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Stand-alone reports summarize the activ-
ities conducted and results generated by 
each group member of the SSC and CSS. 
Following, is the structure of the stand-alone 
report and the contents under each session.
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T-030  Develop an action plan for endan-
gered and/or isolated populations of 
Eurasian Otter in Africa. 
Status: Not initiated

T-031  Survey conservation plans already 
planned. 
Status: On track

T-032  Ensure every threatened species has 
a plan. 
Status: On track

T-034  Conduct a funding search for the 



T-071  Prepare new guidelines for Otters  
in captivity. 
Status: On track

T-074  Sustain Giant Otter conservation. 
Status: Achieved

NETWORK

T-001  Promote funding of projects in Africa.  
Status: On track

T-002  Promote funding of projects on pet 



eastern China coast, with a project moni-
toring seven individuals in the surroundings 
of Hong Kong. Simultaneously, a paper 
detailing 130 years of Otters in Hong Kong 
has been submitted to Oryx. Meanwhile, 
species coordinator Alexsey Oleynikov 
analysed the population dynamics and 
density of otters and American Minks 
(Neovison vison) in the Middle Sikhote-Alin 
region in Kazakhstan, examining their 
spatial distribution during the winter period 
and the composition of groups based on 
sex and age. Despite past occurrences, 
survey results showed no Otter signs in 
the Irtysh River flowing in the Pavlodar 
region, while Otter signs were found in the 
Kazakh section of the Black Irtysh River 
above Lake Zaysan, revealing signs of envi-
ronmental degradation such as unusually 
low water levels during spring floods, high 
turbidity, foam patches, and substantial 
plastic waste along the banks. Planned 
analyses of Otter faeces for heavy metals 
will provide data for pollution assessment. 
Additionally, Alexsey Oleynikov will author 
an essay on the Otter for the Mammal Atlas 

of the European Part of Russia, and another 
essay on the status of the Eurasian Otter 



and water temperatures, and after a tempo-
rary increase in volume, a severe reduction 
of water levels in rivers and wetlands. The 
Himalayan Otter Network was established in 
2016 to foster a partnership connecting con-
servationists and researchers across the 
Himalayan region in order to strengthen the 
protection of otters living in the rivers and 
wetlands of this spectacular landscape.

Research activities

T-014  Ensure affiliation to OSG is men-
tioned in peer-reviewed papers. (KSR 5)

Number of scientific publications about 
species research that acknowledge SSC 
affiliation: 1

Result description: Affiliation to the Otter 
SG mentioned in the following paper: 
Jamwal, PS et al. (2023). ‘Environmental 
DNA revealed high accuracy in detection 
of the Eurasian Otter in Himalaya’. Aquatic 
Conservation: Marine and Freshwater 
Ecosystems.

https://www.himalayanotternetwork.org/
https://www.cardiff.ac.uk/otter-project


https://projetoariranhas.org/
https://africanotternetwork.org/


results from the survey in Lake Mutanda 
and Lake Bunioni in Uganda, updating 
on people working on otters in South 
Africa, reporting a new otter location in 
Morocco, and announcing an article by Jan 
Reed Smith on the literature on African 
otters. The OSG also funded surveys and 



https://www.otterspecialistgroup.org/osg-newsite/resources/otters-in-zoos-etc/
https://www.otterspecialistgroup.org/osg-newsite/resources/otters-in-zoos-etc/
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s12686-015-0511-x


Giant Otter (Pteronura brasiliensis)  
Photo: Fernando Trujillo



T-047  Test and implement eDNA monitoring 
of Eurasian Otter (Himalaya, India, Nepal, 
Italy). (KSR 10)



Membership

T-009  Survey and map OSG projects.  
(KSR 2)

Number of SSC members recruited: 0

Result description: Projects survey and 
mapping was inititated and is still ongoing.

T-076  Create an Otter Youth Circle and 
promote capacity building within their 
members. (KSR 2)

Number of SSC members recruited: 5

Result description: The Otter Youth Circle 
was created on July 2023; an email for 
the Otter Youth Circle was set to create a 
safe and efficient communication channel. 
A sub-page within the OSG’s website has 
been dedicated to the Otter Youth Circle 
with contacts and resources that will be 
freely available to the general public. The 
Otter Youth Circle’s efforts were promoted 
through OSG social media channels 
(Facebook, Instagram, mailing list, news-
letter) to encourage participation, and in 
the summer of 2023, a survey was sent out 
to all young OSG members. Results allowed 

https://www.otterspecialistgroup.org/osg-newsite/otter-youth-circle/
http://therio.unimol.it:8080/lontra/mappa.html


https://ottered.com/
https://ottered.com/
https://ottered.com/
https://ottered.com/



