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We have reached the midpoint of the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and, 
taking stock of the progress achieved so far, it is sobering to realise that we are deeply off-track to reach the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 

Despite gains across many of the goals, the acute and lingering effects of the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
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beyond national jurisdiction. Progress on SDG 14 is also jeopardised by increased ocean acidi�cation, 
deoxygenation and marine heat waves, resulting from greater greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions, all of which 
threaten ecosystems and the communities who rely on them.

Taking urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts (SDG 13) has not yet resulted in the rapid, 
deep, and sustained reduction of global greenhouse gas emissions, threatening biodiversity, and reducing 
nature’s ability to deliver mitigation and adaptation bene�ts to protect lives and livelihoods. The IUCN Red 
List estimates that more than 12,000 species are affected by climate change. Further, over 3 billion people 
live in areas that are highly vulnerable to climate change, and human mortality from extreme climate events 
was 15 times higher in these regions in the decade leading up to 2020. These trends threaten progress on 
all SDGs, including the goals addressing poverty eradication, food and water security, human health and our 
cultural heritage.

Actions to support the Rescue Plan for People and Planet: how do we meet the goals by 2030?

Having considered the state of these four Goals, it is clear that urgent action is needed to correct course. 
There are many actions that can be taken to support the three breakthroughs identi�ed in the UN 
Secretary-General’s Rescue Plan for People and Planet. IUCN proposes the following nine, and illustrates 
its contributions in these areas through a series of case studies. Further, while not speci�cally highlighting 
an action under the “Equipping governance and institutions” breakthrough, IUCN supports the focus on 
monitoring and data, and the importance of its adequate resourcing.

A.	 Prioritising policies and investments that have multiplier ef fects across the goals

Given the integrated and indivisible nature of the Goals, actions that speci�cally address a single Goal or a 
small subset contribute to the overarching Agenda, including the nature-related Goals. The following actions 
targeting the nature-related SDGs support key components of the Rescue Plan, as well as all of the other 
SDGs:

1.	 Urgently safeguard highly threatened species
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governance and investment that consider multiple values of nature, including Indigenous knowledge 
and cultural values. The integration of conservation priorities for freshwater biodiversity into national and 
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and cultural signi�cance (IPBES, 2019; Verschuuren 
et al., 2021). In many cultures, humanity is 
considered to be fundamentally a part of nature, 
and nature is inherently sacred. Indeed, the recent 
IPBES Values Assessment highlighted that nature 
is valued in many different ways across varying 
worldviews, going far beyond instrumental market-
based approaches, and that many of these have 
been underutilised in policy making (IPBES, 2022a).

Taken together, the SDGs are fundamentally 
integrated, indivisible and interlinked, and nature 
plays an essential role in supporting the attainment 
of many of the other goals. Nearly half of the 
global population depends on natural resources 
directly for their livelihoods (SDG 1), while many 
vulnerable communities rely on biodiversity for their 
very subsistence (SDG 2). Producing more food 
for a growing population necessitates freshwater 
for irrigation (SDG 6), which in turn depends on 
healthy and thriving ecosystems (SDGs 14 and 15), 
many of which are threatened by climate change 
(SDG�13). Undertaking effective conservation of 
these ecosystems, and the species they contain, 
requires strong institutions and governance (SDG 
16), as well as cooperation and partnerships at 
all levels (SDG�17). These connections led the 
Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on 
Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES) 
to conclude that “current negative trends in 
biodiversity and ecosystems will undermine 
progress towards 80 per cent (35 out of 44) of 
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to address the targets in other Goals, thereby 
underscoring the highly interconnected nature of the 
SDGs.

