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To accomplish those targets, the Species 
Conservation Cycle was established, which 
is the conceptual framework for the Network 
activities. The Species Conservation Cycle’s 
main purpose is to guide efforts for valuing 
and conserving biodiversity through three 
essential components that are linked to 
each other:

ASSESS: Understand and inform the world 
about the status and trends of biodiversity.

PLAN: Develop collaborative, inclusive and 
science-based conservation strategies, 
plans and policies.

ACT: Convene and mobilise conservation 
actions to improve the status of biodiversity.

Their implementation requires two transver-
sal components:

NETWORK: Enhance and support our imme-
diate network and alliances to achieve our 
biodiversity targets.

COMMUNICATE: Drive strategic and targeted 
communications to enhance our conserva-
tion impact.

The IUCN Species Survival Commission 
(SSC) is a science-based network of thou-
sands of volunteer experts from almost 
every country of the world, all working 
together toward achieving the vision of “a 
just world that values and conserves nature 
through positive action to both prevent the 
loss and aid recovery of the diversity of life 
on earth.” 

Members of SSC belong to one or more 
of near 200 Specialist Groups, Red List 
Authorities, Action Partnerships, Task 



Committee

Center for Species Survival

Stand-alone reports summarize the activ-
ities conducted and results generated by 
each group member of the SSC. Following, is 
the structure of the stand-alone report and 
the contents under each session.

Title of the SSC Group 

Photograph(s) of the Chair / Co-Chairs 

Group information



co-chair

Yvonne Sadovy

The University of Hong 
Kong, Hong Kong

co-chair

Matthew Craig 

National Ocean-
ographic and 
Atmospheric Admin-
istration, National 
Marine Fisheries Ser-
vice, California, US

red list authority 
coordinator

Matthew Craig 

National Ocean-
ographic and 
Atmospheric Admin-
istration, National 
Marine Fisheries Ser-
vice, California, US

number of members

29

IUCN SSC  
Groupers and Wrasses  
Specialist Group

2022 Report

Mission statement
The Mission of the Groupers and Wrasses 
Specialist Group is to promote the con-
servation, management and wise use of 
groupers and wrasses, and to enhance 
awareness of the vulnerability of this group 
of fishes, which includes the groupers 
(family Epinephelidae) and wrasses (family 
Labridae), and of the habitats upon which 
they depend.

Projected impact 2021–2025
The Groupers and Wrasses Specialist 
Group (GWSG) anticipates that our target 
activities will positively impact the conser-
vation status of these important species 
by enhancing the foundational understand-
ing of the Red List process, increasing 
awareness of common threats and how to 
mitigate them, and supporting the imple-
mentation of conservation strategies.

Targets 2021–2025

ASSESS

T-001  Complete Red List species assess-
ments for species of elevated conservation 
concern (family: Labridae).  
Status: On track

T-003



Research activities

T-003  Publish a global review on grouper 
management in place and its effectiveness. 
(KSR 5)

Number of scientific publications about 
species research that acknowledge SSC 
affiliation: 1

Result description: In 2022, we had one 
publication: Sadovy, YJ. et al., 2020. 
‘Valuable but vulnerable: Over-fishing 
and under-management continue to 
threaten groupers so what now?’ Marine 
Policy 116(2020):103909. It can be 
found here: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.
marpol.2020.103909.

NETWORK

Capacity building

T-007  


