphabet chosen at random, with an indication of the 
number of nominations received per candidate. 

 
Electronic Voting and Elections 
 
40bis. When voting is normally carried out by delegates holding up voting cards 

under Rule 67 of the Rules of Procedure of the World Conservation 
Congress, and if an adequate electronic voting system is available at the 
Congress site, the voting shall be conducted by delegates electronically by 
inserting into a machine each Member�·s voting card. Votes 
for/against/abstain are tallied electronically by computer and the results of 
the tally announced to the World Congress by the Chair through displaying 
the tally on a screen visible to all delegates, with government votes and non-
government votes reported separately as required under Articles 34 and 35 
of the Statutes. The Election Officer shall monitor and ensure the accuracy 
of the electronic voting system. 

 

Commented [LDW35]: Advisory Group: These provisions can 
be removed because duplicating Rules 63-65 and 77bis. 
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 (b) a Councillor from Switzerland, chosen after consultation with the 
Swiss authorities, if a Councillor elected from the Regions from 
Switzerland has not been elected;31 

 
 (c) up to four Vice-Presidents; and 
 
 (d) the Legal Adviser.  
 
45bis. Council may appoint members of Council as IUCN Council Global Focal 

Persons, for a period up to the end of the term for which s/he has been 
elected, with the purpose of: 

 
(a) increasing the understanding in Council on a specific matter and the 

inclusiveness of its deliberations; 
 
(b) �F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�L�Q�J���W�R���U�D�L�V�H���W�K�H���S�U�R�I�L�O�H���R�I���,�8�&�1�·�V���Z�R�U�N���Z�L�W�K���N�H�\��

stakeholders;  
 
(c) promoting a strong focus and coherent body of work across IUCN on 

the issue concerned by liaising with the Secretariat, the Commissions 
and Members; and 

 
(d) bringing her/his perspective and advice to the Council trough the 

relevant committee of the Council, including policy, governance, and 
resourcing implications. 

 
46. The Council shall appoint a Deputy Chair and Steering Committee for each 

Commission. The appointments shall be made after considering proposals 
from the Chair of each Commission who shall take into account any 
suggestion made by the members of that Commission and seek to reflect the 
geographical and other diversity of IUCN. The Deputy Chair of each 
Commission shall act in the place of the Chair whenever the latter is unable 
to act as the Chair. 

 
47. In the case of a vacancy in the Presidency of IUCN, the Council shall fill this 

vacancy from among the Vice-Presidents of IUCN. In filling other 
vacancies, the Council shall follow, whenever possible, the procedures and 
conditions provided for in the Statutes32
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53. Any of the official languages of IUCN may be used at meetings of the 
Council. Interpretation from one official language to another shall be made 
whenever a member of the Council so requests. Notification of such 
requests must be received by the Secretariat at least one month in advance of 
the meeting. Members of the Council may also speak in any language other 
than one of the three official languages but they must themselves provide for 
interpretation into one of the official languages. 

 
54. A decision of the Council concerning a matter which was not on the draft 

agenda circulated in advance is binding unless five members of the Council 
attending the meeting are opposed, or unless five members of the Council 
notify their opposition to the Director General within one month of mailing 
of the minutes of the meeting. 

 
55. A vote is cast at meetings of the Council when delivered by a member of the 

Council �¶participating in the vote�· and �¶voting�·. Participating shall mean 
present, or represented by proxy. �¶Voting�· shall mean submitting an 
affirmative or negative vote; abstentions shall not count as votes cast. 
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recommendations. A task force shall be a temporary body established 
by a committee and shall submit its report to the committee, as the 
case may be, with recommendations. 

 
 (b) In general, the subject matter of a committee or working group shall 

not be within the mandate of a Commission. The terms of reference, 
leadership, composition and duration of committees and of working 
groups shall be determined by the Council and, in the case of task 
forces, by the committee concerned. The terms of reference of 
working groups shall explicitly require a new decision of the Council 
or, in the case of task forces, of the committee concerned, in order to 
renew or extend their mandate.  Once established, working groups or 
task forces may alter their composition provided this has no adverse 
impact on the approved budget. 

 
 (c) The Council may only delegate authority to any committee or working 

group to act on its behalf for specific purposes, when the majority of 
the members of the committee or working group are members of the 
Council. 

 
 (d)  The committees, and if necessary the working groups, will meet prior 

to the plenary sessions of the Council. The committees and working 
groups will transmit their recommendations and proposed decisions to 
the Council prior to the Council plenary sessions, specifying the 
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Part VI - The National and Regional Committees 
and Regional Fora 

 
61. To be eligible for recognition by the Council, National Committees shall: 
 
 (a) open their membership to all IUCN Members in their State; and 
 
 (b) comprise the majority of Members in their State. 
 
62. To be eligible for recognition a Regional Committee shall be constituted 

through a process in which all IUCN Members in the Region or part of the 
Region are entitled to participate on equal terms. 

 
63. The Director General shall be informed of any proposal to establish a 

Committee and of its proposed chair, rules of procedure and address, and 
shall: 

 
 (a) advise the Committee on the conformity of these proposals with these 

Regulations; and 
 
 (b) once satisfied of that conformity, inform the Council at its next 

meeting of the establishment of the Committee so that the Council 
may consider recognition. 

 
64. Should a Committee act inconsistently with the objectives of IUCN, and 
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 (b) be solely responsible for any funds they raise and any debts and legal 
obligations incurred; 

 
 (c) determine the dates and venues of their meetings, informing their 

members and the Director General of these meetings in advance; 
 
 (d) send a report on their activities to the Director General and the 

Council once a year; 
 
 (e) accept the right of any member to dissociate from any decision of the 

Committee and if requested, clearly indicate that dissociation; 
 
 (f) endeavour to ensure the full participation of their members; and  
 
 (g) cooperate with the Secretariat and the Commissions to advance the 

work of IUCN; and 
 
 (h)  invite the Director General to attend or be represented at their 

meetings. 
 
66bis. When preparing to operate outside of its own State or Region, a National or 

Regional Committee shall follow the Operational Guide for National and 
Regional Committees35 working outside their State or Region and must first 
consult with the relevant IUCN regional and/or country office and any 
relevant National or Regional Committees and ensure that any proposed 
activities are consistent with the IUCN Programme, including any agreed 
regional or national programmes or work plans. 

 
66ter. In the context of the development of motions referred to in Rules 48 to 62, 

the National Committees, Regional Committees and Regional Fora, when 
convened, are encouraged to provide a platform for discussion and 
negotiation of motions emanating from their country or region, in particular 
those that warrant discussion at a local, national or regional level, for the 
purpose of identifying solutions that might address the underlying issues. 

 
67. Committees recognized by the Council may: 
 
 (a) adopt and pursue their own policies consistent with the policies and 

objectives of IUCN; 
 

 
35 Adopted by Council at its 76th Meeting (May 2011), decision C/76/32; amended by Council at its 
98th Meeting (February 2020), decision C98/24. 

Field  Code  Changed
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 (b) be authorized by the Council to undertake activities in the name of 
IUCN; 

  
 (c) establish and operate through sub-national or sub-regional 

committees; 
 

 (d) invite participation of IUCN Members from other States or Regions, 
as appropriate; 

 
 (e) invite others to participate as observers; 
  
 (f) have or adopt their own constitution and by-laws; 
 
 (g) exchange views on conservation issues within their States or Regions; 
 
 (h) participate in the formulation of the IUCN Programme for their 

respective State or Region; and 
 
 (i) issue statements relevant to the objectives of IUCN, provided that 

such statements, or actions taken pursuant to them, shall be solely on 
behalf of the Committee and shall not commit IUCN to any financial, 
legal or policy obligations. 

 
68. The Director General shall nominate a Secretariat official responsible for 

liaison with each Committee and shall: 

 (a) keep the Committee informed of IUCN activities; 
 
 (b) consult the Committee on applications for IUCN membership, on 

mechanisms for participation in the IUCN Programme and on the 
implementation of the decisions of the World Congress relevant to 
that State or Region; 

 
 (c) involve the Committee in preparations for sessions of the World 

Congress, regional meetings and other important events;  
 
 (d) consult with the Committee about the development of IUCN 

initiatives in its State or Region; 
 
 (e) inform the Committee when IUCN has been consulted on issues of 

importance to the State or Region; and 
 
 (f) inform the Committee as appropriate of forthcoming official visits by 

officers and senior staff of IUCN.  
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Part VII - The Commissions 

 
Mandate 
 
69. The mandate of each Commission, including name, mission and terms of 

reference, shall be established by the World Congress. 
 
70. Prior to each ordinary session of the World Congress, the Council shall 

review the terms of reference and the activities of each Commission. Any 
proposals by an IUCN Member concerning the mission and terms of 
reference for any Commission shall be communicated to the Members of 
IUCN at least six months prior to the ordinary session of the World 
Congress concerned. 

 
Commission Members 
 
71. A Commission shall consist of individual members and, where appropriate, 

organisational associates chosen because of their competence to develop and 
advance the institutional knowledge and experience and objectives of IUCN 
within the mandate of the Commission.  