Section 3 proposes a set of actions, based on 
recent international policy decisions and our 
knowledge of what kinds of interventions work, 
that support key components of the UN Secretary-
General’s Rescue Plan for People and Planet 
(UNGA, 2023). There is strong evidence that 
conservation efforts have had positive impacts 
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Species extinction

At the species level, extinction rates are accelerating 
to levels unprecedented in human history, according 
to the Red List Index, which shows overall extinction 
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Invasive species

Turning to SDG Target 15.8, almost every country 
has adopted legislation related to invasive species, 
which tends to be in cross-cutting sectors (for 
example, plant and animal health, or �sheries 
and aquaculture), although more are adopting 
laws speci�cally targeting invasive alien species 
or biosecurity (Figure�7). Further, countries are 
increasingly aligning their invasive alien species 
objectives with global targets – up from 74% in 2016 
to 87% in 2022 – including Aichi Target 9, which 
has now been replaced by Target 6 of the GBF.  
Adequate resourcing is likewise essential to manage 
effective invasive alien species responses; more 
than half of surveyed countries have made domestic 
budget allocations, and almost one-fourth have 
accessed global �nancial mechanisms to support 
such responses.

Despite these trends, the rate of introductions is not 
slowing down, tied as it is to the movement of people 
and goods.  Indeed, it is estimated that more than 
a third of all introductions over the past 200 years 
have taken place since 1970, and that established 
invasive species will increase by 36% between 2005 
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2.2	 SDG 6 – Water

Ensure availability and 
sustainable management of water 
and sanitation for all 
 

In freshwater, the latest data on SDG�6 show uneven 
progress across the targets, with none on track. 
This includes challenges in water management 
pertaining to intersectoral coordination and 
international collaboration, coupled with abnormally 
high �uctuations in surface water extent around the 
world (UN-Water, 2023). 

Water use efficiency

On SDG Target 6.4, while water use ef�ciency 
has increased since 2015, this masks signi�cant 
regional and sectoral variation. Likewise, although 
the world as a whole is not considered to be water 
stressed, this hides large regional and basin-level 
variations, with 2.4 billion people projected to live in 
water-stressed countries (FAO, 2022a). Furthermore, 
the proportion of global freshwater withdrawals 
to renewable freshwater resources available is 
increasing, and unsustainable water use remains a 
key driver of ecosystem degradation and species 
loss, as well as a signi�cant threat to human well-
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reservoirs and energy infrastructure, and over-
abstraction of water for agriculture. This �gure 
increases to 94% among the subset of mega-�shes, 
those that weigh more than 30�kg such as cat�sh 
and sturgeon (He et�al., 2019). The Red List Index 
for global freshwater species shows deterioration 
over the past 30 years. On the whole, inland and 
freshwater ecosystems have exhibited among the 
highest rates of decline on earth (IPBES, 2019). 

These sharp declines threaten not only freshwater 
biodiversity, but also the millions of people who 
depend on those resources for their health and 
livelihoods, and present clear threats to progress 
on SDGs 2 and 3. More than half of the world’s 
population lives within 3�km of freshwater bodies 
(Kummu et�al., 2011), and throughout Africa, Asia 
and South America, 200 million people depend on 
freshwater �sheries as their main source of animal 
protein and essential nutrients, and 60 million, most 
of whom are women, for their employment (WWF, 
2021a). Indeed, such �sheries provide many services 
to individuals (food, economic and empowerment), 
societies (cultural, recreational, health and well-
being) and the environment (ecosystem function, 
early warning systems and sustainable food) (Lynch 
et al., 2016).

The proportion of freshwater KBAs that are covered 
by protected areas has increased since 2000, 
although as in the terrestrial realm, this progress 
has slowed in recent years (Figure 8). While of�cially 
this re�ects progress towards SDG�15 rather than 
SDG�6 according to the indicator framework, the 
trend is relevant for freshwater biodiversity and 
ecosystems. Further, the evidence for protected 
areas effectively protecting freshwater biodiversity 
is mixed, as the integrity of freshwater systems is 
dependent upon system connectivity, and many 
areas are not purposefully designed to address 
water quality and �ow issues (see section 3.5).

Meanwhile, wetlands, the world’s most effective 
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including reliable water for drinking and irrigation, 
buffers against droughts and �oods, and carbon 
sequestration. 

As the natural resource that is embedded in 
almost all economic transactions – critical for 
food production, human health, energy security, 
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have included coastal and marine Nature-based 
Solutions (NbS) in their Nationally Determined 
Contributions (NDCs) under the UN Framework 
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), �nding 
that 71 countries (or 60% of all submissions) 
had put forward such approaches for mitigation 
and/or adaptation measures as of October 2021 
(Lecerf et�al., 2021). Moreover, this target is closely 
interlinked with several others under SDG 14, 
including those discussed below on �shing and 
protected areas.

