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The natural 
world versus 
plastics 
pollution

IUCN has consistently emphasised 
the connections between plastic 
pollution and biodiversity loss, as 

https://portals.iucn.org/library/sites/library/files/resrecfiles/WCC_2020_RES_019_EN.pdf
https://portals.iucn.org/library/node/49208
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Why is a 
dedicated 
article on 
biodiversity 
important?
The inclusion of a dedicated article 
on biodiversity in the ILBI would: 

Facilitate the coordination 
of obligations under existing 
MEAs due to a growing trend of 
incorporating biodiversity into their 
functions and implementation. 
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Conclusion

IUCN and WCEL proposal 
of a dedicated article would 
guarantee that the text of the 
ILBI re�ects commitments 
of States to the GBF and 
biodiversity principles that 
cut across legal regimes 
and generate areas of legal, 
regulatory, and science-based 
convergence. It would place 
policy, science and knowledge of 
stakeholders in a position to assist 
in understanding the ways in which 
the ILBI can be used to facilitate 

advancement of biodiversity 
protections and reductions in 
biodiversity loss. 

The inclusion of a dedicated article 
on biodiversity in a future ILBI 
would thus serve to address many 
of the core harms caused by plastic 
pollution in the context of nature, 
as well as in terms of human health 
and climate change, and help to 
shape circular economy solutions 
and trade that bene�ts nature and 
people. 

LiangFu/OceanImageBank
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Notes

1	 IPBES, Global Assessment Report on Biodiversity and 
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2	 International Resource Panel, Global Resources Outlook 
(2019).
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7	 For further information,please see: for Minamata 
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SAICM-ICCM.5-4 - AMENDED ADVANCE - 19.10.2023.
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