 
72. The terms of appointment of Commission members, shall continue for six 

months after the close of the ordinary session of the World Congress 
following their appointment, or until reappointments are made, whichever is 
sooner. 

 
73. The Chair of each Commission shall propose to the Council at its first 

meeting after the conclusion of an ordinary session of the World Congress, a 
candidate for appointment as Deputy Chair and shall propose candidates for 
appointment as members of the Commission Steering Committee no later 
than the second Council meeting after that session of the World Congress. 
The proposals of the Chair shall be made after a process of appropriate 
c
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78bis. The Commissions are accountable to the Council between sessions of the 
Congress. In line with Article 77 of the Statutes, the Commissions through 
the Chairs present an annual report to the Council on outputs, outcomes, 
impact and resources rais�H�G���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���W�K�H���&�R�P�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�·�V���Z�R�U�N���S�O�D�Q���D�S�S�U�R�Y�H�G��
by Council at the beginning of each term. 

 
79. The Commissions may establish specialist groups of their members and 

other invited experts. The objectives and policies of such groups shall be 
consistent with those of IUCN. 

 
80. Each Commission Steering Committee shall adopt, and may revise, that 

Commission�·s by-laws; the by-laws shall conform to the Statutes and the 
Regulations of IUCN. 

 
81.
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trademarks, licenses, human resources agreements, service agreements, and 
other such undertakings. 

 
86. The Director General shall establish the office of the Legal Adviser, and 

recruit one or more legal counsel to serve in this office, to assist the Legal 
Adviser in the provision of such legal services as may be required.  

 
87. The Director General shall recommend to the Council, an individual to be 

appointed the Union�·s Legal Adviser, and Council shall ensure that the Legal 
Adviser is duly appointed. 

 
 

Part IX - 
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 (c) relate the proposed programme of activities to the estimates of 
income; 

 
 (d) present proposed allocations and expenditure which balance the 

estimated restricted and unrestricted income; and 
 
 (e) specify the projected growth or reductions in elements of the 

Programme, staff and administrative costs and changes in the 
geographical distribution of IUCN�·s activities. 

 
92. The annual budget for the period from 1 January to 31 December shall: 
 
 (a) estimate unrestricted and restricted income from all sources, indicating 

which sums are confirmed, which are assumptions based on proposals 
under consideration by donors, and which are to be sought during the 
year; 
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a. At least six weeks before issuing the first notice of the electronic ballot 
referred to in paragraph b. of this Regulation, the Director General 
shall transmit the proposal(s) on which to vote, together with the 
background documentation, to the Members of IUCN, inviting 
comments or amendments either by electronic communication or 
through an online discussion forum; 
 

b. A first formal notice of the electronic ballot, together with relevant 
background documentation, shall be circulated by the Director 
General of IUCN via electronic communication to the Members of 
IUCN at least eight weeks in advance of the date/time of the opening 
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f. Consistent with the requirement under Rule of Procedure 71bis, the 
complete voting record of each IUCN Member shall be made 
available to all IUCN Members within two weeks following the close 
of the electronic ballot. Consistent with the requirement under Rule of 
Procedure 72, this voting record shall also include the written 
statements of any Members explaining their vote, which the 
Secretariat shall have received by electronic communication before the 
closing date/time of the electronic ballot. 

 
g. In accordance with Article 94 of the Statutes, if urgent circumstances 

require it, the Council may by a two-thirds majority of votes cast, 
apply shorter deadlines than those established in the previous 
paragraphs. 

 
95. Where an electronic ballot is conducted by other components of IUCN, the 

same format as specified in Regulatiocf o95.32 842.04 re
W*
n8 Reg181of IUCN,o/8 W4(d0omm)f o95.32 842,a78.696Tf
297.72 537mat as speci
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from 24 October 1996, and entirely replace and substitute for the previous 
Regulations, provided that nothing herein shall affect the validity of any 
decision taken under the previous Regulations. 

 
95th Meeting on 8 October 2018, at its 96th Meeting on 31 March 2019, at its 98th Meeting on 11 
February 2020, by the World Conservation Congress on 10 September 2021. 
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ANNEX 
 

(As per Regulation 36) 
 

Members of the United Nations, members of its Specialized Agencies, or of the 
International Atomic Energy Agency, or parties to the Statute of the International 
Court of Justice. 37 
 
 
AFRICA 
 
Algeria 
Angola 
Benin 
Botswana 
Burkina Faso 
Burundi 
Cabo Verde 
Cameroon 
Central African Republic 
Chad 
Comoros 
Congo 
Côte d�·Ivoire 
Democratic Republic of the Congo 
Djibouti 
Egypt 
Equatorial Guinea 
Eritrea 
Eswatini 
Ethiopia 
Gabon 
Gambia (Republic of The) 
Ghana 
Guinea 
Guinea Bissau 
Kenya 
Lesotho 
Liberia 
Libya (State of) 
Madagascar 
Malawi 
Mali 

Mauritania 
Mauritius 
Morocco 
Mozambique 
Namibia 
Niger 
Nigeria 
Rwanda 
Sao Tome and Principe 
Senegal 
Seychelles 
Sierra Leone 
Somalia 
South Africa 
South Sudan 
Sudan 
Togo 
Tunisia 
Uganda 
United Republic of Tanzania 
Zambia 
Zimbabwe 
 
MESO AND SOUTH  
AMERICA  
 
Argentina 
Belize 
Bolivia (Plurinational State of) 
Brazil 
Chile 
Colombia 
Costa Rica 
Ecuador 
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El Salvador 
Guatemala 
Guyana 
Honduras 
Mexico 
Nicaragua 
Panama 
Paraguay 
Peru 
Suriname 
Uruguay 
Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of) 
 
NORTH AMERICA AND  
THE CARIBBEAN  
 
Antigua and Barbuda 
Bahamas 
Barbados 
Canada 
Cuba 
Dominica 
Dominican Republic 
Grenada 
Haiti 
Jamaica 
Saint Kitts and Nevis 
Saint Lucia 
Saint Vincent and the  
   Grenadines  
Trinidad and Tobago 
United States of America 
 
SOUTH AND EAST ASIA 
 
Bangladesh 
Bhutan 
Brunei Darussalam 
Cambodia 
China 
Democratic People�·s 
   Republic of Korea 
India 

Indonesia 
Japan 
Lao People�·





 
 

Historical Note 
 
1948  Adoption of the Statutes of IUCN (then named the International Union for 





1

27 December �t results published (at the 
latest)

29 Nov-13 December �tE-vote

28 November - Refresher webinar 

W/c 25 Sept -
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IUCN Council will send out a call for nominations to all IUCN Members and Commission 
members, with sufficient information about the process and terms of reference for this group. 
The call for nominations will be open for at least one month. The call for nominations will 
request brief information on the nominees, specifically contact information, brief biography, 
expertise on the topic, region of origin, gender, age, ethnicity, as well as their CV, statement 
of interest and confirmation of willingness to serve in a personal capacity, commitment to the 
time dedication required, willingness to engage in a respectful and inclusive way to the 
different perspectives on the topic and declaration of any potential conflicts of interest. 
Fluency in either English or French or Spanish, the three official languages of IUCN, is 
required; whispering translations will be provided by the IUCN Secretariat to assist any 
working group members requiring this. 
 
The call for nominations will also request that nominees state if they would be willing to be 
considered for the position of Chair or Co-Chair of the Working Group, including the terms of 
reference for this/these position(s). 
 
The IUCN President will appoint a preliminary list of sixteen participants for the Working 
Group (using criteria in the Resolution), including a Chair or Co-Chairs, and send out to 
IUCN Members the list of names and brief biographies. IUCN Members will have one month 
to send feedback to the IUCN President about its overall composition. 
 
The IUCN President will appoint and announce the final list of participants of the Working 
Group and its Chair or Co-
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Objective: To provide leadership to the Policy Development Working Group in the process 
of drafting the “IUCN policy on synthetic biology in relation to nature conservation”. 
 
Specific roles:  

1) Chair the first, second, and third meetings of the Policy Development Working Group, 
and any electronic meetings or email discussions of the working group needed;  

2) Promote respectful engagement among all members of the Working Group;  
3) Participate as observer/s on the inclusive process of the citizen’s assembly;  
4) Ensure that 
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functions (see below), to reduce transaction costs and increase continuity and efficiency of 
the process. 
 
Objective:
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12 membership applications approved by ���}�µ�v���]�o Ann���Æ���ñ���š�}�����}�µ�v���]�o���������]�•�]�}�v�����í�ì�õ�l�í�ñ

https://portals.iucn.org/union/sites/union/files/doc/IIN_Kenya_DDP.pdf
https://www.buenosaires.gob.ar/jefedegobierno/ambiente
https://www.buenosaires.gob.ar/jefedegobierno/ambiente
https://portals.iucn.org/union/sites/union/files/doc/SECA_Argentina_DDP.pdf
https://www.azab.org.br/
https://portals.iucn.org/union/sites/union/files/doc/AZAB_Brazil_DDP.pdf
https://asociacionbalam.org.gt/
https://portals.iucn.org/union/sites/union/files/doc/BALAM_Guatemala_DDP_0.pdf
http://www.earthgonomic.com/
https://portals.iucn.org/union/sites/union/files/doc/EME_Mexico_DDP_0.pdf
https://adoptabosque.org/


Annex 6 to DEC C109/16 

 
 
Change of membership category:  

 
Member ID Name Country Current 

category 
Requested 
new category 

NG/69 Zoologische Gesellschaft Frankfurt von 1858 - 
Hilfe für die bedrohte Tierwelt  
(Frankfurt Zoological Society of 1858-Help for 
Threatened Wildlife) 
 

Germany National 
NGO 

Affiliate 

 
 
Change of name:  
 
Member 
ID 

Previous name New name Country 

ST/1251 Ministero della Transizione 
Ecologica 

Ministero dell'Ambiente e della Sicurezza Energetica 
/ Ministry of Environment and Energy Security. 