 
Climate change

On SDG Target 14.3, ocean acidi�cation is occurring 
10 times faster than over the previous 300 million 
years, leaving the ocean 30% more acidic than 
during the pre-industrial era. Further, the ocean’s 
oxygen content has decreased by 2% since the 
1950s and is expected to fall 3 –4% by 2100 due to 
climate change and nutrient discharge, with severe 
impacts for marine biodiversity and the functioning 
of the ocean’s ecosystems (Laffoley & Baxter, 
2019). All of these effects portend profound socio-
economic impacts for coastal communities and 
beyond.

Indeed, on climate change speci�cally, the ocean is 
signi�cantly affected, having absorbed more than 
90% of the excess heat from greenhouse emissions 
since the 1970s. While this buffer has shielded 

humans from more rapid global warming, the effects 
on ocean life have been and are projected to be 
deeply concerning. 

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
(IPCC) reports that climate change may drive the 
loss of 70–
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2019). Further, over 35% of global �shery stocks 
were operated outside of biologically sustainable 
levels in 2019, slightly over 1% higher than in 2017 
(FAO, 2022b). This trend is captured in the Red 
List Index for global impacts of �sheries (Figure 9 ), 
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Climate-related disasters

Starting with SDG Target 13.1, disasters are a major 
threat to progress on the 2030 Agenda, and they are 
increasing –
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sources), and its ability to support adaptation (for 
example, healthy coastal habitats, such as coral 
reefs, mangroves and barrier islands, provide 
natural storm protection) through the services it 
provides to protect lives and livelihoods. 

Some ecosystems have already reached hard 
adaptation limits, with more at risk with each 
increment of additional warming, meaning that 
ecosystem-based adaptation measures will 
increasingly lose their effectiveness.
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Actions to support the 
Rescue Plan for People and 
Planet: how do we meet the 
goals by 2030? 

3	

Despite the sobering picture of our progress on 
the SDGs, there is much more that we can do. For 
many societal challenges, including those that relate 
to nature, we know what kinds of interventions 
work. There is strong evidence that conservation 
efforts have had positive impacts where measures 
are effective and sustained. Absent these efforts, 
trends in species extinction risk would be at least 
20% worse, and looking forward, according to the 
Species Threat Abatement and Recovery (STAR) 
metric,13 increasing sustainability in crop production 
and restoring habitats could reduce global 
extinction risk by 24% and 56%, respectively. Often 
what is missing is the political will to implement 
these interventions at speed and scale, and 
perseverance in the face of adversity.

Now is the moment to radically expand our 
efforts. There is a great deal of momentum for 
action on nature, with signi�cant successes at the 
international policy level, including the multilateral 
agreement on a de�nition of NbS at the �fth 
session of the UN Environment Assembly (UNEA), 
the adoption of the landmark Global Biodiversity 
Framework, the �nalisation of international legally 
binding instrument under the UN Convention on the 
Law of the Sea on the conservation and sustainable 
use of marine biological diversity of areas beyond 



18Seven years to save nature and people A proposed set of policies and actions for the SDG Summit

mining activities for minerals for batteries, or 
deployment of hydroelectric facilities on free-�owing 
rivers. Continued exponential economic growth 
(SDG�8) can lead to the unsustainable use of natural 
resources, and contribute to climate change. While 
the literature generally suggests that synergies are 
more prevalent than trade-offs between SDGs (UN, 
2023), the latter are real and not to be discounted. 
Likewise, studies have suggested that SDGs 14 and 
15 are most susceptible to facing trade-offs from 
progress against other goals (Barbier & Burgess, 
2019). As such, well-designed interventions must 
take measures to mitigate such trade-offs, to deliver 
bene�ts for nature and people and ultimately bring 
us closer to achieving the SDGs.

 

Protect biodiversity and 
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Key actions in avoiding extinctions included 
controlling invasive species, ex situ management 
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BOX 1
 

Save Our Species  
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that wild species are able to continue to provide the 
contributions they currently make to human society. 

