Deep Seabed Mining and Human Rights

The ocean is one of the greatest allies to humanity in the fight against the triple planetary crises of
climate change, biodiversity loss, and pollution.



Itis important for the ISA’s state members to secure their commitment to respect, protect and fulfil
human rights, including the right to the highest attainable standard of health, to food and to a clean,
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208yl tial-iizy 02yaSljiSy0Sa 1F (Kid NSali2yaioifiie iayli Yet, should also be taken into
consideration. In that regard, international negotiations at the ISA should also be informed by a
human rights-based approach and take a participatory approach to decision-making, including
defining safeguards such as the free, prior, and informed consent (FPIC) for Indigenous Peoples. Such
a public consultation mechanism is one of the conditions to be met, without which mining activities
should not be allowed to commence.

A clean, healthy and sustainable deep-ocean is not solely an environmental or equity requirement, it
is also a fundamental human right that should be respected and defended.

Additional reading
Brief on the topic of DSM by the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human
Rights (OHCHR) confirming a connection between, this developing industry and human rights.
Morgera E, Lily H. Public participation at the International Seabed Authority: An international
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Hamley GJ. The implications of seabed mining in the Area for the human right to health.
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American Journal of International Law ¢ Ownership in the deep seas ¢ edited by Julian Arato,
Aline Jaeckel, Lucas Lixinski ¢ March 2024
Open Letter dated 15 March 2024 by the Working Group on the issue of human rights and
transnational corporations and other business enterprises, the Special Rapporteur on the
implications for human rights of the environmentally sound management and disposal of
hazardous substances and wastes and the Special Rapporteur on the issue of human rights
obligations relating to the enjoyment of a safe, clean, healthy and sustainable environment to
the International Seabed Authority: 2024-03-15-open-letter-to-isa.pdf (ohchr.org)
IUCN Resolution 122 for the Protection of deep-ocean ecosystems and biodiversity through a
moratorium on seabed mining: WCC 2020 RES 122 EN.pdf (iucn.org)
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https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/issues/climatechange/information-materials/ohchr-seabed-mining-10-july.pdf
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/pdf/10.1111/reel.12472
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/pdf/10.1111/reel.12471
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/american-journal-of-international-law/ajil-unbound-by-symposium/ownership-in-the-deep-seas
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/issues/business/activities/2024-03-15-open-letter-to-isa.pdf
https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/resrecfiles/WCC_2020_RES_122_EN.pdf