Italy 
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institutions and individuals involved in developing and maintaining �^�l�v�}�Á�o�����P�����‰�Œ�}���µ���š�•�_.  Insights 
are summarised in the SWOT analysis presented in Figure 1 (below). 
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are nature-negative or -positive. Existing IUCN KPs that aim to serve this purpose have a degree of 
uptake and utility; however, there is potential to extend, systematise, improve and integrate �/�h���E�[�• 
knowledge offering, in the strive to achieve �/�h���E�[�•�����}�v�•��rvation mission.  

It is evident that the Union has been attempting to address this matter for more than a decade. 
Throughout the years, KPs have been developed independently from one another; there is also 
currently no strategy on KPs, nor on knowledge management more generally, despite the numerous 
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Knowledge Products in IUCN Resolutions  

Throughout the years, t�Z���� �D���u�����Œ�•�[�� ���•�•���u���o�Ç (i.e. Congress) has adopted many Resolutions and 
Recommendations that relate to KPs. Relevant Resolutions can be classified into two main categories: 
i.) Resolutions that provide general guidance for the development and sharing of KPs, and ii.) 
Resolutions that relate to specific KPs.   

Out of the 37 Resolutions relating to KPs that were identified, 28 of them remain active, and 9 have 
been archived. A comprehensive list and 
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Chapter 2. Knowledge Products: overview   
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A methodology, set of requirements and/or criteria used for evaluations and assessments of level of 
compliance and quality. Standards are the main vehicle for certification schemes, created to provide 
assurance to third parties.  

Applying this typology to a set of existing IUCN KPs (see Annex 5 for full descriptions), the table 
below provides on overview of where various KPs would sit: 

 

Knowledge 
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Chapter 3. Changing Landscape 

Today, the world is changing rapidly. Technological development is changing at unprecedented rates.  
The biodiversity data landscape is likewise evolving rapidly. Two key emerging themes are: 

1) An increasing array of remotely-sensed data products of relevance to biodiversity are 
available, often with global or near-global coverage, at very high resolution and at low cost. 
Combined with vastly improved computing power, this has enabled the development of 
global-scale high-resolution derived datasets such as forest condition indexes4 and broader 
�^�����}�o�}�P�]�����o�� �]�v�š���P�Œ�]�š�Ç�_�� �]�v�����Æ��s5. Many of these new datasets which are based on publicly 
funded remote-sensing are freely available, even for commercial use, driven by government 
�^�}�‰���v�������š���_���‰�}�o�]���]���•�X 

-
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In addition to these processes, with which IUCN is actively involved in negotiation around use of KPs, 
other disclosure frameworks such as the Carbon Disclosure Project are looking to use IUCN KPs for 
their biodiversity-related reporting tools. 

 

Analysing the current and potential impact of IUCN KP 
A key objective of the 2021 Strategic Review was to understand opportunities to extend the uptake, 
reach, conservation impact, and financial sustainability of IUCN KPs. The Review focused on a selection 
of IUCN KPs, namely: the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species, IUCN Red List of Ecosystems, IUCN 
Green List of Protected and Conserved Areas, IUCN Green Status of Species, IUCN Global Invasive 
Species Database, World Database on Key Biodiversity Areas, and World Database on Protected 
Areas/Protected Planet �t and the metrics (e.g. Species Threat Abatement & Restoration metric), 
indicators (e.g. Red List Index), and tools (e.g., Integrated Biodiversity Assessment Tool) derived from 
these. 
The Review found that while KPs already contribute to improved decision-making and positive 
outcomes for biodiversity, there are significant areas of improvement that should be considered in 
the development of a Union wide strategy.  The most comprehensive analysis of use by national 
governments was by McCay & Lacher (2021)8, who found the Red List of Threatened Species to be 
used in 189 of 234 National Biodiversity Strategies & Action Plans. 
However, more generally, the Strategic Review suggests that there are relatively poor linkages 
between national and global level biodiversity data, meaning IUCN KPs are less relevant and useful for 
government and state end-users. Other weaknesses include: limited and fragmented marketing and 
strategic involvement in structuring processes, limited and dispersed end-user engagement, current 
strategic plans focus on continuity rather than on innovation, limited number of derived data 
products, few national-scale products/services, complex governance slowing decision-making, cost 

                                                           
8 �D�������Ç���˜���>�����Z���Œ���~�î�ì�î�í�•���^�E���š�]�}�v���o���o���À���o���µ�•�����}�(���/�v�š���Œ�v���š�]�}�v���o���h�v�]�}�v���(�}�Œ�����}�v�•���Œ�À���š�]�}�v���}�(���E���š�µ�Œ�����l�v�}�Á�o�����P�����‰�Œ�}���µ���š�•���]�v��
A
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Figure 3: Five potential components of a strategy to address barriers to uptake and achieve growth 

Annex 7 to Council decision C109/17
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Chapter 4. Financial challenges and opportunities 

Total expenses today and required funding for the different examined scenarios  

The development and maintenance of KPs requires different types of activities which can be grouped 
as follows: a) collecting the data needed to produce the different KPs; b) processing and transforming 
the data; c) managing the data; d) publicising the KPs; and e) distributing KPs to target users. 

These activities allow for the maintenance of the status quo and thus simply maintaining data 
relatively up to date. The status quo can also be extended to, for example, new species, new 
geographies, or new categories of data and knowledge. This can be done by using existing technologies 
or by improving and actualising the technological basis of existing operations. Examples of such 
actualisation with regard to the R
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up to 19.5m 
Conservation Categories   100 k  
Protected Planet 0.9 m  
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KP use by private sector: Monetisation Approach 
� M̂onetisation�_ of some KPs has been taking place since 2007 through IBAT, meaning allowing users 
to use KPs for commercial purposes. After covering the operational costs of the consortium behind 
IBAT (IUCN, 2 IUCN Members and UNEP-WCMC), the amounts available to IUCN are limited. 
 
Year Amount in CHF 
2017/18 270�[�ì�ì�ì�� 
2019 250�[�ì�ì�ì 
2020 320�[�ì�ì�ì 
2021 190�[�ì�ì�ì 
2022 estimate 260�[�ì�ì�ì 

 

�/�����d�[�•����urrent monetisation strategy



 

Page 18 of 84 
 

Financing a public good 
If KPs are considered public goods and their free access to users is generally guaranteed, then the 
costs of maintaining, updating and supplementing them must be borne by members of the Union 
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Chapter 5. Steps towards a stronger role of IUCN as data and 
knowledge provider   

Clarifying IUCN knowledge strategy  

���•���v�}�š�����������Œ�o�]���Œ���]�v���š�Z�]�•�����}���µ�u���v�š�U�����µ�����š�}���/�h���E�[�•���Á���Ç�•���}�(���Á�}�Œ�l�]�v�P�����v�����}�Œ�P���v�]�����P�Œ�}�Á�š�Z���]�v���š�Z�����‰���•�š�U���u�}st 
�<�W�•�� �Z���À���� �������v�� �����À���o�}�‰������ �]�v�����‰���v�����v�š�o�Ç�� ���v���� ���}�� �v�}�š�� �v�������•�•���Œ�]�o�Ç�� �^�•�‰�����l�� �š�}�� �������Z�� �}�š�Z���Œ�_. This 
fragmented approach was also reinforced by the previous structure of the Secretariat and by the lack 
of a clear approach to knowledge management and the related tools.   

The Knowledge Management and Library Team (KM&L Team) established in 2021 under the Centre 
for Science and Data and is intended to: 1) define and streamline Knowledge Management (KM) across 
IUCN and 2) improve IUCN�[�• approach to capturing, organising and promoting its knowledge and 
expertise10. This presents an opportunity to enhance KM across IUCN share and promote knowledge 
and KPs within and beyond the Union. The KM&L team pursue the following objectives: 
 

�x Make effective use of the knowledge we generate to improve our performance, integrating it 
into IUCN Programme and portfolio in a continuous learning loop; 

�x Increase accessibility to, utility and therefore uptake of IUCN-generated knowledge and data 
within and beyond the Union;  

�x Where appropriate, market knowledge to external audiences. 

Being hosted within the same Centre that maintains KPs, the KM&L team can play a crucial role in 
managing, consolidating and packaging knowledge to increase opportunities for uptake and impact; 
as well as potentially increasing revenues from users particularly in the private and finance sectors.  
 