Sustainable use is one of the three foundational 
pillars of the CBD – alongside conservation and 
equitable bene�t-sharing. It also underpins other 
biodiversity conventions, including Ramsar, the 
Convention on Migratory Species (CMS) and 
CITES, and is enshrined in the GBF. Recognising 
the juxtaposition between over-use as a driver of 
biodiversity loss and sustainable use as a provider 
of bene�ts to people, Target 5 16 of the GBF seeks 
to ensure that all use is sustainable, legal and 
safe (thus reducing threats to biodiversity), while 
Target�917 provides the rationale for sustainable use 
– to provide “social, economic and environmental 
bene�ts for people, especially those in vulnerable 
situations and those most dependent on 
biodiversity” (CBD, 2022, p. 10).

16	 GBF Target 5: “Ensure that the use, harvesting and trade of wild species is sustainable, safe and legal, preventing overexploitation, minimizing impacts 
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of biological diversity” (IUCN, Members Assembly, 
2000, p. 2). This win-win scenario, where wild 
species use both serves human needs and 
contributes to biodiversity conservation, happens 
because the social and economic bene�ts derived 
from these activities provide incentives for people to 
conserve them. 

It is therefore critical that the appropriate policy 
and institutional frameworks are in place so that 
the incentives do indeed favour conservation 
rather than over-exploitation and/or illegal use. To 
ensure this happens, there needs to be a dynamic 
process of active and adaptive management of wild 
species, backed up with appropriate regulation, 
particularly in the context of a changing climate and 
other uncertainties that in�uence the persistence of 
biodiversity. Recent analysis of IUCN Red List data 
found that of more than 10,000 species from across 
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There is no one-size-�ts-all model for ensuring 
sustainability of wild species use. Sustainability 
is a dynamic concept that is in�uenced by many 
social, economic and ecological contextual 
factors. A wide variety of policy instruments, 
interventions, tools and strategies already exist at 
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such as OECMs, and draws attention to the role of 
Indigenous territories as a third pathway beyond 
protected and conserved areas and OECMs, 
providing �exibility across different contexts 
(Tugendhat et al., 2023). Indeed, it is crucial that 
increasing the extent of areas brought under 
various forms of protection (including protected and 
conserved areas, OECMs, and the third pathway) be 
identi�ed, designated and managed in partnership 
with IPLCs and other rights holders. This must 
include the free, prior and informed consent of 
Indigenous peoples and recognition of rights to their 
lands, territories and resources as elaborated in the 
UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 
(UNDRIP), and respect for their diverse knowledge 



25Seven years to save nature and people A proposed set of policies and actions for the SDG Summit

BOX 3
 

The Great Blue Wall  
The Great Blue Wall is a roadmap for the Western Indian Ocean region to contribute to a nature-
positive world, addressing the deeply interlinked biodiversity, climate and economic crises, to 
�†�‡�Ž�‹�˜�‡�”���…�‘�•�…�”�‡�–�‡���„�‡�•�‡�Ð�‹�–�•���„�›���t�r�u�r�ä�����–���ƒ�‹�•�•���–�‘���†�‘���–�Š�‹�•���„�›���†�”�ƒ�•�ƒ�–�‹�…�ƒ�Ž�Ž�›���•�…�ƒ�Ž�‹�•�‰���—�’���‘�…�‡�ƒ�•���…�‘�•�•�‡�”�˜�ƒ�–�‹�‘�•��
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BOX 4
 

