
biodiversity crises. 

Context and opportunity 
The international community has acknowledged that tackling
environmental challenges requires an interconnective and collaborative
perspective - a systems thinking approach. An IPBES and IPCC co-
sponsored workshop report in 2021 explored how climate change drivez
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Environmental education and how to naturalise the spaces in educational
centres urges Members to promote curriculum development that
brings learners as close as possible to natural environments, and to
restore and create national settings as places for learning. 

We need to build bridges across cultures and geographies, using
education to democratise nature conservation. This will mean working
with formal education systems and civic institutions to ensure that the
systemic connection between climate change, water extremes and
biodiversity loss is made tangible in curricula, learning outcome
requirements, pedagogy and andragogy. Simultaneously, we need to
support greener school grounds, university campuses, training centres and
infrastructure; incorporating co-learning and student leadership; building
professional development and training strategies at all levels; urgently
calling for political proactivity, legislation, and funding; and nurturing
partnerships and synergies between various stakeholders.

In response to the climate crisis and other sustainability challenges, there
is an urgent need to empower learners with knowledge, skills, values and
attitudes to take informed decisions and responsible actions for
environmental integrity.  Bringing nature into the centre of education
and allowing learning through active exploration and discovery
activates learners’ creative capacities and sense of being part of, and
not separate from, nature. At a moment when our planetary boundaries
are being crossed and planetary systems are changing, demonstrating
less resilience (Stockholm Resilience Centre, 2023), it is imperative that
education, at all levels, fosters planetary citizens who can think, visualise,
and act in resonance with life. 
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Emerging NbE Initiatives  
Emerging initiatives are vital catalysts in the movement towards Nature-
based Education. The Tbilisi Conference in 1977 was the first
intergovernmental conference on environmental education. The Earth
Summit 1992 in Rio de Janeiro led to the Education for Sustainable
Development (ESD) conceptualization. The United Nations Conference
on Sustainable Development 2012 highlighted governments’ commitment
to mainstreaming ESD. The UNESCO Global Action Program 2014
focused on promoting ESD actions at all levels and areas of education.
 
More recently, the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
positioned ESD as a critical tool in delivering on the 2030 Agenda.
The IPBES and IPCC report on climate change and biodiversity loss
illustrates the need to join forces and tackle our environmental crises
through systemic thinking and interconnected solutions. The Oceans
Plastics Charter, the High Ambition Coalition for Nature and People, Abu
Dhabi’s ICE Principles, the Global Partnership for Education, IUCN’s
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