
Projected impact for the 2017-2020  

quadrennium 

Cetaceans are nominally protected under 
several international conventions and by 
national legislation in most countries, but 
they are incidentally affected by many human 
activities in marine and freshwater environ



Act

Conservation actions: provide technical support 
for the IUCN Marine Mammal Protected Areas 
Task Force (https://www.marinemammalhab-
itat.org/)

Technical advice: (1) continue involvement in 
IUCN Western Gray Whale Advisory Panel (see 
https://www.iucn.org/western-gray-whale-ad-
visory-panel); (2) assist efforts to prevent 
extinction of Taiwanese Humpback Dolphins 
(Sousa chinensis taiwanensis; see https://
iucn-csg.org/csg-special-projects/east-
ern-taiwan-strait-humpback-dolphins/ (3) 
assist efforts (mainly by WWF-Cambodia) to 
prevent extirpation of Mekong River dolphins 
(Orcaella brevirostris; see https://iucn-csg.org/
mekong-dolphins/

Network



Act

Conservation actions

i. Technical support provided to the IUCN 
Marine Mammal Protected Areas Task Force 
for five regions of the world, but at least five 
more to reach full completion (please refer to 
Marine Mammal Protected Areas Task Force for 
results). (KSR #26, 27, 43)

ii. IUCN Western Gray Whale Advisory Panel: 
organised, led, reported on multiple meet-
ings of the panel and task forces; publications 
completed including major paper on Gray Whale 
entanglement in Russia (Lowry, L.F., et al. (2018). 
Entanglement risk to western gray whales from 
commercial fisheries in the Russian Far East. 
Endangered Species Research 37:133–148. [DOI 
10.3354/esr00914]). (KSR #26, 27, 43)

iii. Workshop in Vancouver in September 
attended by Reeves to work on several papers 
for journal submission focusing on main threats 
to Taiwanese white dolphins, and planning for a 
2019 workshop to produce recovery and action 
plans for the Taiwan government. (KSR #26,  
27, 43)

iv. Publication on demographic collapse and 
low genetic diversity of Mekong River dolphin 
population published in January [Krützen, M., 
et al. (2018). Demographic collapse and low 
genetic diversity of the Irrawaddy dolphin 
population inhabiting the Mekong River. PLoS 
ONE 13(1): e0189200. (DOI 10.1371/journal.
pone.0189200)]. Teleconference in May on 



Training mission to Sarasota, Florida, for 
Cambodia dolphin team organised, hosted, 
sponsored and led by CSG members (Randy 
Wells, Lindsay Porter, Thomas) in November. 
Webinar on Sambor Dam led by Greg Thomas, 
National Heritage Institute, Sausalito, Cali-
fornia, in December (co-organised by Thomas 
and Frances Gulland). Efforts led by Porter and 
Gulland throughout year to assist in necropsies 
of dolphins in Cambodia.

Network

Capacity building

i. Taylor completed the Conservation Planning 
Specialist Group Facilitation Course. (KSR #17)

Synergy

i. Northern Indian Ocean Humpback Whale 
(Megaptera novaeangliae) data platform work-
shop held in Oman (Gianna Minton lead) in 
January, report finalised in March. Informal 
meeting of network members in May during IWC 
Scientific Committee annual meeting (Minton, 
Tim Collins, Sal Cerchio and others). Newsletter 
for the Arabian Sea Whale Network published in 
October. (KSR #29)

ii. Provided advice to the IUCN Global Species 
Programme on CITES COP Decision 17.149 
(current status, etc. of Vaquita and Totoaba 
(Totoaba macdonaldi)) in February, on Animals 
Committee issue with Black Sea Bottlenose 
Dolphins (Tursiops truncatus ponticus) in June, 
and on Standing Committee issues concerning 
introduction from the sea specimens of North 
Pacific Sei Whales (Balaenoptera borealis 
borealis) by Japan in September. (KSR #29)

Communicate

Communication

i. The Vaquita reports were in addition to 
regular updates on all aspects of Vaquita 
conservation efforts. This service has made our 
website the go-to place for up-to-date docu-
mentation of Vaquita matters, used by individ-