Building a common understanding for the 
future of farming in Europe 
Agriculture is the greatest driver of habitat degradation and species decline across the European 
���•�‹�‘�•�����������á���™�Š�‡�”�‡���‘�•�Ž�›���s�v�¨���‘�ˆ���ƒ�•�•�‡�•�•�‡�†���Š�ƒ�„�‹�–�ƒ�–�•���ƒ�•�†���t�y�¨���‘�ˆ���•�‘�•�æ�„�‹�”�†���•�’�‡�…�‹�‡�•���…�‘�•�•�‹�†�‡�”�‡�†���–�‘���Š�ƒ�˜�‡��
�ƒ���ò�‰�‘�‘�†�ó���…�‘�•�•�‡�”�˜�ƒ�–�‹�‘�•���•�–�ƒ�–�—�•�����������á���t�r�t�r���á���s�w�æ�t�r�¨���‘�ˆ���„�‡�‡���•�’�‡�…�‹�‡�•���ƒ�”�‡���”�‡�‰�ƒ�”�†�‡�†���ƒ�•���—�•�†�‡�”���–�Š�”�‡�ƒ�–��
�ƒ�•���ƒ���”�‡�•�—�Ž�–���‘�ˆ���‡�‹�–�Š�‡�”���ƒ�‰�”�‹�…�—�Ž�–�—�”�ƒ�Ž���‡�š�’�ƒ�•�•�‹�‘�•�á���‹�•�–�‡�•�•�‹�Ð�‹�…�ƒ�–�‹�‘�•�á���ƒ�•�†���•�Š�‹�ˆ�–�•���‹�•���ƒ�‰�”�‹�…�—�Ž�–�—�”�ƒ�Ž���’�”�ƒ�…�–�‹�…�‡���‘�”��
�Ž�‹�˜�‡�•�–�‘�…�•���‹�•�–�‡�•�•�‹�Ð�‹�…�ƒ�–�‹�‘�•�������‹�‡�–�‘���‡�–���ƒ�Ž�ä�á���t�r�s�v���á���ƒ�•�†���u�z�¨���‘�ˆ���™�ƒ�–�‡�”���„�‘�†�‹�‡�•���ƒ�”�‡���—�•�†�‡�”���•�–�”�ƒ�‹�•���ƒ�•���ƒ���”�‡�•�—�Ž�–���‘�ˆ��
�ƒ�‰�”�‹�…�—�Ž�–�—�”�ƒ�Ž���’�‘�Ž�Ž�—�–�‹�‘�•�������ƒ�–�‡�‘�æ���ƒ�‰�ƒ�•�–�ƒ���‡�–���ƒ�Ž�ä�á���t�r�s�z���ä

���Š�‡���ƒ�‰�”�‹�…�—�Ž�–�—�”�ƒ�Ž���•�‡�…�–�‘�”���‹�•���–�Š�‡���������‹�•���Ž�ƒ�”�‰�‡�Ž�›���•�Š�ƒ�’�‡�†���„�›���–�Š�‡�����‘�•�•�‘�•�����‰�”�‹�…�—�Ž�–�—�”�ƒ�Ž�����‘�Ž�‹�…�›�������������á���™�Š�‹�…�Š��
accounts for approximately one-third of the Union’s entire budget. Current discussions around 
reforming the CAP seek to balance two potentially competing objectives: nature conservation and 
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BOX 5
 

Building River Dialogues and Governance 
Programme (BRIDGE) 
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the potential contribution of the deep sea NbS 
to the SDGs and GBF (Hilmi et al., 2023). When 
well designed and executed, NbS can be a useful 
framework for aligning conservation and sustainable 
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BOX 6
 

Ecosystems Protecting Infrastructure and 
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BOX 7
 

Flood-based agriculture in the Upper Mekong 
Delta 
���‹�•�…�‡�����‹�‡�–�����ƒ�•�ï�•���”�‡�—�•�‹�Ð�‹�…�ƒ�–�‹�‘�•���‹�•���s�{�y�w�á���ƒ�•�†���‡�•�’�‡�…�‹�ƒ�Ž�Ž�›���‘�˜�‡�”���–�Š�‡���’�ƒ�•�–���s�w���›�‡�ƒ�”�•�á���–�Š�‡���–�™�‘���•�ƒ�–�—�”�ƒ�Ž���Ð�Ž�‘�‘�†��
�’�Ž�ƒ�‹�•�•���‘�ˆ���–�Š�‡�����‡�•�‘�•�‰�����‡�Ž�–�ƒ�á���™�Š�‹�…�Š���…�‘�˜�‡�”���s�ä�u���•�‹�Ž�Ž�‹�‘�•���Š�‡�…�–�ƒ�”�‡�•�á���Š�ƒ�˜�‡���„�‡�‡�•���•�‹�‰�•�‹�Ð�‹�…�ƒ�•�–�Ž�›���•�‘�†�‹�Ð�‹�‡�†���ƒ�•��
a result of agricultural expansion, particularly for rice growing. The result has been an almost 
�w�r�¨���”�‡�†�—�…�–�‹�‘�•���‹�•���Ð�Ž�‘�‘�†���•�–�‘�”�ƒ�‰�‡���˜�‘�Ž�—�•�‡���‹�•���–�Š�‡���—�’�’�‡�”�����‡�Ž�–�ƒ�á���†�‡�•�–�”�‘�›�‹�•�‰���‡�…�‘�•�›�•�–�‡�•���ˆ�—�•�…�–�‹�‘�•�•�á��
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which is essential given the trillions of dollars of 
infrastructure spending required, especially in 
developing countries, to achieve the SDGs. In order 
to maximise their bene�t, local communities should 
be engaged in all stages of their development to 
ensure that their needs are met, and that they have 
a stake in long-term maintenance (Browder et al., 
2019; Green-Gray Community of Practice, 2020) 
(Box 6).

