


The IUCN Species Survival Commission
(SSC) is a science-based network of thou-
sands of volunteer experts from almost
every country of the world, all working
together toward achieving the vision of “a
just world that values and conserves nature
through positive action to both prevent the
loss and aid recovery of the diversity of life
on earth.”

Members of SSC belong to one or more
of near 200 Specialist Groups, Red List
Authorities, Action Partnerships, Task

To accomplish those targets, the Species
Conservation Cycle was established, which
is the conceptual framework for the Network
activities. The Species Conservation Cycle’s
main purpose is to guide efforts for valuing
and conserving biodiversity through three
essential components that are linked to
each other:

ASSESS: Understand and inform the world
about the status and trends of biodiversity.

PLAN: Develop collaborative, inclusive and
science-based conservation strategies,
plans and policies.

ACT: Convene and mobilise conservation
actions to improve the status of biodiversity.

Their implementation requires two transver-
sal components:

NETWORK: Enhance and support our imme-
diate network and alliances to achieve our
biodiversity targets.

COMMUNICATE: Drive strategic and targeted
communications to enhance our conserva-
tion impact.
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Mission statement Targets 2021-2025
The Seagrass Species Specialist Group ASSESS

(SSSG) contributes to and encourages
seagrass science and conservation, with
the goal of protecting seagrass species
biodiversity worldwide and preserving the
functions and values of seagrass habitat,
including its role in protecting threatened
species that depend on seagrasses for
their survival.
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Projected impact 2021-2025

Ex situ research is urgently needed for sea-
grass in all bioregions. Systemic impacts
on global seagrass communities, including
negative feedback from globalisation and
climate change, have been documented for
over 100 years. Increased access to low-im-
pact habitat mapping and restoration strat-
egies —for instance, GIS and drones - has
increased global access to the basic infor-
mation needed to conserve and recover
regional seagrass assets. Seagrass habitat
mapping is also a powerful tool for recog-
nising stochastic and chronic patterns in
seagrass population size and extent. There
is marked increased research on seagrass
broadly, including topics of restoration and
conservation in all bioregions of the world.



Number of technical consultations provided