What are the required next key steps?  
a. Defining Knowledge Management �]�v���/�h���E���~�š�Z�����^what�M�_�•. A definition should: 

�x Make clear reference to IUCN mission; 
�x Refer to the conscious endeavour to collect, organise, consolidate, preserve and share 

knowledge systematically and comprehensively �t and market it where opportunities to 
increase uptake, maximise impact and generate revenues exist; 

�x Refer to the need to make data, information and knowledge accessible to all relevant 
audiences and potential users; 

�x Refer to both behaviours and practices that support and promote learning, knowledge flows, 
sharing and uptake as well as processes, systems and tools for data and information 
organisation and management.  

 
b. KM within IUCN should pursue the following objectives (the �^�Á�Z�Ç�M�_�•�� 

�x Internally, ensure quality, coherence and consistency across IUCN in KM and within functions 
that enable it to support IUCN to improve its effectiveness, performance and results as well 
as preserve institutional memory;  

�x Externally, facilitate and support the use and exchange of knowledge across the conservation 
community, decision makers and the private sector to influence and change behaviours, 
practices, policies �t including through successfully marketing knowledge based on IUCN data 
and standards; 

                                                           
10 The Statutory basis for the work of the KM&L Team is that IUCN �^�‰�Œ�}�À�]�����•���•���]���v�š�]�(�]�������v�����}�š�Z���Œ�����µ�š�Z�}�Œ�]�š���š�]�À�����]�v�(�}�Œ�u���š�]�}�v�U��
including traditional ecological knowledge, in the form of assessments, analysis, and advice on the status and trends of nature 
and natural resources, including on threats, human behaviour, conservation measures and future �•�����v���Œ�]�}�•�_���~�‰���Œ�����ï�P). 

Annex 7 to Council decision C109/17



 

Page 20 of 84 
 

�x Facilitate broader uptake and conservation impact in line with IUCN Mission, whilst generating 
new resources and funding streams. 

 
c. For effective KM, key target beneficiaries �~�š�Z�����^whom�M�_�•���v���������š�}�����������o�����Œ�o�Ç�������(�]�v�������~�]�v�š���Œ�v���o�o�Ç�����v����

���Æ�š���Œ�v���o�o�Ç�•�� ���•�� �Á���o�o�� ���•�� �l���Ç�� �‰���Œ�š�v���Œ�•�Z�]�‰�•�� ���v���� ���}�o�o�����}�Œ���š�]�}�v�•�� �~�š�Z���� �^with whom�M�_�•�� ���t within and 
beyond IUCN: 
�x Engagement with IUCN constituencies (both as users and collaborators/key partners for 

knowledge creation and dissemination) 
�x Key external audiences include Government agencies (Members and potential Members), 

corporate actors �t with a focus on strategic sectors such agriculture/fisheries/forestry and 
food system supply chains, extractives, energy and renewables and infrastructure, and the 
finance sector.  

 

Measures to strengthen knowledge management in IUCN  
The proposed next step �]�v�� �š�Z���� �����À���o�}�‰�u���v�š�� �}�(�� ���� �<�D�� �•�š�Œ���š���P�Ç�� �Á�}�µ�o���� ������ �š�}�� �����(�]�v���� �š�Z���� �^how�_�� �}�(�� �]�š�•��
implementation across the institution. Key initial considerations include:  
�x The Secretariat has been providing the IUCN ISBN publishing process, including the maintenance 

of the IUCN Editorial Board (peer review assurance for Union-wide publications). To improve the 
impact, quality and uptake of IUCN publications a business plan will be established to guarantee 
financial viability for the publication work whilst maintaining IUCN as an open access publishing 
provider.  

�x In addition to maintaining the IUCN Library, another key development will be exploring opportu-
nities for the funding and launch of the new Digital Library �t in collaboration with GSIG; this work 
will also encompass other well-established web-based information and collection management 
systems such as ECOLEX and WILDLEX.  

�x The coherence and consistency in Programme communications and outreach need to be 
increased. There is a strong need for synchronising internal communications across the portfolio, 
as well as external communications and campaigns.  

�x Programme MEL will work in tandem with and with functional reporting lines to Programme 
Performance Monitoring and Evaluation Unit (PPME), to promote the establishment and uptake 
of MEL processes across the portfolio, systems and tools consistent with PPME guidance �t 
including contributing to the generation of new portfolio-based learning and the use of learning 
for adaptive management;     

�x 
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Strictly speaking, 
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NbS to assess whether a specific funding window or instrument designed to promote NbS 
actions is equipped to do so.  There are examples of the two Standards already being used in 
this way �t albeit in an 
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Annex 2: 
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�d�Z�����/�h���E�����}�u�u�]�•�•�]�}�v�•�U�����•���š�Z���Ç�����Œ�����^���v�š�Œ�µsted to develop and advance the institutional knowledge 
���v���� ���Æ�‰���Œ�]���v������ ���v���� �}���i�����š�]�À���•�� �}�(�� �/�h���E�_�� �~���Œ�š�]���o���� �ó�ï�� �}�(�� �š�Z���� �^�š���š�µ�š���•�•�U�� �‰�o���Ç�� ���� ���}�v�•�]�����Œ�����o���� �Œ�}�o���� �]�v��
���}�v�v�����š�]�}�v���Á�]�š�Z���/�h���E�[�•���l�v�}�Á�o�����P���U�����Œ�}�����o�Ç�U�����v�����/�h���E�[�•���W�Œ�}�P�Œ���u�u���X�����u�}�v�P�•�š���}�š�Z���Œ�U���š�Z�����(�µ�v���š�]�}�v�•���}�(��
the Commissions (A�Œ�š�]���o�����ó�ñ�����U�����U�����U�����U�������}�(���š�Z�����/�h���E�[�•���^�š���š�µ�š���•�•�W���� 

�x analyse issues and prepare assessments, reports, action plans, criteria and methodology and 
undertake research and other scientific and technical work; 

�x undertake tasks assigned to them within the integrated programme of IUCN; 
�x provide advice on any matter within their fields of competence; 
�x broaden knowledge and competence on matters relating to their mandates; 
�x work with Members and the Secretariat to develop activities within the various Regions, and 

to support Members and components of IUCN with necessary expertise 

�/�h���E�����}�µ�v���]�o�[�• 

�/�š���]�•���‰���Œ�š���}�(���/�h���E�[�����}�µ�v���]�o�•���^�}�À���Œ�•�]�P�Z�š�����v�����P���v���Œ���o�����}�v�š�Œ�}�o���}�(�����o�o���š�Z�������(�(���]�Œ�•���}�(���/�h���E�_���~���Œ�š�]���o�����ï�ó���~���•���~�]�]�•��
�}�(���/�h���E�[�•���^�š���š�µ�š���•�•���š�}�U�����u�}�v�P���}�š�Z���Œ�•�W�� 

�x review the work of th���� ���}�u�u�]�•�•�]�}�v�•�� �~���Œ�š�]���o���� �ð�ò�� �}�(�� �/�h���E�[�� �^�š���š�µ�š���•�•�U�� �]�u�‰�o�]�����U�� �]�v���o�µ���]�v�P�� �]�v��
relation with their contribution to Knowledge Products; 

�x �Œ���À�]���Á���Œ���P�µ�o���Œ�o�Ç���š�Z�����]�u�‰�o���u���v�š���š�]�}�v���}�(���š�Z�����/�h���E���W�Œ�}�P�Œ���u�u�����~���Œ�š�]���o�����ð�ò���~���•���}�(���/�h���E�[�•���^�š���š�µ�š���•�� 
�x
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Products has a cost and that such cost may be borne (if only partly) by those who benefit from the 
products available. This is implied, for example, in article 12 (a) (v) in connection with a fee regarding 
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Annex 3: List of IUCN Resolutions with references to Knowledge 
Products 
i. Resolutions that provide general guidance for the development and sharing of KPs 

Some Resolutions provide general principles for IUCN to follow when developing and sharing KPs. 
Among them, many recall that IUCN is a signatory to the Principles of the Conservation Commons, 
supporting open access and fair use of biodiversity data, information and knowledge, while 
recognising the need to keep some data partially private (for research, education or security).  

1) WCC 2000 RES 2.023 Improving IUCN capacity for strategic information management/information technology 
(Archived) 

2) WCC 2004 REC 3.085 Principles of knowledge sharing of the Conservation Commons (Archived) 
3) WCC 2008 RES 4.012 IUCN policy and strategy for the management of biodiversity data and information (Active) 
4) WCC 2008 RES 4.102 Advancing knowledge management in conservation (Archived) 
5) WCC 2008 REC 4.108 Open access to biodiversity data and information (Active) 
6) WCC 2012 RES 5.003 Prioritizing IUCN membership awareness and support (Active) 
7) WCC 2020 RES 7.063 Urgent call to share and use primary biodiversity (Active) 

ii. Resolutions that relate to specific IUCN KPs 

Other Resolutions relate to specific IUCN KPs, such as the Red List of Threatened Species, the Global 
Invasive Species Database and the Red List of Ecosystems amongst other. Among these Resolutions, 
some directly ask for the development of new KPs, while others focus on the improvement or 
further development of exiting KPs. The Resolutions below present some of the many Resolutions 
that deal with this matter. 

