
Chair

Onnie Byers

Location/Affiliation

Minnesota, US

Number of members

272

Social networks

Facebook:  
Conservation Planning Specialist Group
Twitter:  
@IUCN_CPSG

IUCN SSC  

Conservation Planning 

Specialist Group

Onnie Byers

2016-2017 Report

Mission statement

The mission of the IUCN SSC Conservation Plan-
ning Specialist Group is to scale up effective spe-
cies conservation planning in the SSC in order to 
support efforts to conserve and restore popula-



Targets for the quadrennium 2017-2020

Barometer of life

Red List: explore deployment of a more rapid risk 
assessment tool for Specialist Group-driven risk 
assessments, particularly for species-rich taxo-
nomic groups, to progress faster the diagnosis of 
taxa for which planning might be needed.

Bolster work at national scales

Technical advice: (1) within our area of influence, 
develop a clear and practical response to the 
challenge facing countries in achieving Biodiver-
sity Targets; (2) assist governments to use the 
SSC species conservation planning process to 
help them meet their obligations under Target  
12 of the CBD 2020 Strategic Plan; (3) play a 
meaningful role in influencing the next iteration 
of biodiversity targets, post 2020, ensuring that 
species conservation planning is included in the 
next set of internationally agreed targets.

Capacity building

Capacity building: (1) establish and implement 
CPSG’s Species Conservation Planning Training 
Program; (2) Launch Species Conservation 
Planners Development Path program. By 2020, 
a minimum of 50 participants will have passed 
through the development path.

Conservation activities: (1) deploy a universal-
ly applicable Conservation Needs Assessment 
Tool; (2) improve complementarity between red 
listing, conservation needs assessments and 
conservation planning; (3) develop and test new 
mechanism(s) for evaluating the impact of con-
servation plans and enhancing the SSC’s spe-
cies conservation planning process to increase 
probability of implementation and facilitate fu-
ture evaluation; (4) implement and manage the 
SSC monitoring and evaluation mechanism; (5) 
CPSG to lead, guide and support SSC Specialist 
Groups in species conservation planning.

Synergy: establish CPSG Species Conservation 
Planning Learning Network.

Technical advice: (1) provide a generic process 
for species prioritization for planning, adaptable 
to a range of relevant situations; (2) increase 
the rate of conservation planning (number of 
species with identified conservation needs and 
actions); (3) explore opportunities to strength-
en the tools and processes used for single-spe-
cies conservation planning activities; (4) devel-
op a suite of planning tools and templates that 


