
Mission statement

The mission of the IUCN SSC Crane Specialist 
Group is to promote the study of cranes and 
their threats, develop and disseminate solutions 
to those threats and enhance conservation of 
cranes and their habitats worldwide.

Targets for the 2017-2020 quadrennium

Assess



iii. Aimed at fitting trackers to 1000 cranes 
to monitor movement patterns of the 15 
species across the world, we are slightly 
behind schedule on this project as we work on 
improving the technology. However, most of the 
tracking devices have been produced and a few 
have been fitted on cranes. Assuming that the 
challenges will be resolved, we should shortly 
be back on track. We have received official 
ethics clearance on the project from an inde-
pendent ethics committee linked to the Endan-
gered Wildlife Trust, which we can now use for 
all permits required in Africa. (KSR #12)

iv. The concept of a Research and Moni-
toring Working Group was introduced at the 
European Crane Working Group Meeting in 
December 2018. Lively discussion on crane 
tracking and movement studies fed ideas to 
the organisers; these in turn will be refined 
and brought forward to the next North Amer-
ican Crane Working Group Meeting in 2020. 
(KSR #12)

Plan

Planning

i. The IUCN Crane Specialist Group is nearing 
completion of the updated Crane Conservation 
Strategy for publication and distribution in 2019. 
This comprehensive report assesses 19 direct 
and 8 indirect threats to cranes and defines 
objectives and priority actions to address these 
threats over the next five years. It also provides 
updated assessments of the status and conser-
vation priorities for each of the 15 species of 
cranes, bringing together expertise of more 
than 200 specialists. (KSR #15)

Policy

i. We have established that Grey Crowned 
Cranes are being poisoning around the South 
Luangwa National Park in Zambia due to the 
freely available access to agrochemicals for 
the cotton industry. As a result, we developed 
a project in collaboration with local stake-
holders to address this threat and are looking 
for funds now to implement the project.  
(KSR #27)

ii. Documents are completed and under 
review to upgrade the core Siberian Crane 
breeding area at Kytalyk from a provincial level 
wildlife refuge to a Russian Federation level 
national park. Negotiations are in progress 
with the Ministry of Environment and Tourism 
to upgrade the core breeding area for White-
naped Cranes in the Khurkh and Khuiten River 
Valleys in Mongolia to a federal level wildlife 
reserve. In South Africa, over 32,000 ha of 
key crane habitat for breeding and foraging 
of Blue, Grey Crowned and Wattled Cranes 
(Bugeranus carunculatus) has been legally 
protected through South Africa’s National 
Environmental Management: Protected Areas 
Act. This legislation allows for the legal protec-
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