IUCN Red Lists 
8) WCC 1996 RES 1.025 Guideline for Using the IUCN Red List Categories at the Regional, National and Sub-national 

Level (Archived) 
9) WCC 2004 RES 3.013 The uses of the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species (Active) 
10) WCC 2012 RES 5.017 Enhancing the usefulness of the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species (Active) 
11) WCC 2012 RES 5.018 Support for the development and implementation of national and regional red lists (Active) 
12) WCC 2012 RES 5.055 Consolidation of the IUCN Red List of Ecosystems (Active) 
13) WCC 2016 RES 6.016 The IUCN Red List Index for monitoring extinction risk (Active) 
14) WCC 2020 RES 7.061 Partnerships and further development of a Global Ecosystem Typology (Active) 

Invasive alien species 
15) WCC 2012 RES 5.021 Implementing the provisions on invasive alien species of the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 

2011-2020 (Active) 
16) WCC 2016 RES 6.018 Toward an IUCN standard classification of the impact of invasive alien species (Active) 
17) WCC 2020 RES 7.096 Maximizing return on conservation investments and sustainable development: eradicating 

invasive alien species (IAS) to conserve island biodiversity and benefit society (Active) 

IUCN Green Lists 
18) WCC 2012 RES 5.035 Facilitating conservation through the establishment of protected areas as a basis for 

achieving Target 11 of the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity (Active) 
19) WCC 2012 RES 5.036 Biodiversity, protected areas and Key Biodiversity Areas(Active) 
20) WCC 2012 RES 5.041 Development of objective criteria for a Green List of species, ecosystems and protected 

areas(Archived) 
21) WCC 2012 RES 5.076 Accelerating the global pace of establishing marine protected areas and the certification of 

their effective management(Active) 

�/�h���E�[�•�����}�v�š�Œ�]���µ�šion to international processes 
22) WCC 2012 RES 5.083 Advancing the role of nature-based solutions to climate change mitigation and adaptation 

and their potential to contribute to the global climate change regulatory regime (Active) 
23) WCC 2012 RES 5.118 A significant role for IUCN in the Intergovernmental science-policy Platform on Biodiversity 

and Ecosystem Services (IPBES) (Active) 
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24) �t�������î�ì�í�î���Z���^���ñ�X�í�ô�ì���/�h���E�[�•�����v�P���P���u���v�š���]�v���š�Z�����]�u�‰�o���u���v�š���š�]�}�v���}�(���š�Z�����^�š�Œ���š���P�]c Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 
(Active) 

Legal knowledge products and tools 
25) WCC 2008 RES 4.092 Maintenance of ECOLEX: the gateway to environmental law (Archived) 
26) WCC 2008 RES 4.096 The International Academy of Environmental Law (Active) 
27) WCC 2012 RES 5.130 ECOLEX-the gateway to environmental law (Active) 
28) WCC 2022 RES 7.044 Climate crisis legal toolkit (Active) 

Education and knowledge learning 
29) GA 1988 RES 17.006 An Improved System of Information Management for Natural Resources Data (Archived) 
30) WCC 2004 RES 3.026 Establishment of the World Conservation Learning Network (Archived) 
31) WCC 2004 RES 3.027 Education for sustainable development (Archived) 
32) WCC 2008 RES 4.104 The World Conservation Learning Network: next steps (Active) 

Others 
33) WCC 2004 RES 3.012 Governance of natural resource for conservation and sustainable development (Active)  
34) 



 

Page 33 of 84 
 

Annex 4: Status of Implementation of relevant Resolutions 
Resolutions can be classified into two main categories: a. the Resolutions that provide general 
guidance for the development and sharing of KPs, and b.  the Resolutions that relate to specific KPs
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b. the Environmental Law Centre, members of the Commission on Environmental Law, 
NGOs and others involved in developing legislation and regulations concerning 
threatened species; 

2. FURTHER REQUESTS the SSC : 
a. to convene a representative international workshop as part of the process to 

develop these proposed guidelines;  
b. to strengthen participatory processes whereby regional assessments feed into global 

assessments; 
5. REQUESTS the Director General and the Chair of SSC:  

a. to obtain the comments of IUCN members, SSC members and others on the draft 
guidelines once they have been developed;  

b. to consider such comments, to revise the proposed guidelines and to circulate them 
to SSC members for further comments before submitting them to Council for formal 
adoption; 

6. REQUESTS the Chair of SSC and the Director General to communicate with the SSC network 
of members, IUCN members and others to promote the appropriate use of the guidelines, 
once developed, on a national level. 

 
Implementation status: Implemented (Resolution archived)  

�x Guidelines for use of the IUCN developed, peer reviewed and available for download on 
IUCN Red List website 
 

WCC Resolution 3.013 The uses of the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species 
2. REGARDING use of the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species to support the implementation 

of international conventions: 
e. REQUESTS the SSC, as a matter of urgency, to implement the Sampled Red List Index 

based on repeated Red List assessments for a stratified selection of species that is 
representative of biomes (including marine, freshwater and arid ecosystems), 
regions and taxonomic groups (including invertebrates and plants); and 

f.  
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�x A major achievement in 2015 was the creation of PDF accounts for all global assessments on 
the IUCN Red List each with a unique DOI number making them permanently citable and 
retrievable. 

�x The SIS database system was enhanced through the development of a Data Uploader 
function to expedite bulk uploads of assessments from external database systems; which 
was a significant new development to help reach the 160,0
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disaggregations of them to users, and to support more streamlined production of these 
indicators each year. 

 
WCC Resolution 7.061 Partnerships and further development of a Global Ecosystem Typology 

1. TAKES NOTE of the ongoing work to develop a GET;  
2. ENCOURAGES Council to:  

a.  promote and support Members, including indigenous peoples, local communities, 
and public actors, Commissions, and public and private partnerships, in applying the 



https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/resrecfiles/WCC_2020_RES_096_EN.pdf
https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/resrecfiles/WCC_2020_RES_096_EN.pdf
https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/resrecfiles/WCC_2020_RES_096_EN.pdf


https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/resrecfiles/WCC_2012_RES_35_EN.pdf
https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/resrecfiles/WCC_2012_RES_35_EN.pdf
https://iucnhq-my.sharepoint.com/personal/preitnerc_iucn_org/Documents/Desktop/1.%20REQUESTS%20the%20IUCN%20Species%20Survival%20Commission%20(SSC),%20the%20IUCN%20World
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v. 

https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/resrecfiles/WCC_2012_RES_41_EN.pdf
https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/resrecfiles/WCC_2012_RES_41_EN.pdf
https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/resrecfiles/WCC_2012_RES_76_EN.pdf
https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/resrecfiles/WCC_2012_RES_76_EN.pdf
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Status of implementation: The Resolution is still active. No other information on this operative 
paragraph 

 

�Z���•�}�o�µ�š�]�}�v�•���Œ���o���š�]�v�P���š�}���/�h���E�[�•�����}�v�š�Œ�]���µ�š�]�}�v���š�}���]�v�š���Œ�v���š�]�}�v���o���‰�Œ�}�����•�•���• 

WCC 

https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/resrecfiles/WCC_2012_RES_83_EN.pdf
https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/resrecfiles/WCC_2012_RES_83_EN.pdf
https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/resrecfiles/WCC_2012_RES_118_EN.pdf
https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/resrecfiles/WCC_2012_RES_118_EN.pdf
https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/resrecfiles/WCC_2012_REC_180_EN.pdf
https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/resrecfiles/WCC_2012_REC_180_EN.pdf
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play in supporting the achievement of the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011�t2020; and, critically, 
the basis of key indicators to measure progress in their achievement 

13. REQUESTS the Director General to: 
c. �•�µ�‰�‰�}�Œ�š���š�Z�����•�š�Œ���v�P�š�Z���v�]�v�P�����v�����]�v�š���P�Œ���š�]�}�v���}�(���/�h���E�[�•���l���Ç���(�o���P�•�Z�]�‰���l�v�}�Á�o�����Pe 

products to underpin work for the achievement of the Targets and the development 
of indicators at the global and national level; 

 
Status of implementation: The Resolution is still active. No other information available 
 
Resolutions relating to legal knowledge products and tools 

WCC Resolution 4.092 Maintenance of ECOLEX: the gateway to environmental law 
2. CALLS ON the ECOLEX partners to participate financially, maintain its up-

https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/resrecfiles/WCC_2008_RES_92_EN.pdf
https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/resrecfiles/WCC_2012_RES_130_EN.pdf
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�x In 2016, the technical revamp of the ECOLEX backend and interface was completed. A new 
database of decisions of the Conference of Parties of selected multilateral environmental 
agreements was added to ECOLEX. 
 

WCC Resolution 7.044 Climate crisis legal toolkit 
1. 

https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/resrecfiles/WCC_2020_RES_044_EN.pdf
https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/resrecfiles/WCC_2004_RES_12_EN.pdf
https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/resrecfiles/WCC_2004_RES_12_EN.pdf
https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/resrecfiles/WCC_2012_RES_79_EN.pdf
https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/resrecfiles/WCC_2012_RES_79_EN.pdf
https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/resrecfiles/WCC_2012_RES_84_EN.pdf
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6. REQUESTS the Director General to ensure that ecosystem-based adaptation is effectively 
deployed as a nature-based solution within the IUCN Programme 2013�t2016 and in 
particular by: 

e. encouraging the dissemination of knowledge products on lessons learned from 
ecosystem-based activities and projects 

 
Status of implementation: The Resolution is still active. 

