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Radhika Murti, Director of IUCN Centre for Society and Governance, "As per definition, if a solution doesn't 
deliver both human well-being and biodiversity benefits, it's either development, which is unsustainable, or it's 
pure biodiversity conservation. It's not a nature-based solution.”  

The IUCN Global Standard has 8 criteria and associated 28 indicators, accompanied by a guide 
and an online self-assessment tool. The Standard provides a robust framework for designing, 
implementing, evaluating, adapting and improving NbS. It aims at helping users shape their 
solutions and make them truly effective. For an action to be truly NbS, it must fulfil all the 
criteria, taking into account the interconnections and interdependencies between them. 

The Standard includes explicit criteria (c) and indicators that provide guidance on respecting 
and upholding the rights of people, particularly indigenous peoples, and local communities. 
Five of the eight criteria, i.e. criteria 1, 5, 6, 7, and 8, and more than half of the indicators 
relate to human rights. 

An NbS must respond to the most pressing societal challenge(s) identified as a priority by 
rightsholders and beneficiaries (c.1). However, the question is how and by whom the most 
pressing societal challenge(s) will be decided. Criterion 1 requires the identification of the 
most pressing societal challenge(s) by those who are or will be directly affected. In other 
words, the decision-making process for this identification must ensure the involvement of all 
stakeholders, in particular rights holders and beneficiaries, through a transparent and 
inclusive consultation process as specified in criterion 5 (c(c

https://www.ohchr.org/en/documents/tools-and-resources/guidelines-effective-implementation-right-participate-public-affairs
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