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To accomplish those targets, the Species 
Conservation Cycle was established, which 
is the conceptual framework for the Network 
activities. The Species Conservation Cycle’s 
main purpose is to guide efforts for valuing 
and conserving biodiversity through three 
essential components that are linked to 
each other:

ASSESS: Understand and inform the world 
about the status and trends of biodiversity.

PLAN: Develop collaborative, inclusive and 
science-based conservation strategies, 
plans and policies.

ACT: Convene and mobilise conservation 
actions to improve the status of biodiversity.

Their implementation requires two transver-
sal components:

NETWORK: Enhance and support our imme-
diate network and alliances to achieve our 
biodiversity targets.

COMMUNICATE: Drive strategic and targeted 
communications to enhance our conserva-
tion impact.

The IUCN Species Survival Commission 
(SSC) is a science-based network of thou-
sands of volunteer experts from almost 
every country of the world, all working 
together toward achieving the vision of “a 
just world that values and conserves nature 
through positive action to both prevent the 
loss and aid recovery of the diversity of life 
on earth.” 

Members of SSC belong to one or more 
of near 200 Specialist Groups, Red List 
Authorities, Action Partnerships, Task 



Committee

Center for Species Survival

Stand-alone reports summarize the activ-
ities conducted and results generated by 
each group member of the SSC. Following, is 
the structure of the stand-alone report and 
the contents under each session.
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Mission statement
The mission of the Small Carnivore 
Specialist Group (SCSG) is to build capac-
ity among small carnivore researchers 
and conservationists, provide a venue to 
publish new knowledge, maintain the most 
up-to-date status assessment for the spe-
cies and engage in active research and con-
servation related to small carnivores.

Projected impact 2021–2025
Projected impacts for the 2021–2025 
period are: better public awareness on the 
priority small carnivores for conservation; 
better awareness on the links between 
carnivore trade/use and zoonotic disease; 
and updated Red List assessments for 
the group’s 170+ species with a particular 
focus on small carnivore species distrib-
uted in North, Central and South America 
and Madagascar.

Targets 2021–2025

ASSESS

T-006  Complete Red List assessments for 
all of the Group’s species by 2025.  
Status: Not initiated

T-008  Maintain an annual issue of the 
Group’s peer-reviewed journal, Small 
Carnivore Conservation. 
Status: On track

PLAN

T-005  Implement the One Plan Approach 



Activities and results 2022

ASSESS

Research activities

T-008  Maintain an annual issue of the 
Group’s peer-reviewed journal Small 
Carnivore Conservation. (KSR 5)

Number of publications produced in internal 
journals of SSC groups: 1

Result description: Online journal Small 
Carnivore Conservation active and regularly 
producing papers, particularly from first-
time authors from the Global South.

NETWORK

Membership

T-009  Increase membership from pri-
ority countries or regions: Madagascar, 
Southeast Asia, West Africa, Central Africa. 
(KSR 2)

Number of SSC members recruited: 10

Result description: Ten new members were 
recruited in 2022.

Summary of achievements
Total number of targets 2021–2025: 9

Geographic regions: 4 Global, 2 Africa,  
2 Asia, 1 Europe

Actions during 2022:

	 Assess: 	1 (KSR 5)
	 Network: 	1 (KSR 2)

Overall achievement 2021–2025:

n Not initiated n On track n Achieved 

                            6 (67%)                                   3 (33%)  

Yellow-throated Marten (Martes flavigula),  
Kaeng Krachan National Park, Thailand 
Photo: Daniel Willcox


