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T-015  Implement a revised structure for 
GTSG with appropriate leadership and tax-
onomic/geographical/thematic subgroups 
formed. 
Status: On track

T-019  Strengthen liaison with CITES, the 
International Tropical Timber Organization 
(ITTO) and other appropriate groups to 
promote increased action for globally 
threatened timber species. 
Status: On track

COMMUNICATE

T-003  Publish a Red List of Madagascar 
Trees.  
Status: Achieved

T-020  Produce four GTSG newsletters 
annually.  
Status: On track

Activities and results 2023

ASSESS

Red List

T-004  Work with Botanic Gardens 
Conservation International (BGCI), other 
SSC Plant Groups and other partners to 
undertake 18,000 updated or new Red List 
assessments for trees. (KSR 6)

Number of new global Red List assess-
ments completed: 3,909 

Result description: In 2023, working with 
BGCI and GTA partners, 3,909 tree species 
were assessed on the IUCN Red List of 
Threatened Species. The total number of 
tree Red List assessments on the IUCN 
website is now 41,444 tree species. In 
addition, there are >5,000 submitted 
assessments that are yet to be processed 
by the IUCN Red List Unit. The remaining 
tree species are either in draft, awaiting 
assessment review and processing or 
assigned to experts.

[SSC Grant awarded] 

T-006  Publish a Red List of global timber 
species. (KSR 6)

Number of technical documents provided to 
support Red List assessments/reassess-
ments: 1 

Result description: The Red List of Timber 
Trees was published and made available 
in 2023. Publication: Hills, R, Barstow, 
M. and Rivers, M. (2022). ‘The Red List of 
Timber Trees’ Botanic Gardens Conservation 
International, Richmond UK.

T-013  Hold tree Red List assessment 
meetings to review species of Asia and 
South America. (KSR 6)

Number of workshops held: 5

Result description: In 2023, five workshops 
were held: a workshop held in Singapore 
in February to assess and review previous 

assessments for trees of Indonesia, 
Malaysia and elsewhere in the region; three 
online workshops held for South American 
species, as well as an in-person workshop 
in Washington DC to cover the Guianas.

Research activities

T-010  Undertake a Key Biodiversity Areas 
(KBA) analysis of tree data. (KSR 6)

Number of KBAs in WDKBA updated after 
reassessment for species: 1

Result description: In 2023, we continued 
to work with BGCI to investigate the most 
effective ways to incorporate tree data into 
KBA designation worldwide. This involved 
developing a methodology to incorporate 
tree distribution and Red List data into 
Alliance for Zero Extinctions (AZE) and Key 
Biodiversity Area (KBA) sites. As the end 
of 2023, over 3,000 tree species were 
identified as potential AZE site species. 
We will continue work with the KBA and AZE 
secretariats to incorporate results into their 
database (WDKBA).

[SSC Grant awarded] 

T-017  Publish a paper in a high-impact 
journal on the impact of the international 
timber trade on tree species. (KSR 5)

Number of scientific publications about 
species research that acknowledge SSC 
affiliation: 0 

Result description: This paper has now 
been submitted.



PLAN

Planning

T-018  Initiate tree species conservation 
planning for selected tree groups – Acer, 
Magnolia, Quercus, and dipterocarps – 
working with BGCI’s Global Consortia.  
(KSR 8)

Number of species conservation plans/
strategies developed: 0

Result description: GTSG Focal Point for 
conservation planning has been leading 
multi-species conservation planning 



Red List training (Dominican Republic, in 
Spanish), nine participants in IUCN Red 
List assessment workshop (Fiji), 28 partic-
ipants in IUCN Red List training and review 
workshop (Singapore), 25 participants 
in IUCN Red List assessment and review 
workshop (Tanzania), four participants given 
SIS training (Europe, India, online), and four 
participants in IUCN Red List assessment 
workshop (Washington DC).

Membership

T-008  Expand GTSG with 20 new members, 
increasing GTSG expertise on in situ conser-
vation and conservation policy. (KSR 2)

Number of SSC members recruited: 7

Result description: In 2022, seven new 
members joined the SG.

[SSC Grant awarded] 

T-015  Implement a revised structure for 
GTSG with appropriate leadership and tax-
onomic/geographical/thematic subgroups 
formed. (KSR 2)

Number of subgroups formed: 2

Result description: By the end of 2023, 
Sara Oldfield and Adrian Newton stepped 
down as Co-Chairs of the GTSG. Malin 
Rivers has been assigned as the new Chair. 
She will establish a new structure (including 
subgroups) in 2024. There is also a new 
focal point for sustainable use (Megan 
Barstow) and conservation planning (Yvette 
Harvey-Brown).

Synergy

T-005  Develop and implement a new GTSG 
website. (KSR 2)

Number of new collaborations between 
GTSG members: 1

Result description: A new website has been 
created.
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