


To accomplish those targets, the Species 
Conservation Cycle was established, which 
is the conceptual framework for the Network 
activities. The Species Conservation Cycle’s 
main purpose is to guide efforts for valuing 
and conserving biodiversity through three 
essential components that are linked to 
each other:

ASSESS: Understand and inform the world 
about the status and trends of biodiversity.

PLAN: Develop collaborative, inclusive and 
science-based conservation strategies, 
plans and policies.

ACT: Convene and mobilise conservation 
actions to improve the status of biodiversity.

Their implementation requires two transver-
sal components:

NETWORK: Enhance and support our imme-
diate network and alliances to achieve our 
biodiversity targets.

COMMUNICATE: Drive strategic and targeted 
communications to enhance our conserva-
tion impact.

The IUCN Species Survival Commission 
(SSC) is a science-based network of thou-
sands of volunteer experts from almost 
every country of the world, all working 
together toward achieving the vision of “a 
just world that values and conserves nature 
through positive action to both prevent the 
loss and aid recovery of the diversity of life 
on earth.” 

Members of SSC belong to one or more 
of near 200 Specialist Groups, Red List 
Authorities, Action Partnerships, Task 



Committee

Center for Species Survival

Stand-alone reports summarize the activ-
ities conducted and results generated by 
each group member of the SSC. Following, is 
the structure of the stand-alone report and 
the contents under each session.
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Mission statement
The mission of the IUCN SSC Butterfly 
and Moth Specialist Group is to increase 
knowledge on the taxonomy, ecology and 
conservation status of butterflies and 
moths around the world and promote their 
long-term conservation.

Projected impact 2021–2025
Increased awareness of butterfly and moth 
status through assessment and outreach; 
increased action in butterfly conservation 
through establishment of action plans (e.g. 
swallowtails); increased capacity for spe-
cies assessment and conservation plan-
ning within the Specialist Group.

Targets 2021–2025

ASSESS

T-003  Create a global inventory of butterfly 
monitoring schemes and available time 
series data (with collaborators) to help us 
assess data gaps and capacity needs and 
build a Living Planet Index for butterflies. 
Status: On track

T-007  Support the development of national 
or regional Red List assessments for but-
terflies and moths and improve linkages 
between national Red Lists and the global 

IUCN Red List (facilitate upload of assess-
ments from national Red Lists to the global 
IUCN Red List).  
Status: On track

T-009



T-005  Develop regional subgroups to focus 
on regional Assess-Plan-Act.  
Status: On track

T-006  Carry out capacity building for red 
listing within the group via training work-
shops/online Red List training courses. 
Status: On track

T-018  Develop partnerships with relevant 
organisations (e.g., Butterfly Conservation, 
eButterfly) to improve access to conserva-
tion-relevant data, and coverage and capac-
ity of monitoring of Lepidoptera. 
Status: On track

COMMUNICATE

T-013  Improve communications with the 
membership and a wider audience through 
newsletters, blogs, Facebook and Twitter 
presence, podcasts, etc., with two major 
outputs per year around which engage-
ment can be focused (e.g., around World 
Swallowtail Day, publication of scientific 
outputs, etc.).  
Status: On track

T-014  Develop a group website to show-
case work and as a hub for distributing 
information and sharing resources.  
Status: Not initiated

T-021  Deliver annual outreach activities 
with partner organisations.  
Status: Not initiated






