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T-024  Build capacity for the Freshwater 
Specialist Group to complete Red List 
assessments and support assessment pri-
orities of the Freshwater Biodiversity Unit. 
(KSR 6)

Number of global Red List reassessments 
completed: 559

Result description: Thirty-four Korean 
endemics were assessed in 2022-2023 and 
a total of 525 additional South American 
freshwater fishes were reviewed in 2023.

ACT

Conservation actions

T-007  Add germplasm accessions for 10 
threatened plant species not currently 
known to be held in any collections to the 
ABQ BioPark seed bank. (KSR 10)

Number of threatened species benefiting 
from ex situ conservation action: 5

Result description: During the 2023 field 
season, three species were added to our 
germplasm collection (Gypsum Townsend’s 
Aster, Todilto Blazingstar, and Sivinski’s 
Scorpionweed). In addition, we were 
involved in the salvage of at-risk plants 
including the Aztec Gilia, which is threat-
ened by oil and gas development, and 
Lordsburg Noino.

T-019  Support insect monitoring programs 
to work toward lowering Data Deficiency 
rates among Red List-assessed inverte-
brates. (KSR 10)

Number of field seasons where monitoring 
for butterflies and fireflies has been carried 
out: 2

Result description: In 2023, we com-
pleted our third season of butterfly 
monitoring through the New Mexico 
Butterfly Monitoring Network. We had 34 



Philippines; (4) In June of 2024, Anna 
Walker tabled at the BioPark’s Pollinator 
Week event to spread awareness of the 
CSS New Mexico; (5) In June and July of 
2023, Anna Walker joined the Xerces 
Society in Arizona to present at a series of 
workshops to encourage participation in 
the Firefly Atlas; (6) In August of 2023, Anna 
Walker and Jason Schaller attended The 
Summer Wings Festival at the Rio Grande 
Nature Center State Park. We set up a 
table and shared the work of the BioPark 
BUGarium and NMBPS with the visitors. 
Anna Walker also gave a talk, ‘Butterflies of 
the Middle Rio Grande Ecosystem’; (7) Anna 
Walker presented ‘Butterflies of the Middle 
Rio Grande’ at a pollinator day hosted by 
Valle de Oro National Wildlife Refuge; (8) 
In November 2024, Clay Meredith gave a 
presentation to the Native Plant Society 
of New Mexico outlining germplasm col-
lections at the BioPark; (9) In May 2023, 
Tim Lyons presented ‘Freshwater fishes of 
Central America: Distribution, assessment, 
and major threats’ to the Latin American 
Fisheries Congress in Cancun, Mexico; (10) 
In September 2023, Tim Lyons presented 
‘Rio Grande Silvery Minnow augmenta-
tion and propagation’ to the Association 
of Zoos and Aquariums in Columbus, 
Ohio; (11) In September 2023, Tim Lyons 
presented ‘Shoal Coalition of Zoos and 
Aquariums’ to the European Association 
of Zoos and Aquariums Freshwater Teleost 
Taxon Advisory Group in Helsinki, Finland 
(remote), and (12) In September 2023, 
Tim Lyons presented ‘Center for Species 
Survival New Mexico: Global and Sub-global 
assessments to inform biodiversity conser-
vation’ to the 78th United Nations general 
Assembly Science Summit.

T-015  Contribute articles on species con-
servation work to the New Mexico BioPark 
Society’s BioScape Quarterly Magazine. 
(KSR 13)

Number of articles in the BioScape 
Magazine written by or about the work of 
the CSS New Mexico: 3

Result description: This year, three 
articles about the work of CSS New Mexico 
appeared in the New Mexico BioPark 
Society’s magazine, BioScape. They were 
titled ‘Planting Hope: Seed Banking and 
Plant Restoration Projects at the ABQ 
BioPark’, ‘Light in the Dark: Searching for 
Fireflies in the Land of Enchantment’, and 
‘Species Conservation at the ABQ BioPark: 
What We’re Doing and Where We’re Going’.

T-016  Give interviews to the media on the 
work of the CSS New Mexico. (KSR 13)

Number of articles run by media local as 
well as international mentioning the work of 
the CSS New Mexico: 4

Result description: In 2023, (1) Anna Walker 
was interviewed by Yale Environment 360 
on firefly declines; (2) Anna Walker wrote 
an op-ed titled ‘Managing the state’s land-
scapes alongside nature, not against it’ in 
the Albuquerque Journal about APHIS spray 
programs on public lands; (3) Anna Walker 
was interviewed by National Geographic: 
News and Science: Newsletter about the 
Monarch Butterfly petition decision, and (4) 
Tim Lyons and Anna Walker were interviewed 
by Pelecanus on their Possibilists series.

T-020  Contribute conservation themed 
articles to Scientific Publications. (KSR 13)

Number of scientific publications authored 
on: 2

Result description: In 2023, Tim Lyons 
co-authored ‘Horizon scanning for potentially 
invasive non-native marine species to inform 
transboundary conservation management 
– example of the northern Gulf of Mexico’ 
(O’Shaughnessy, K.A., et al. 2023), and the 
paper ‘Thermal tolerance for three orna-
mental tankbuster catfishes’ (Tuckett, Q.M., 
et al. 2023), both publications in Aquatic 
Invasions.

Scientific meetings

T-017  Communicate the work of the Center 
for Species Survival New Mexico to biolo-
gists, conservationists and industry experts 
at conferences via presentations or posters. 
(KSR 12)

Number of presentations delivered in scien-
tific events: 1
Result description: In 2023, the team pre-
sented a poster on the work of the CSS New 
Mexico at the WAZA Conference.

Summary of achievements
Total number of targets 2021–2025: 22

Geographic regions: 13 Global, 8 America, 
1 Europe

Actions during 2023:

Assess: 5 (KSR 6)
Act: 2 (KSR 10)
Network: 2 (KSR 1)
Communicate: 5 (KSR 12, 13)

Overall achievement 2021–2025:

n Not initiated n On track n Achieved 

1 (5%)                             17 (77%)                           4 (18%)   
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