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Thus, primary forests store the most carbon 
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Nature-Based Solutions standards should clearly emphasize the crucial importance of primary forests (and other primary
forest ecosystems) and prioritize their protection.

Climate and biodiversity finance, including reallocation of destructive subsidies called for under the Kunming-Montreal Global
Biodiversity Framework and elsewhere, should prioritize primary forest protection as a matter of urgency.

Carbon accounting must be adjusted so that it can differentiate between stable, long-lived carbon dense ecosystems with
high ecosystem integrity, and degraded ecosystems and tree plantations with low ecosystem integrity. A ton of carbon
stored in a primary forest is in no way equivalent to a ton of carbon stored in a plantation because a plantation is far more
vulnerable and in many cases unlikely to persist more than a few decades. Further adoption of the UNSEEA-EA standard would
facilitate new accounting methodologies recognizing the superior biodiversity and mitigation and adaptation value of primary
forests and ecological restoration of degraded forests.

Despite the fact that primary forests are irreplaceable, essential to resolving both the climate and the biodiversity crises, and provide
many other critical social and ecosystem service values, degradation, fragmentation, and loss of primary forests continues at
very high rates [Morales-Hidalgo et al. 2015,  i gol aeonrenr gme nr sestnat stys n  o se at daptan tan t  ftooese
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