
Mission statement

The Cetacean Specialist Group (CSG) promotes 
and facilitates the conservation of cetaceans 
worldwide. It functions as a catalyst, clearing 
house, and facilitator for cetacean-related 
research and conservation action. Our guiding 
premise is that conservation ultimately depends 
upon good science, and the group’s credibility 
and value are based on maintaining high stana



Congress (WCC) Motions; (7) advise the Food 
and Agriculture Organization (FAO) on ways to 
reduce/mitigate cetacean bycatch in fisheries.

Act

Conservation actions: (1) provide technical 
support for the IUCN Marine Mammal Protected 
Areas Task Force (https://www.marinemam-
malhabitat.org/); (2) launch and maintain an 
initiative to improve the conservation status of 
the Critically Endangered Atlantic Humpback 
Dolphin (Sousa teuszii) in West Africa.

Policy: maintain ongoing involvement in work of 
the Society for Marine Mammalogy’s Conserva-
tion Committees.

Technical advice: (1) continue involvement in 
the IUCN Western Gray Whale Advisory Panel 
(see https://www.iucn.org/western-gray-
whale-advisory-panel); (2) assist efforts to 
prevent extinction of the Taiwanese Humpback 
Dolphin (Sousa chinensis taiwanensis); (3) 
assist efforts (mainly by WWF-Cambodia) to 
prevent extirpation of Mekong River Irrawaddy 
Dolphins (Orcaella brevirostris; see iucn-csg.
org/index.php/mekong-dolphins/); (4) provide 
support to South Korean conservationists 
to reduce massive bycatch of Endangered 
Narrow-ridged Finless Porpoises (Neophocaena 
asiaeorientalis); (5) collaborate with the 
Convention on Migratory Species to advance 
Concerted Actions for threatened cetaceans.

Network

Capacity building: increase engagement with 
the Conservation Planning Specialist Group to 
ramp up conservation planning for cetacean 
species.

Membership: increase CSG membership in 
South Asia and Africa.

Synergy: (1) help to expand and consolidate the 
Arabian Sea Whale Network (see iucn-csg.org/
index.php/csg-special-projects/arabian-sea-
humpback-whales/; also https://arabiansea-
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https://iucn-csg.org/iucn-world-conservation-
congress-motions-relevant-to-cetacean-
conservation/. (KSR #26)

v. We advised FAO on ways to reduce/mitigate 
cetacean bycatch in fisheries. Reeves partic-
ipated in an Expert Meeting to Develop Tech-
nical Guidelines to Reduce Bycatch of Marine 
Mammals in Fisheries in Rome, in September 
2019 (http://www.fao.org/3/cb2887en/
cb2887en.pdf). (KSR #26)

Act

Conservation actions



bodies at Federal and Oblast level in Russia 