Mainstreaming these approaches will require better 
coordination of sectoral policies: integrating disaster 
risk reduction approaches with those dedicated 
to conservation, climate change and broader 
development planning, noting that many challenges 
– competing priorities, long time frames, dif�culties 
in measuring impact and lack of available resources 
– will need to be overcome in that effort, requiring 
evidence-based guidance, improved data availability 
and political will (Sudmeier-Rieux et al., 2019).

The Enhancing Nature-based Solutions for an 
Accelerated Climate Transformation Initiative, 
launched at UNFCCC COP-27 to coordinate 
global efforts to address climate change, land 
and ecosystem degradation, and biodiversity loss 
through NbS, can strengthen collaboration among 
existing efforts and partnerships to build coherence 
across conventions and agendas. 27

While further research is required to fully assess 
their bene�ts, reliability, cost effectiveness and 
trade-offs (Seddon et al., 2020), the IUCN Global 
Standard for Nature-based Solutions can help to 
design, execute and evaluate NbS with coherence 
and integrity (Figure 14 and Box 7). Consisting of 
a self-assessment tool with eight interconnected 
criteria, the Standard is designed to ensure not 
only that Nature-based Solution address societal 
challenges in a nature-positive fashion, but that 
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awareness and capacity for gender-responsive 
action. Indeed, gender-inclusive and -sensitive 
conservation approaches have been shown to have 
signi�cant multiplier effects, supporting income-
generating activities, improved health and increased 
adaptive capacities, potentially contributing to 
progress across multiple SDGs (Aijazi & Basu, 2021).

To ensure that these approaches propagate 
through our collective conservation efforts over 
the coming years, IUCN collaborated with many 
partners to ensure that they were included in the 
recently-adopted GBF, making the Framework and 
its Gender Plan of Action (GPA) two of the most 
progressive instruments to advance these issues 
in the biodiversity sector. GBF Target 23 28 sets the 
provisions for the implementation of the Framework 
through a gender-responsive approach, and the GPA 
is the �rst to recognise the need to address gender-
based violence, including violence against women, 
environmental human rights defenders and park 
rangers, and include it as a standalone objective.

 
 

Deliver an SDG stimulus 
and reform the international 
�nancial architecture

3.8	 Scale up and repurpose finance for 
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enhancements to address perceived risks and 
creditors’ �duciary duties. These can include new 
and existing tools, including on-lending facilities, 
subordinated debt tranches and guarantees, among 
others. The potential is massive, with global �xed 
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Further, it is essential that trade policies be 
designed inclusively to foster non-discrimination 
and assistance to developing countries to allow 
them to �ght pollution in a way that meets their 
obligations both under trade law and multilateral 
environmental agreements (UNEP & TESS, 2023), 
while advancing the SDGs. Fortunately, the need for 
environmental regulation that also impacts trade has 
not, to date, caused challenges at the World Trade 
Organization (WTO) level (de Anzizu et�al., 2023). 