�x Report on EbA Mapping exercise of all EbA (and related) projects in IUCN (and this will then 
also include UNEP and UNDP as well as BMUB) to have a consolidated web site and ability to 
analyze EbA across the globe 
 

WCC Resolution 5.098 The human right to water and sanitation 
2. REQUESTS the Director General in collaboration with IUCN Commissions, Members and 

other relevant partners in line with the One Programme approach, to:  
b. develop knowledge products which promote the fulfilment and the practical 

implementation of the right to water to be considered at the next IUCN World 
Conservation Congress 

 
Status of implementation: The Resolution is still active. No other information available. 
 
WCC Resolution 6.069 Defining Nature-based Solutions 

3. CALLS ON the Director General and Commissions to finalise the NbS principles, parameters 
and guidelines for applying NbS, reporting as appropriate to Council on progress; 

 
Status of implementation: This Resolution is still active. However, this operative paragraph has been 
implemented 

�x An extensive consultation process on the draft NbS global standard was carried out in 2019, 
involving over 800 individuals from commissions, membership and secretariat, spanning 
over 100 countries. IUCN members have provided technical feedback on criteria and 
indicators of the standard. 

�x In July 2020, IUCN launched the first-ever Global Standard for Nature-based Solutions. 

Annex 7 to Council decision C109/17

https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/resrecfiles/WCC_2012_RES_98_EN.pdf
https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/resrecfiles/WCC_2016_RES_069_EN.pdf
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Annex 5

https://www.iucnredlist.org/about/partners
http://agreement/
https://nc.iucnredlist.org/redlist/resources/files/1630480997-IUCN_RED_LIST_QUADRENNIAL_REPORT_2017-2020.pdf
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http://www.cbd.int/sp/targets/
http://www.cbd.int/sp/targets/
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/
https://www.cms.int/
https://www.cbd.int/conferences/post2020
https://ipbes.net/
https://www.unenvironment.org/global-environment-outlook
https://www.unenvironment.org/global-environment-outlook
https://www.cbd.int/gbo/
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iv. The IUCN 



 

https://assessments.iucnrle.org/
https://doi.org/10.2305/IUCN.CH.2020.13.en
https://global-ecosystems.org/
https://zenodo.org/record/3958934#.Y5l3Cnanw2x
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Costs of maintaining the 
current status 

The costs of maintaining the current status is CHF 69k annually (CHF9k database, CH30k assessments, CHF30k technical support from IUCN Secretariat). This 
is a fraction of the costs of completing, and maintaining, an IUCN global RLE assessment. 

Needed or potential 

https://portals.iucn.org/library/node/49200
https://iucngreenlist.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/IUCN-Green-List-User-Manual-Version-1.2.pdf
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The main elements of the work flow for the Green List are the identification and commitment of a Green List jurisdiction, the establishment of an Expert 
Assessment Group (EAGL), and the compilation of a set of candidate sites.  EAGLs are jurisdictional expert bodies convened by WCPA and approved by an 
assigned Reviewer. In practice most experts are members of WCPA, and if not, are encouraged to become members of WCPA. The primary tasks of an EAGL 
are to ensure that the IUCN Green List Standard is applicable in their jurisdiction and to evaluate PAs against the Indicators of the Standard. To satisfy their 
roles and responsibilities as described below, EAGLs need to understand the IUCN Green List Standard and follow the User Manu���o�[�• rules and procedures. 
By signing a Declaration of Engagement and implementing its provisions, the EAGL members demonstrate that this is the case. 
Nominating sites compile all of the information that provides evidence of meeting all of the 17 criteria of the Green List Standard, and upload these on the 
Compass information system. When the dossier is complete, the EAGL reviews the dossier and evaluates whether the site meets the standard, and may 
refer the dossier back for further information if needed. The EAGL also conducts a field visit to verify the information provided, and makes a 
recommendation to the Green List Committee for listing. The recommendation may include time-bound conditions for listing. An independent assurer 
certifies whether all of the process steps needed have been undertaken. 
Capacity development is undertaken at all levels, to build understanding of the process of compiling and submitting a dossier, but also to ensure that those 
involved have the necessary competences to address all of the dimensions of the criteria. In practice, the purpose of the Green List is to use the Standard to 
diagnose the capacity needs to implement effective conservation practice in the jurisdiction. A further quality control step is being introduced to ensure that 
the dossiers are comprehensive, prior to their consideration by the Green List Committee. 

Legal Status The IUCN Green List of Protected and Conserved Area Standard is the property of IUCN. 
Related to the development of the IUCN Green List Standard and its Generic Indicators, IUCN publishes on the COMPASS information system, the names and 
affiliations of organisations, groups and/or individuals invited to comment on the IUCN Green List Standard and its Generic Indicators during each stage of its 
development or revision. It publishes the comments and a synopsis of comments received during review of the Standard and how these were taken into 
account. IUCN also publishes the decisions of the governance and management bodies, and any complaints received about the IUCN Green List Standard, its 
Generic Indicators and the Green List User Manual. IUCN similarly publishes all of the information relating to the adaptation of the Standard in a particular 
jurisdiction 
Regarding the information contained in the dossiers of candidate sites, whereas these remain the property of the nominating authorities, IUCN publishes 
the names, locations, conservation values, contact information of all PAs that are applying for, have been added to or have been removed from the Green 
List; a narrative summary of each PA in English and in the regional language; the  EAGL and Reviewer recommendations on PAs in English; and brief 
biographies of the members of Expert Assessment Groups.  In certain cases, only restricted access is provided to information on COMPASS concerning 
potential triggers and negative comments by PA stakeholders who request confidentiality, information covered by PA confidentiality agreements, 
information that is the subject of relevant national privacy or data protection legislation, and information that, if published, could jeopardise the 
conservation mission of the PA (e.g. PA actions on combating poaching). 

Use Conditions The Green List is currently being developed in 60 countries in all regions of the world, with the ambition of the Development Plan to expand this to 100+ 
countries by 2030, and to involve 50% (by area) of the world's protected and conserved areas. The main users of the Green List Standard are the authorities 
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types of institutions and expertise represented. The implementation of the Green List has also highlighted the increasing importance of mentors to help 
sites meet the standard and the need for greater support for volunteer experts to ensure quality control. 
The mobilisation of experts and partners is central for strategic growth of the Green List. Engaging 100+ countries and 50% o�(���š�Z�����Á�}�Œ�o���[�•���‰�Œ�}�š�����š���������v����
conserved areas by 2030 will require the significant recruitment of experts and partners for IUCN, including experts from the IUCN Commissions and IUCN 
member organisations, e.g. the 200+ State and government agency members, local government, as well as 1200+ NGOs and indigeno�µ�•���‰���}�‰�o���[�•��
organizations. The IUCN Green List network of experts will be diverse in terms of skills and knowledge, representative of regions, and inclusive with effective 
participation of young professionals, women and indigenous people. These principles also apply to partners, by promoting different levels of partnerships, 
with governments, NGOs and the private sector. 

Costs of maintaining the 
current status 

The current status of the Green List is maintained through a project portfolio with a value in 2022 of between CHF 300-500K, which includes operational 
support for the management of all Green List activities as well as substantive implementation of activities in jurisdictions and sites. 
The Green List Development Plan estimates that the operational support component will increase with the numbers of jurisdictions and sites to 
approximately CHF 1,125,000 per annum by 2030. The plan is to offset these costs through revenues derived from projects and sites that cover the 
operational costs of implementing the Green List. 
It should be noted that maintaining the current status and readying the programme for scaling up requires the improvement of information management 
and other infrastructure, estimated to cost an initial investment of CHF750K. 

Needed or potential 
improvements 

The Green List Development Plan systematically describes the improvements required to scale up the number of jurisdictions and sites in the following 
aspects (elabored in 31 actions in the diagram below). The full description can be found here with a useful summary in : Green List Development Plan 
starting on Page 205describes the 

https://iucnhq-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/sandwitht_iucn_org/Eb6VcR_Ul-xPls04303To4wBkSqrXXfe7qX7cYa0oBqSvA
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Costs of the improvements The Green List Development Plan estimates the 
total cost of improvement to enable a fully-
functional Secretariat and infrastructure to 
support implementation. It suggests that an 
initial capital investment of CHF 750K in 2022 is 
required and further investment totalling CHF 
2.5m is required over the period to 2030.  

The main source of revenue for these 
improvements is through the operation of the GL 
programme itself, with sites paying a unit fee for 
the process of certification (and the costs for this 
coming from their own budgets or project 
support budgets in their hands or in IUCN's 
hands). But the Green List Development Plan 
also makes provision for a Green List Impact 
Bond, Verified Climate Contributions and a 
Green List Standard Token. The process for 
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developing these is contained in the 
Development Plan. 

