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Mission statement
The mission of the IUCN SSC Butterfly 
and Moth Specialist Group is to increase 
knowledge on the taxonomy, ecology and 
conservation status of Butterflies and 
Moths around the world and promote their 
long-term conservation.

Projected impact 2021–2025
Increased awareness of Butterfly and Moth 
status through assessment and outreach; 
increased action in Butterfly conservation 
through establishment of action plans 
(e.g. Swallowtails); increased capacity for 
species assessment and conservation 
planning within the Specialist Group.

Targets 2021–2025

ASSESS

T-003  Create a global inventory of Butterfly 
monitoring schemes and available time 
series data (with collaborators) to help us 
assess data gaps and capacity needs and 
build a Living Planet Index for Butterflies. 
Status: On track

T-007  Support the development of national 
or regional Red List assessments for 
Butterflies and Moths and improve linkages 
between national Red Lists and the global 
IUCN Red List (facilitate upload of assess-
ments from national Red Lists to the global 
IUCN Red List).  
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producing Red List assessments for several 
Butterfly and Moth species that will subse-

https://nc.iucnredlist.
org/redlist/content/attachment_files/SPC-Ruling-Monarch_Butterfly-27Sept2023.
pdf
https://nc.iucnredlist.
org/redlist/content/attachment_files/SPC-Ruling-Monarch_Butterfly-27Sept2023.
pdf


Group member Holly Mynott. Specifically, 
Butterfly and Moth SG member Federico 
Riva presented the current data available 
for a Global Butterfly Index. The symposium 
was chaired by SG Co-Chair Monni Böhm 
and SG member Holly Mynott. We provided 
social media outreach throughout and after 
the conference about the symposium (see 
target T-013 for details) and featured a 
write-up in our annual newsletter, which will 
be published in early 2024.

T-017  Identify additional priority groups for 
assessment and conservation planning, 
e.g. Green Status, Red List, Climate Change 
assessment. (KSR 6)

Number of species that have been 
assessed through the different tools: 0

Result description: The following 
assessment priorities were identified 
during 2023, especially with the view 
of upcoming SSC Internal and EDGE 
grants for the period 2023-24: (1) South 
Caucasus endemic Butterfly species 
Polyommatus: we prepared, submitted 
and were successful with a proposal 
supporting assessments of five of these 
species (SSC Internal Grant; see also 
Target 022); (2) Dianesia carteri: the only 
member of its family, the Metalmark 
Butterflies (Riodinidae), found in the 
Caribbean. Additionally, this species is 

the only member of its genus, and the 
genus is the only member of its tribe 
(Dianesiini). The species is found only 
in Cuba and the Bahamas. Specialist 
Group member Keith Willmott prepared 
a proposal to support the assessment 
of this distinctive species (Internal EDGE 
grant) which received funding for 2024; 
(3) The highly range-restricted Neotropical 
bamboo-feeding Euptychiina Butterflies: at 
least 46 species with highly restricted dis-
tributions. Specialist Group member Keith 
Willmott prepared a proposal to support 
data collection and capacity building 
toward an assessment of these highly 
restricted species (Internal EDGE grant) 
which was unsuccessful.

SSC Grant awarded

NETWORK

Membership

T-002  Increase the global reach of the 
Group to include a diversity of members 
covering at least 40 countries. (KSR 2)

Number of SSC members recruited: 9

Result description: In 2023, the Group 
welcomed nine new members from three 
countries. The group now has 52 members 
representing 24 countries.

SSC Grant awarded

Capacity building

T-018  Develop partnerships with relevant 
organisations (e.g. Butterfly Conservation, 
eButterfly) to improve access to conser-
vation-relevant data, and coverage and 
capacity of monitoring for Lepidoptera.  
(KSR 3)

Increased number of collaborations: 
Ongoing.

Result description: We continued our collab-
orative work with our partner organisations, 
including Butterfly Conservation, Butterfly 
Conservation Europe, Vlinderstichting 
(Netherlands), the Living Planet Index 

https://statusofinsects.github.io
https://statusofinsects.github.io
https://statusofinsects.github.io/
https://statusofinsects.github.io/


of Insects, we have further engaged with 
various researchers and organisations/
networks in North America, especially to 
discuss how Butterfly monitoring data can 
be best used for North American species 
assessments — e.g. with Albuquerque 
BioPark, Xerces Society, RCN Status of 
Insects, the University of Nevada Reno, etc. 
We also reviewed and commented on the 
Species Status Assessment (SSA) for three 
taxa of Amazonian Swallowtails for the US 
Fish and Wildlife Service (US FWS).

T-023  Work closely with IUCN SSC 
Invertebrate Conservation Committee and 
other invertebrate SSC groups on activities 
relevant to Butterfly and Moth conservation. 
(KSR 3)
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can be focused (e.g. around World 
Swallowtail Day, publication of scientific 
outputs, etc.). (KSR 13)

Number of digital communication outputs 
developed in relation to specific taxonomic 
groups: 1

Result description: In 2023, we produced 
regular digital communications on X 
(formerly Twitter) on the Butterfly Monitoring 
symposium at the Biology of Butterflies 
Conference in Prague (July 2023). We have 
unrolled the threads here for easier access: 
Threads #1, Threads #2, Threads #3. In 
addition, we also engaged with social media 
content for Moth Week (July 2023).

Scientific meetings

T-013  Improve communications with the 
membership and a wider audience through 
newsletters, blogs, Facebook and Twitter 
presence, podcasts, etc., with two major 
outputs per year around which engage-
ment can be focused (e.g. around World 
Swallowtail Day, publication of scientific 
outputs, etc.). (KSR 12)

https://threadreaderapp.com/thread/1679428467857793025.html
https://threadreaderapp.com/thread/1679747553401753601.html
https://threadreaderapp.com/thread/1680288967990624259.html



