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FOREWORD

The delegates assembled at Fontainebleau do not claim to
have mauguratcd International Nature Protection. The idea

has been m bezng for a long tzme and I think I shall not be
¢ L e s maala. al.‘ svmann ad Daail Casmmas v




A first Conference was held at Brunnen (Switzerland) in 1946,
and, in accordance with the intentions of its organizers, recom-

mmuhd that the subject shounld be studied and dzscusged again
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Thursday, 30 September. — Morning Plenary Session.
Address of welcome to the delegates by Mr. M. Dirant in
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important decisions of the morning was the adoption of a
Preambie to the Constilution in which a very clear definition
of the present-day meaning of Nature Protection was given,
Several articles were discussed. Finally, at 1.45 p.m., ihe
Constitution was adopted subject to later improvements of
style in both French and English versions. Two reslricted
Commiltees were appointed to deal with the task of this final
drafting which kept them busy all the afternoon and evening
of Monday, 4 October, and all morning of Tuesday, October 5.

Signature of the Constitution.

The Constitution was offically signed at 3 p.m. on Tuesday,
5 Oclober. The authentic text is given below with the list
of signatories. :

The First General Assembly of the International Union for.
3 - T o . 1V, e as J-M"ﬂrﬂﬂ







the lnternational Office for the Prolection of Nature and of
various Dulch organizalions dedicated to the same ideal. Mr.
VAN TIENHOVEN look his seal ai the Chairman’s right, thanked
the Assembly for ils loken of appreciation and wished the
Union a long and fruitful career. ' :

A%







N PR

Second Meeting. —- 2 October, 1948, 3.30 p.m.

Subject : The Scientific Management of Wild Life {(Economic
aspecls of nalure prolection).

Chairman : Mr, JuLiaN HUXLEY,
Speakers : Mr. 1. GaBrieLson (11.5.A.); Mr. W, Vogr (U.5.A.).

Third Meeting. — 4 October, 1948, 4.30 p.m.
Subject : Big Game Protection in Africa.
Chairman : Mr. RoGER HEIM.

Speakers : Mr. R. MaLBRant and Mr. A. URBAIN (France);
Captain Kerrn CavowerL (U.KL). :

P Fourth Meeting. — 5 October, 1948, 10 a.m.
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secondly, to prepare a draft agenda for the Technical Confe-
rence on the Prolection of Nature, which Unesco proposes
lo convene between 17 and 25 June, 1949, This Technical
Conference will be held in the same place and in close
association with the Unitled Nations Conference on 1he
Conservation and Utilization of Natural Resources (Unqccur)
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2. Preparation of a World Convenlion to serve as a basis for
future international cooperation in lhe field of the « Protection
d of. Nature », and to assist in the development of nalional
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fundamental object, on which we are all agreed, but which
constitutes, so to speak, the dramalic aspect of your mission.
You miust draw up a constructive and progressive programme
which will make it possible gradually to utilize our experience
and ils results as they develop. But we also have {o move
quickly, for we are running a race with mankind as a whole

and, if we are slow in taking vital decisions, we may finally
lose the batlle.

IIL. — TEXT OF THE CONSTITUTION
OF THE INTERNATIONAL UNION
.. FOR THE PROTECTION OF NATURE.
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PREAMBLE.

WHEREAS the term « Proiection of Naiure » may he defined as the
nreservation of the entire world blotic community, or man's natural
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known as the « Inter-
hereinafter referred to

Fontainebleau have hereby estabiished a union

national Union for the Protection of Nature »,
ihe TTedme med Wnwa acrosidt As follOWS

4 B

ARTICLE 1.
Objects.

e und facilitate co-operation between

{. The Union shall encourag
' 1 dpema rpeloorraniosatione soncerned
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3. In addition the following shall be admitted to the Union alter
the present Constitution has come into force:

{a} Governments which shali notify the Secretary-General of their
adhesion to the Constitution;

{b) Public services, organizations, institutions and associations nien-

tioned in Article 11, 1, b, ¢ and 4, _on recommendation gfothg Fvgsuiive oo -
T _ N :
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D. — Procedure.

3. The General Assembly shall meet every second year in ordinary
sesslon, and at each session the location of the next session shall be
determined by it.

6. At each sesslon the General Assembly shall eleet its President and

other officers :
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C. — Yoling,

9. Decisions of the Executive Board shall be made by a shinple major-
ity of the votes cast. In the event of an equal vote the Chairman shall
have the declding vote,

). — Procedure.

10. The Executive Board shall meet in ordinary session at least once
n year and may meet in special session, if necessary, and when conv-
ened by its Chairman. The latter shall convene a special session of
the Executive Board il requested 1o do so by a majority of its members.

