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Result description: In Lao People’s 
Democratic Republic, thirty-one hatch-
ings from the 2020 hatchling cohort were 
released in the Xe Champhone Ramsar 
Wetlands in March 2023 as part of a col-
laborative effort between the Savannakhet 
Provincial Department of Agriculture and 
Forestry, and the Wildlife Conservation 
Society. Drone technology is now being 
utilised to locate Siamese Crocodile nests, 
which are also being used as the metric 
to estimate population trends because of 
the dif�culties of nocturnal counts owing to 
densely vegetated wetlands. The number 
of crocodiles is estimated to be between 
70 to 225 individuals, thus making this 
population of global conservation signi�-
cance, ranking among the largest known 
wild Siamese Crocodile population in 
mainland Southeast Asia. In Cambodia 
(Pablo Sinovas, FFI), the annual monitoring 
was conducted in �ve crocodile sanctu-
aries (O’Som, Areng, Chhay Reap, Tatai 
Leu, and Steung Khiew) in the Cardamom 
Mountains. Analysis of monitoring data 
from the last two decades indicates that 
the population in the Cardamom Mountains 
is stable overall, with the two sites known 
to hold the largest populations of the 
species showing evidence of reproduc-
tion, and a stable and growing population, 
respectively. One nest was located in May 
2022 (Chhay Reap – 22 eggs; all infer-
tile) and another in June 2023 (Trapeang 
Peing crocodile sanctuary with 21 eggs; 
17 fertilized, four infertile but were all 
compromised by �ooding). Ten crocodiles 
(two males; eight females) were released 
in the upper Stung Kampong Tachey River 
in a community-protected sanctuary in the 
Cardamom Mountains in December 2022. 
Permission has already been sought from 
the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and 
Fisheries (MAFF) to release more croco-
diles in the Cardamom area and plans are 
underway to release another 50 croco-
diles in late February 2024. In 2022-23, 
the captive breeding facilities at Phnom 

Tamao Wildlife Rescue Centre (PTWRC) 
have produced 138 hatchlings (60 in 2022 
and 78 in 2023) and currently hold a total 
of 269 Siamese Crocodile individuals (10 
breeding males, 43 breeding females, 
129 sub-adults and juveniles, and 87 new 
hatchlings) as part of the breeding and 
release programme. The DNA sampling of 
75 of these crocodiles has identi�ed 63 
as being purebred Siamese Crocodiles 
and 12 as hybrids. In March 2023, Fauna 
and Flora International (FFI) conducted a 
crocodile survey and habitat assessment 
in O’Chay and O’Chentong within Virachey 
National Park (VNP), Siem Pang district, 
Steung Treng province, but no evidence of 
Siamese Crocodiles was found. Habitat 
assessment of these rivers was found not 
to be suitable for the release of crocodiles 
as only a small number of anlongs (small 