 

vii. Key Biodiversity Areas  

Elements Key Biodiversity Areas (KBA) 

Governance The Key Biodiversity Areas Programme (https://www.keybiodiversityareas.org/working-with-kbas/programme) is governed by a Key Biodiversity 
Areas Partnership, under a Key Biodiversity Areas Partnership Agreement. There are 13 KBA Partners, including IUCN and BirdLife International 
designated as having permanent voting roles on the KBA Committee. IUCN has special responsibilities for maintaining the KBA Standard, and KBA 
Guidelines (version 1.2), and adjudicating appeals, through the IUCN SSC and IUCN WCPA -appointed Standards and Appeals Committee. BirdLife 
International has special responsibilities for maintaining the World Database of Key Biodiversity Areas. 

Work processes & management The KBA workflow is visualised in 
Annex 2 of the KBA Partnership 
Agreement. In sum, identification 
process is undertaken at national levels 
through multi-stakeholder 
coordination groups, passes through 
regional review, for eventual 
publication in the World Database of 
Key Biodiversity Areas:  

 

Legal Status The Key Biodiversity Areas Partnership Agreement provides the legal basis for the programme, including specifying IP arrangements in Annex 4. 
These then form the basis of the Terms of Use of the World Database of Key Biodiversity Areas. 

Use Conditions The World Database of Key Biodiversity Areas is widely used by conservation organisations (not least, the KBA Partners, including >100 national 
organisations within the BirdLife and WWF national networks, many of them IUCN Members in their own right), national governments and 
intergovernmental agreements (KBA coverage by protected areas and other-effective area-based conservation measures is served as three official 
UN SDG indicators - 14.5.1 for marine, 15.1.2 for terrestrial and freshwater, 15.4.1 for mountains - and proposed as indicator 3.1 for the Post-2020 
Glo

https://portals.iucn.org/library/node/46259
https://portals.iucn.org/library/node/49979
https://portals.iucn.org/library/node/49979
https://www.keybiodiversityareas.org/working-with-kbas/programme/partnership
https://www.keybiodiversityareas.org/termsofservice
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0160640


 

https://www.keybiodiversityareas.org/working-with-kbas/programme/partnership
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0160640
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viii. Conservation Categories  

Elements Conservation Categories  

Governance 
The IUCN Guidelines for Protected Area Management Categories were first published in 1994. By Resolution IUCN WCC RES 3.048 a consultative 
process managed by a WCPA Task Force, and involving input from IUCN Commissions, IUCN Members and many stakeholders, the guidance, 
including the IUCN definition of a protected area, was revised and published in 2008, and remains current. 

https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/resrecfiles/WCC_2004_RES_48_EN.pdf
https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/resrecfiles/WCC_2012_RES_35_EN.pdf
https://www.protectedplanet.net/en/resources/wdpa-manual
https://www.cbd.int/sp/targets/
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/?menu=1300
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/?menu=1300
https://www.protectedplanet.net/en/resources/global-reports


 

https://www.protectedplanet.net/en/news-and-stories/decisions-of-the-convention-on-biological-diversity-relevant-to-the-wdpa
https://www.cbd.int/decision/cop/default.shtml?id=13185
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COP XIII/2, 2016 �^�/�v�À�]�š���•���š�Z�����/�v�š���Œ�v���š�]�}�v���o���h�v�]�}�v���(�}�Œ�����}�v�•���Œ�À���š�]�}�v���}�(���E���š�µ�Œ�������v�����š�Z�����t�}�Œ�o�������}�v�•���Œ�À���š�]�}�v���D�}�v�]�š�}ring Centre to work with Parties 

https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cop-13/cop-13-dec-02-en.pdf
http://www.protectedplanet.net/
https://www.cbd.int/sp/targets/
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/?menu=1300
http://www.ipbes.net/
http://wcmc.io/WDPA_Manual
http://www.wcmc.io/WDPA_Manual
https://icca-production-documents.s3.amazonaws.com/docs/ICCA%20Data%20Manual/ICCA%20Data%20Manual_v2.pdf
http://wcmc.io/GD-PAME_User_Manual_EN
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xi. Natural Resources Governance Framework  

Elements Natural Resources Governance Framework  

Governance 



 

https://doi.org/10.2305/IUCN.CH.2021.16.en
https://portals.iucn.org/library/node/46446
https://portals.iucn.org/library/node/49206
https://portals.iucn.org/library/node/49810
https://www.iucncongress2020.org/programme/marseille-manifesto
https://portals.iucn.org/library/node/49292
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As a response, in 2022, IUCN DG selecte�����š�Z�����^�š�Œ���š���P�]�����/�v�À���•�š�u���v�š���^�Z�����o�]�Ì�]�v�P���š�Z�����h�Œ�����v���K�‰�‰�}�Œ�š�µ�v�]�š�Ç�_�U���Á�Z���Œ�����š�Z�����•�š�Œ���š���P�Ç���(�}�Œ���š�Z�����h�Œ�����v���E���š�µ�Œ�����/�v�����Æ���(�µ�š�µ�Œ����
development must be rolled-out, including services the Union may offer for cities, for instance setting science-based targets for urban ecological 
performance building other standard and key knowledge products of IUCN (Red lists, STAR), validation and/or verification of ecological performance 
(results), standard/quality assurance. 

Work processes & 
management 

UNI built through 2 consultation phases, involved CSO, municipalities and IUCN Commissions and builds on other well-established tools.  
UNI guidance document currently going through peer-reviewing while the online platform of UNI shall become available in three languages by the end of 
January 2023. 
�h�Œ�����v���š�����u���š�}���(�]�v���o�]�Ì���������š�}�}�o���}�Æ���š�Z���š���Á�}�µ�o�����]�u�‰�Œ�}�À���•�����]�š�]���•�[���µ�v�����Œ�•�š���v���]�v�P���}�(���/�h���E���l�v�}�Á�o�����P�����‰�Œ�}���µ���š�•�X���&�}�Œ���]�v�•�š���v�����U���E���^���^�š���vdard, ROAM could help 
assess opportunities for urban NbS, design and verify them. Panorama can help cities learn from each other, including through on-site workshops. 

Legal Status IUCN owns Intellectual Property of the Urban Nature Index and is therefore responsible for publishing and updating the Urban Nature Index guidance 
documents. The maintenance of the UNI web-platform is also under full responsibility of IUCN, UNEP-WCMC will host the platform until February 2023 (end 
of current consultancy for the web-platform development). 

Use Conditions UNI will be the first biodiversity monitoring tool that offers a platform for cities to communicate on their results. UNI indicators are strongly aligned with 
IUCN threat classification scheme and would therefore allow reporting on threat calibration at urban level for cities to report their contributions to address 
biodiversity loss in accordance with IUCN approach to nature-positive development (red list of species and ecosystems). 

While the use of the UNI platform would be granted for free to cities, training and validation of results (by assessing adherence to UNI instructions) are 
services expected to be provided by IUCN secretariat and strategic partners, including members and commission experts. 

Based on UNI early application in IUCN-ORMACC, it appears cities are looking for IUCN expertise to assess the following indicators: Animal species, plant 
species, connectivity, and invasive species. Commissions experts (especially SCC) would be ideally positioned to support cities for these indicators. 

Costs of maintaining the 
current status 

Hosting, support and maintenance costs of UNI web-platform is estimated at CHF 9.8k /year. On-going support for addressing questions and reviewing 
results submitted by cities through UNI requires a minimum of 0.5 FTE of 1 programme officer (P1) (app. CHF 29k) with oversight from the programme 
coordinator (0.1 FTE �t CHF 8357). Considering other indirect costs, maintaining current status would require a total of CHF 54k. 

Needed or potential 
improvements 

�x First proceed with a market analysis by defining the need, scope and requirements for developing a standard for ecological performance, considering 
UNI as a foundational basis: currently, authorities can choose different levels of assessment (partial to full) based on the ���]�š�Ç�[�•�������‰�����]�š�Ç�X�������u���Œ�l���š��
analysis and an internal stakeholder consultation could help define the extent of the assessment required for a certification scheme. 

�x After starting engagement with cities in 2022 in both Europe (Berlin, Paris, Marseille) and Mexico, Central America and the C���Œ�]���������v�[�•���~���]�š�Ç���}�(��
Guatemala, Mexico, Comitán de Domínguez, Curridabat, Panamá) through IUCN Regional offices, IUCN will consolidate its work in those regions as well 
as expanding in other strategic zones, such as North America and Asia during 2023. In 2024, other regions (South America, Africa, Eastern Europe) shall 
be approached to provide global coverage by 2025. 

�x Another opportunity for improvement is to develop a target-setting module in line with IUCN approach to nature positive development, where targets 
for urban ecological performance would be set according to main threats affecting ecosystems and species assessed through the Red List.  

�x Positioning of Urban Nature Index as a flexible tool, which scope may be adapted to cities capacities, as a complementary monitoring tool for platforms 
that support cities in registering their actions for nature (i.e. City With Nature Action Platform, Nature Contribution Platform, Restoration Barometer). 

�x Establishing a standard: based on the results of the market analysis, development of IUCN approach to nature positive metrics, and other 
complementary initiatives (NbS Standard) and work with cities, a decision will be made on whether creating a standard for verifying progress toward 
urban nature-positive development, considering the Urban Nature Index a foundational effort, is desirable. 