11. The Executive Board shall make its own by-laws.

ARTICLE VI,

Seoretariat.

1. The Secretariat shall consist of a Secretary-General and such staft
as miay be required.

2. The Secreiary-General shall be appointed by the General Assembly
upon nomination by the Execulive Board on such terms as the General
Assembly shall approve, and he shall be eligible for re-appointment.
Appointinent or re-appoiniment of the Secretary-General shall require
two-thirds of the votes cast.

3. The Secretary-General or his representative shall be present with-
out power to voie at the meetings of the General Assembly, of the
Executive Board and of ali commitiees of the Union.

4. The Secretary-General shall appoint the staff of the Secretariat in
nccordance with the staff rexuintions anoroved v the Geveral Assembiv.
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ARTICQLE ViIL.
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Anticre X1l
Leagal ompaocity.

1. ‘The Executive Board may take such action us it considers desir-
uble to give the Union legal capacity in the countries in which it
operales that may be necessary for the fulfilinent of its objects,

2 Taigr gpe!t he manean POy (e dr e gt e teaimagicn )
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ARTICLE X1II.
Interpretlation.
1. Any question or dispute concerning the inlerpretation or applic-
ation of the present Constitution which is not settled by negotiation or
by the General Asembly shall be referred for decision to an approprl-
ate arbitrator. The decision of the arbitrator shall be binding on al}
members of the UOnion.
(2 o ARTICIE XIV.
Amendmaents.




— 93

The present document shall be deposited in the Archives of the Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs of the French Government,

In confirmation whereof, the delegates of Governments and Organ-
izations mentioned below, having been invited to the Conference and
taking part in its deliberations, have duly signed this document with
reservation. regarding final approval.

GOYERNMENTS.
Argentina. Luxemburg.
Austria, Netherlands,
Belgium, Norway.
Brazil, Panama.
Dominican Republic. Poland.
Egypt. Siam.
France. Switzerland.
India. Syria.
Haly. Venezuela.

VARIOUS OHGANIIATIOﬂS.

Argantina,

Tom lasmann 4L B Thivmum o= # F_ -
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Canada.

Service de Blogéographie de 1'Université de Montréal,
Soclélé Canadienne d'Histoire Naturelle.

Denmark.
Naturfredningraadet.
Danmarks Naturfredningsforening.

Finland,
Flanish l.eague for the Protection of Nature.

Franos.
Acadénile des Sclences.
Acadeémie d'Agriculture.
Assoclation des Naturalistes de la Vallde du Loing.
Club Alpin Francals.
Fédération Francalse des Sociétés de Sciences Naturelles.
Institut Francais d'Afrique Noire.
Muséum National d'Hlistoire Naturelle.
Société Bolanique de France.
Société Géologique de France.
Soclété Mycologique de France.
Touring Club de France.
Soclété de Blogéographie.
Société Nationale d’Acclimatation.
Société des Amis de 1a Forat de Fontainebleau.
Société des Sciences Naturelles du Maroc.
Sociétd Préhistorique de France.

M

italy.
« Amici del Paesaggio ».
Movimente Italiano Protezzione della Natura.
Parco Nazionale del Gran Paradiso.

; Assoclazione Nazionale per | Paesaggl ed | Monumenti Pittoreschi
= . . . dTtala.
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Luxemburg,

Commision des Sites et Monuments Nationaux.
Ligue Luxembourgeocise pour la Protection des Ofseaux.
Musée d'Histoire Naturelle.

Netheriands.
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Messrs. J. CELERIER. Netherlands :
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Einited qull«)lni-s. ... ... .. .. Messrs, L. Ginos,
VUNESCO ... ... . e I, AUGER.
C. EUSTHATIADES.
J. Mussann,
1. 3, REID.
Miss ELEEN SAM.
PPan American haion ... ... . . Messrs, W, VOGT,
International Commitiee for Biul l’leselv-
101 . ... L i e e e 13. BENZON,

Miss P. BARCIAY-SMITH.
International Council of Sclentific Unions. Messrs. P. VAYSSIERE.

Infernntlonal Uinlon of mologlcal Sclen-
ces ... .., P. VAYSSIERE.

lntemutlmml r)fme for the Protection ot

1tivrea,

P_{% VaN TIENMNVEY.

—‘u YL

i







— 30 —

The operative budget on the contrary cannot and should not
be fixed beforehand. Iis figure is determined by the sum of
ssheneintinn  raloa after dedneling the expenditure of the
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hopes that those whose resources permit will be generous
enough to coniribute much more than the share assigned to
them by the Financial Committee. But, on the other hand,
it is expected that some members’ contributions will have to
remain below the figures quoted, either because their country
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Another immediale task, also an wurgenl one, was ihe

ax —h
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