Subsidies – including to agriculture, fossil fuels, 
water, and �sheries – greatly impact trade �ows, 
and as such have been the subject of numerous 
WTO agreements. It is therefore to be commended 
that the WTO 12th Ministerial Conference adopted 
an historic Agreement on Fisheries Subsidies (WTO, 
2022). The upcoming 13th Ministerial Conference 
should solidify the implementation of the 
Agreement, as well as re�ect the need to bridge the 
issues of �sheries subsidies, plastic pollution and 
fossil fuel subsidies in the WTO with commitments 
under the GBF and the ongoing plastic pollution 
treaty negotiations. Trade arrangements can 
highlight ef�cient and wasteful water subsidies, 
with a view towards promoting sustainable water 
use (GCEW, 2023). UNEP and TESS (2023) offer 
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BOX 11
 

Plastic Waste Free Islands (PWFI) 
Marine litter can have devastating impacts on island states, damaging local communities’ lives 
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Business-as-usual approaches to our food and 
water systems are failing to protect both the 
environment, as well as many communities around 
the world. Agriculture and food systems are the 
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initiatives. The Union is also working to encourage 
better use of available biodiversity data for decision 
making, including through the development of 
targeted metrics, such as STAR.

In an increasingly globalised and interconnected 
world, international trade will play an essential 
role in supporting the acceleration of the 2030 
Agenda, and for the nature-related SDGs therein. 
Recent analyses have demonstrated that signi�cant 
portions of deforestation and species extinction risk 
are driven by consumption in other countries. Trade 
policies can be designed to be supportive of nature 
through promoting sustainable supply chains, 
and ensuring that countries are able to address 
their environmental priorities while complying 
with trade law and obligations under multilateral 
environmental agreements. These measures can 
be further supported by subsidy reform, including 
to agriculture, fossil fuels and �sheries, as well as 
the adoption of circular economy approaches that 
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Annex I	 The Sustainable Development 
			   Goals

Source: UN (n.d.).
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GOALS AND TARGETS INDICATORS

6 Ensure availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation for all

6.1 By 2030, achieve universal and equitable 
access to safe and affordable drinking water for all

6.1.1 Proportion of population using safely managed 
drinking water services

6.2 By 2030, achieve access to adequate and 
equitable sanitation and hygiene for all and end 
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GOALS AND TARGETS
D i s a s t e r  R i s k  R e d u c t i o n  2 0 1 5–2 0 3 0

1 3 . 1 . 3  P r o p o r t i o n  o f  l o c a l  g ov e r n m e n t s  t h a t  a d o p t  

a n d  i m p l e m e n t  l o c a l  d i s a s t e r  r i s k  r e d u c t i o n  

s t r a t e g i e s  i n  l i n e  w i t h  n a t i o n a l  d i s a s t e r  r i s k  

r e d u c t i o n  s t r a t e g i e s

1 3 . 2  I n t e g r a t e  c l i m a t e  c h a n g e  m e a s u r e s  i n t o  

n a t i o n a l  p o l i c i e s ,  s t r a t e g i e s  a n d  p l a n n i n g
1 3 . 2 . 1  N u m b e r  o f  c o u n t r i e s  w i t h  n a t i o n a l l y  

d e t e r m i n e d  c o n t r i b u t i o n s ,  l o n g - t e r m  s t r a t e g i e s ,  

n a t i o n a l  a d a p t a t i o n  p l a n s  a n d  a d a p t a t i o n  

c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ,  a s  r e p o r t e d  t o  t h e  s e c r e t a r i a t  

o f  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  F r a m e wo r k  C o nv e n t i o n  o n  

C l i m a t e  C h a n g e

1 3 . 2 . 2  To t a l  g r e e n h o u s e  g a s  e m i s s i o n s  p e r  y e a r

