


To accomplish those targets, the Species 
Conservation Cycle was established, which 
is the conceptual framework for the Network 
activities. The Species Conservation Cycle’s 
main purpose is to guide efforts for valuing 
and conserving biodiversity through three 
essential components that are linked to 
each other:

ASSESS: Understand and inform the world 
about the status and trends of biodiversity.

PLAN: Develop collaborative, inclusive and 
science-based conservation strategies, 
plans and policies.

ACT: Convene and mobilise conservation 
actions to improve the status of biodiversity.

Their implementation requires two transver-
sal components:

NETWORK: Enhance and support our imme-
diate network and alliances to achieve our 
biodiversity targets.

COMMUNICATE: Drive strategic and targeted 
communications to enhance our conserva-
tion impact.

The IUCN Species Survival Commission 
(SSC) is a science-based network of thou-
sands of volunteer experts from almost 
every country of the world, all working 
together toward achieving the vision of “a 
just world that values and conserves nature 
through positive action to both prevent the 
loss and aid recovery of the diversity of life 
on earth.” 

Members of SSC belong to one or more 
of near 200 Specialist Groups, Red List 
Authorities, Action Partnerships, Task 



Committee

Center for Species Survival

Stand-alone reports summarize the activ-
ities conducted and results generated by 
each group member of the SSC. Following, is 
the structure of the stand-alone report and 
the contents under each session.
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Mission statement
To promote the conservation and effective 
sustainable management of all species of 
lagomorph through science, education and 
advocacy.

Projected impact 2021–2025
During the 2021–2025 period, the 
Lagomorph Specialist Group (LSG) will be 
focused on identifying existing, new and 
emerging threats to lagomorphs worldwide 
and assessing individual species to deter-
mine their overall health and their likelihood 
of extinction.

Targets 2021–2025

ASSESS

T-005  Assess distribution of the Annamite 
Striped Rabbit (Nesolagus timminsi) in Viet 
Nam.  
Status: On track

T-006  Expand ecological knowledge of the 
Sumatran Striped Rabbit (Nesolagus net-
scheri) in order to accurately assess their 
current status in Sumatra. 
Status: On track

T-008  Gather local ecological knowledge of 
the Annamite Striped Rabbit (N. timminsi).  
Status: On track

T-011  Improve knowledge of the distribu-
tion and abundance of Chinese Lepus. 
Status: On track

T-012  Survey distribution and assess 
conservation needs of the Hispid Hare 
(Caprolagus hispidus).  
Status: On track

T-014  Assess the distribution and taxo-
nomic boundaries of the poorly-studied 
Ochotona in China. 
Status: On track

T-016  Monitor populations of Amami Rabbit 
(



T-034  Monitor distribution and population 
size of White-sided Jackrabbit (Lepus  
callotis). 
Status: On track

T-035  Assess taxonomy and climate 
change impacts on White-sided Jackrabbit 
(L. callotis). 
Status: Not initiated

T-036  Census and monitor populations of 
Tehuantepec Jackrabbit (Lepus flavigularis). 
Status: On track

T-038  Assess genetic diversity and pop-
ulation connectivity of Riverine Rabbit 
(Bunolagus monticularis). 
Status: On track

T-039  Survey and assess Ethiopian Hare 
(Lepus fagani), Abyssinian Hare (L. habes-
sinicus) and Ethiopian Highland Hare (L. 
starcki) in Ethiopia. 
Status: On track

T-044  Assess and monitor population den-
sity of Volcano Rabbit (Romerolagus diazi) 
throughout its range of distribution. 
Status: On track

PLAN

T-007  Develop mitigation plans for the 
illegal wildlife trade on Sumatran Striped 
Rabbit (N. netscheri). 
Status: On track

T-009  Develop a conservation plan for 
Sumatran Striped Rabbit (N. netscheri) and 
Annamite Striped Rabbit (N. timminsi). 
Status: On track

T-037  Develop a management plan for 
White-sided Jackrabbit (L. callotis) address-





Number of SSC members recruited: 1 

Result description: With the publication 
‘Rediscovery of the Tamaulipas White-sided 
Jackrabbit (Lepus altamirae) after a cen-
tury from its description’, by Adrián Silva-
Caballero and Octavio Cesar Rosas-Rosas, 
in Therya Notes, it is expected to start a 
research group on taxonomy and systemat-
ics of Lepus in Mexico.

COMMUNICATE

Communication

T-033  Improve habitat management  
and public education for Volcano Rabbit  
(R. diazi). (KSR 13)

Number of SSC members’ presentations 
developed in relation to specific taxonomic 
groups: 1

Result description: The first record of leu-
cism in the Volcano Rabbit was released 
internationally with the publication of a 
note in Therya Notes, authored by a com-
munity brigade and researchers from the 
workgroup of José Antonio Guerrero. It was 
broadcast to different levels of society, in 
order to disseminate the importance of the 
species along with its conservation and 
proper management of the habitat.

T-045 Generate publications on 
Lagomorpha biology and conservation for 
the general public. (KSR 13)

Number of print communications materials 
distributed in relation to specific taxonomic 
groups: 1

Result description: Consuelo Lorenzo, 
Hayley Lanier and Luis Ruedas were invited 
to participate as editors of the Lagomorpha 
volume for the book ‘Handbook of the 
Mammals of Middle and South America’ 
edited by Springer. Intended for all the 
people interested in learning about the 
lagomorphs of Middle and South America. 
Specific chapters of a total of 27 species 
of Rabbits and Jackrabbits are being pre-
pared. Each chapter covers all aspects of 
mammalian biology, including taxonomy, 
palaeontology, physiology, genetics, 
reproduction and development, ecology, 
habitat, diet, mortality, and behaviour. The 
economic significance and management 
of mammals and future challenges for 
research and conservation are addressed. 
The chapters include a distribution map, a 
photograph of the animal, as well as of its 
habitat and a list of key literature.
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Summary of achievements
Total number of targets 2021–2025: 42

Geographic regions: 9 Global, 5 Africa,  
16 America, 13 Asia, 1 Europe

Actions during 2022:

 Assess:  6 (KSR 5, 6)
 Network:  1 (KSR 2)
 Communicate:  2 (KSR 13)

Overall achievement 2021–2025:

n Not initiated n On track n Achieved 

6 (14%)                                    38 (86%)     

Front cover of Therya Notes showing a juvenil  
of Volcano Rabbit (Romerolagus diazi) with leucism 
Photo: Therya Notes

Lepus flavigularis photographed from a dron  


