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Emerging NbE Initiatives  
Emerging initiatives are vital catalysts in the movement towards Nature-
based Education. The Tbilisi Conference in 1977 was the first
intergovernmental conference on environmental education. The Earth
Summit 1992 in Rio de Janeiro led to the Education for Sustainable
Development (ESD) conceptualization. The United Nations Conference
on Sustainable Development 2012 highlighted governments’ commitment
to mainstreaming ESD. The UNESCO Global Action Program 2014
focused on promoting ESD actions at all levels and areas of education.
 
More recently, the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
positioned ESD as a critical tool in delivering on the 2030 Agenda.
The IPBES and IPCC report on climate change and biodiversity loss
illustrates the need to join forces and tackle our environmental crises
through systemic thinking and interconnected solutions. The Oceans
Plastics Charter, the High Ambition Coalition for Nature and People, Abu
Dhabi’s ICE Principles, the Global Partnership for Education, IUCN’s
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