1 3 . 3  I m p r ov e  e d u c a t i o n ,  a w a r e n e s s - r a i s i n g  a n d  

h u m a n  a n d  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  c a p a c i t y  o n  c l i m a t e  

c h a n g e  m i t i g a t i o n ,  a d a p t a t i o n ,  i m p a c t  r e d u c t i o n  

a n d  e a r l y  w a r n i n g

1 3 . 3 . 1  E x t e n t  t o  w h i c h  ( i )  g l o b a l  c i t i z e n s h i p  

e d u c a t i o n  a n d  ( i i )  e d u c a t i o n  f o r  s u s t a i n a b l e  

d e v e l o p m e n t  a r e  m a i n s t r e a m e d  i n  (a )  n a t i o n a l  

e d u c a t i o n  p o l i c i e s ;  ( b)  c u r r i c u l a ;  ( c)  t e a c h e r  

e d u c a t i o n ;  a n d  ( d )  s t u d e n t  a s s e s s m e n t

1 3 . a  I m p l e m e n t  t h e  c o m m i t m e n t  u n d e r t a k e n  b y  

d e v e l o p e d - c o u n t r y  p a r t i e s  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  

F r a m e w o r k  C o nv e n t i o n  o n  C l i m a t e  C h a n g e  

t o  a  g o a l  o f  m o b i l i z i n g  j o i n t l y  U S $ � 1 0 0  b i l l i o n  

a n n u a l l y  b y  2 0 2 0  f r o m  a l l  s o u r c e s  t o  a d d r e s s  t h e  

n e e d s  o f  d e v e l o p i n g  c o u n t r i e s  i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  

m e a n i n g f u l  m i t i g a t i o n  a c t i o n s  a n d  t r a n s p a r e n c y  o n  

i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  a n d  f u l l y  o p e r a t i o n a l i z e  t h e  G r e e n  
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GOALS AND TARGETS INDICATORS

14.a Increase scienti�c knowledge, develop 
research capacity and transfer marine technology, 
taking into account the Intergovernmental 
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GOALS AND TARGETS INDICATORS

15.5 Take urgent and signi�cant action to reduce 
the degradation of natural habitats, halt the loss of 
biodiversity and, by 2020, protect and prevent the 
extinction of threatened species

15.5.1 Red List Index

15.6 Promote fair and equitable sharing of the 
bene�ts arising from the utilization of genetic 
resources and promote appropriate access to such 
resources, as internationally agreed

15.6.1 Number of countries that have adopted 
legislative, administrative and policy frameworks to 
ensure fair and equitable sharing of bene�ts

15.7 Take urgent action to end poaching and 
traf�cking of protected species of �ora and fauna 
and address both demand and supply of illegal 
wildlife products

15.7.1 Proportion of traded wildlife that was 
poached or illicitly traf�cked

15.8 By 2020, introduce measures to prevent the 
introduction and signi�cantly reduce the impact 
of invasive alien species on land and water 
ecosystems and control or eradicate the priority 
species

15.8.1 Proportion of countries adopting relevant 
national legislation and adequately resourcing the 
prevention or control of invasive alien species

15.9 By 2020, integrate ecosystem and 
biodiversity values into national and local planning, 
development processes, poverty reduction 
strategies and accounts

15.9.1 (a) Number of countries that have established 
national targets in accordance with or similar to 
Aichi Biodiversity Target 2 of the Strategic Plan for 
Biodiversity 2011–2020 in their national biodiversity 
strategy and action plans and the progress 
reported towards these targets; and (b) integration 
of biodiversity into national accounting and 
reporting systems, de�ned as implementation of 
the System of Environmental-Economic Accounting

15.a Mobilize and signi�cantly increase �nancial 
resources from all sources to conserve and 
sustainably use biodiversity and ecosystems

15.a.1 (a) Of�cial development assistance on 
conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity; 
and (b) revenue generated and �nance mobilized 
from biodiversity-relevant economic instruments

15.b Mobilize signi�cant resources from all 
sources and at all levels to �nance sustainable 
forest management and provide adequate 
incentives to developing countries to advance 
such management, including for conservation and 
reforestation

15.b.1 (a) Of�cial development assistance on 
conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity; 
and (b) revenue generated and �nance mobilized 
from biodiversity-relevant economic instruments

15.c Enhance global support for efforts to combat 
poaching and traf�cking of protected species, 
including by increasing the capacity of local 
communities to pursue sustainable livelihood 
opportunities

15.c.1 Proportion of traded wildlife that was 
poached or illicitly traf�cked



INTERNATIONAL UNION
FOR CONSERVATION OF NATURE

WORLD HEADQUARTERS
Rue Mauverney 28
1196 Gland, Switzerland

www.iucn.org