 

Page 68 of 84 
 

Costs of the improvements Considering the development of consultation, a market analysis and potential development of a standard for verifying cities ecological performance, a 
target-setting module for urban nature-positive development and/or additional guidelines for applying NbS in cities, would require an additional CHF 172k 
per year (2023-2025) considering staff time, external services and indirect costs. 

 

xiii. 
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There are 8 indicators, which were developed in consultation with the first pilot group of countries as well as IUCN experts, and since refined, in partnership 
with other teams in IUCN, including for example the Species and Economics teams.  
The private sector pilot in 2022 has secured data from 30 companies which will be presented jointly with the World Economic Forum in January 2023.  
The data lives on th
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xiv. EcoLex  

Elements ECOLEX 

Governance ECOLEX is an information service on environmental law, operated jointly by FAO, IUCN and UNEP. 
Its purpose is to build capacity worldwide by providing the most comprehensive possible global source of information on environmental law. 
This unique resource, which combines the environmental law information holdings of FAO, IUCN and UNEP, seeks to put this information at the disposal of 
users world-wide, in an easily accessible service, employing modern technology. 
IUCN Members passed several resolutions related to the IUCN Environmental Law Centre library and ECOLEX e.g. Jeju: WCC-2012-Res-130-EN ECOLEX �t the 
Gateway to Environmental Law -- inviting the IUCN Director-General to continue and increase IUCN support and contributions to ECOLEX. 
���µ�Œ�Œ���v�š�o�Ç�U���š�Z�������>�����>�]���Œ���Œ�Ç�[�•�����}�o�o�����š�]�}�v�����}�v�š���]�v�•���u�}�Œ�����š�Z���v���õ�ì�U�ì�ì�ì���]�š���u�•�V���u�}�Œ�����š�Z���v���ð�ì�U�ì�ì�ì���}�(���š�Z�}�•�������Œ�����]�v�������K�>���y�X 

Work processes & 
management 

As part of the recently completed thematic programme restructure, the HQ Library, ELC Library and ECOLEX became part of the Knowledge Management and 
Library team in the Centre for Science and Data. As part of this team, the IUCN Libraries and Library services will work together to curate and makes easily 
accessible all relevant conservation knowledge produced by the IUCN Secretariat, Membership, and Commissions �t and beyond �t to IUCN staff, members and 
the broader conservation community; manage all physical literat

https://portals.iucn.org/library/node/44097
https://portals.iucn.org/library/node/44097
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�x Maintain, refine and develop the environmental law databank and its related information and resources; 
�x Present these data in a user-friendly format, facilitating searches for references and full texts through the development of multilingual retrieval 

possibilities (English, French, Spanish); 
�x Provide global access to the database in an efficient and cost-effective manner; 
�x Address the special needs and access problems of users; 
�x Develop a distributed network of associates, at regional and national level; 
�x Develop special ECOLEX products and services aimed at increasing knowledge and building capacity in environmental law at the local, national and 

regional levels; and 
�x Expand the consortium of partners of ECOLEX. 

 

xv. IUCN Environmental Impact Classification of Alien Taxa (IUCN Global Invasive Species Database) 

Elements 

https://www.iucn.org/resources/conservation-tool/environmental-impact-classification-alien-taxa-eicat
http://www.iucngisd.org/gisd/about.php
http://www.iucngisd.org/gisd/
http://www.iucngisd.org/gisd/
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https://www.iucn.org/resources/conservation-tool/environmental-impact-classification-alien-taxa-eicat
https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/documents/2020-026-En.pdf


 

https://griis.org/
https://griis.org/
https://griis.org/
https://www.gbif.org/dataset/search?publishing_org=cdef28b1-db4e-4c58-aa71-3c5238c2d0b5
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planning and decision-making, and developing practical tools to be 
implemented on the ground, to address global societal challenges. An NbS 
Management Hub/Group will also be established in 2023 to enable dedicated 
capacities to rollout NbS knowledge, products and services. 
The IUCN Global Standard on NbS is available in eight languages and is also 
accompanied by a guidance document and an assessment tool, which has 

https://portals.iucn.org/library/node/49071
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�x Finance (including ESG data providers and insurance) 
�x Food and soft commodity production (including supply chains) 

What problem are we solving? 

Biodiversity continues to be lost through economic activity that is unable to appreciate or measure 
the impact businesses are having on biodiversity. IBAT provides businesses with actionable 
information that allows them to identify nature related risk and reduce that loss. 

 

 

Current state of IBAT 

The IBAT platform currently has two main components; i). the delivery of raw biodiversity data 
provided through direct download or APIs, and ii). bespoke risk screening reports that provide 
aggregated biodiversity information. 

IBAT provides access to spatial information in an accessible way and is useable by the full 



 

 



 

 





 

 

Role of the IBAT Alliance 



 

 

strategic goals, it will need the continued support of the IBAT Alliance partners. Under this new 
strategy, there are additional opportunities for further engagement with IBAT in two key areas: 

7. Innovation 

IBAT Alliance partners have a deep understanding of the core IBAT datasets, and expertise in how 
they should be used appropriately to support a nature positive agenda. IBAT Alliance partners, 
through funding provided by IBAT, will play a key role in brainstorming, prioritising and developing 
knowledge products that the IBAT secretariat can implement in the platform. 

8. Influence 

The IBAT Alliance partners have extensive name recognition and reach. IBAT Alliance members are 



1

PSTF Oversight Mechanism for the IUCN Operational 
Framework for Engagement with the Oil and Gas Sector

• The Secretariat will provide information on collaboration engagement with such companies at 3 points of the project
cycle:

1. Concept Development & Contract negotiations:
�ƒ The PSTF will be informed of potential collaboration, at the earliest opportunity, with respect to the scope and

nature of the proposed collaboration, and its alignment to framework.
2. Biannual report:

�ƒ The PSTF will be given biannual updates of progress of any relationship under implementation, presenting
progress and any issues of adherence to the framework.

3. Stocktake:
�ƒ At the end of any relationship the Secretariat will under a stocktake of outcomes and impact of such

partnerships.

• Potential collaborations, the biannual report and stocktake will be framed around adherence to the conditions for
engagement (particularly section 5 of the framework)

Annex 8 to Council decision C109/26
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IUCN Procedures for Engaging in International 
Policy Meetings 

Title 

mailto:internationalpolicycentre@iucn.org
mailto:internationalpolicycentre@iucn.org
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IUCN Procedures for Engaging in International  
Policy Meetings 

 

IUCN POLICY 101: WHAT IS IT AND WHO DEFINES IT? 

1. What is IUCN Policy?  

IUCN policies are principles or courses of action, which guide its present and future decisions and actions, in 
order to achieve its mission1. 
 
IUCN general policy consists of: 
 

1. The body of principles and frameworks on conservation-related issues embedded in Resolutions or 
Recommendations ad

https://portals.iucn.org/library/resrec/search
https://portals.iucn.org/library/resrec/search
https://portals.iucn.org/library/node/6424
https://portals.iucn.org/library/node/6439
https://portals.iucn.org/library/node/6439
https://portals.iucn.org/union/node/24740


https://portals.iucn.org/union/node/19274
https://portals.iucn.org/union/node/19220
https://portals.iucn.org/union/node/19275
https://portals.iucn.org/union/node/19275
https://portals.iucn.org/union/node/19221
https://portals.iucn.org/union/node/30327


https://portals.iucn.org/union/node/30388


https://www.iucn.org/resources?rstype=1109&thm=All&tpc=All&rgn=All&cntry=All


  September 2022 
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Terms of Reference of the Motions Working Group of the IUCN Council 
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2 
 

determinations which the Motions Working Group is required to make by the Rules 
of Procedure. 

2. Work jointly with the GCC Task Force on Motions to propose amendments to the 
IUCN Statutes (if any are required), Regulations and Rules of Procedures of the 
World Conservation Congress to enhance the effectiveness, efficiency and 
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Process for the appointment of the members of the Motions Working Group  

(Building on Regulation 29, and based on the process adopted in 2019 (Decision C/96/2) 

 
1. Five (5) to seven (7) members of the MWG will be appointed from among the 
members of the IUCN Council: 

 
1.1 Members of the MWG must be aware of the importance of the motions process 

and make the commitment to reserve significant time between September 2023 
and September 2025 to effectively discharge their duties through email exchange, 
remote meetings and at least one physical meeting of at least 5 working days (date 
to be determined). 

 
In case the diversity of time zones of the members of the MWG is high, it may mean 
that telephone meetings are scheduled at inconvenient hours. As a result of Rule 20, 
the members of the Motions Working Group must also make the commitment to 
attend the 2025 Congress. 

 
1.2 The process for the appointment of members of the Motions Working Group 

from among the Council members should be as follows: 
 

a. The Bureau appoints the Council members to become members of 
the Motions Working Group on the recommendation of the Vice-Presidents 
acting as Nominating Committee, taking into account the expressions of 
interest and the following criteria: 

• Expressed interest in serving on the Motions Working Group 
• Good knowledge of IUCN and previous Congress(es) 
• 



Annex 11 to Council decision C109/30  
Approved by Council on 25 May 2023 

the latest. 
 

b. 


